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Buckinghamshire in the French Revolutionary
and Napoleonic Wars, 1792-1815.

The Yeomanry

Following Revolutionary France’s declaration of war on Britain in January 1793, there were
growing fears of both invasion and possible domestic insurrection Sorne offers of voluntary units
for home defence were accepted in 1793 in coastal countries but it was only in March 1794 that
the Government legislated for the wider acceptance of such voluntary offers. While it was hoped
that much of the effort would result in the augmentation of the principal home defence force -
the militia - most counties including Buckinghamshire responded by raising mounted volunteers
or yeomanry from among the gentry and farming community The subscription for home
defence opened In Bucks raised £5,560 45.0d for the Yeomanry and augmentation of the militia
In May 1794, the list of subscribers being headed by the Lord Lieutenant, George First Marquess
of Buckingham, whose family was to dominate the county’s military response to the wars

Concerned in Bucks more with domestic tranquility than the immediate prospect of invasion,
yeomanry detachments attended the markets at Aylesbury and Newport Pagnell as early as April
1795 to prevent grain riots; dispersed mobs trying to seize grain wagons at Stony Stratford and
Fenny Stratford in March 1796, suppressed an anti-militia riot at Wing nine months later, and, in
a further wave of food riots in 1800, stood by In case of trouble at both Leckhampstead and
Burnham. The farming community, of course, was heavily represented in the yeomanry and,
while the force was not exclusively dependent upon them, the frequency of its exercises con-
tinued to reflect the unchanging pattern of the agricultural year After renewal of the war with
Napoleonic France in 1803, the yeomanry in Bucks numbered some 1,126 officers and men
drranged in three regiments - the First or Southern, Second or Mid and Third or Northern Regi-
ments of Bucks Yeomanry Cavalry

The Militia

The militia had been embodied in December 1792 immediately prior to the outbreak of war
and, as already indicated, was envisaged as the principal defence against invasion However, as
In previous wars, it was not available for purely local defence and performed often mundane
garrison duties far from the county. As a conscripted force subject to compulsory ballot since 1757,
the militia was not overwhelmingly popular among the poorer elements of society who could
not evade service by paying a fine or hiring a substitute. Indeed, there was that anti-militia riot
already mentioned at Wing in December 1796 when the so-called supplementary militia
Increased the county’s quota from 560 to 1,222 men. Nonetheless, despite some early attempts
at subversion by radicals, the militia proved generally trustworthy and the Royal Bucks King's Own
Militia became the first English militia regiment to serve in Ireland in 1798, did so again in 1813;
and sent a large contingent to join Wellington's army at Bordeaux in 1814 In proceeding to
Ireland in 1798, it also became the first unit ever moved by canal while It received its royal title for
guarding King George Ill at Weymouth in September 1794



e ———
The Volunteers and Local Militia

With still greater fears of invasion in 1797 - a small French force dctually landed at Fishguard in
Pembrokeshire in February - the government daccepted some additional offers for infantry
volunteers. In Bucks small units were raised in February 1797 at Aylesbury, Buckingham, Eton,
Newport Pagnell and Olney to act in defence of property In the possible absence of the
yeomanry. In April 1798 the Defence of the Realm Act authorised the formation of ‘armed
dssociations’ in addition to existing volunteer units Thus, 2.426 vol unteers serving in Bucks in 1803
did so under a variety of terms and conditions prior to the Volunteer Consolidation Act of 1804
which exempted both yeomanry and volunteers from the militia ballot in return for a commit-
ment [o 24 days training per annum. In 1808 the volunteers were largely replaced by the more
centrally controlled local militia, 894 men transferring to the new force in Bucks and a further
1,429 being found by ballot Organisation of both volunteers after 1803 and local militia after
1808 conformed to the three regiment structure of the yeomanry

General Defence

The raising of militia, yeomanry and volunteers did not exhaust the attempt to mobilise the
community during the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars and various other expedients were
employed both to extend familiarity with Weapons and also to encourage recruiting for the
reqular army. Wider plans for mobilisation embraced the compilation of the Posse Comitatus in
1798 and the more general listing of Inhabitants under the Defence of the Realm Actin 1798, the
Defence and General Defence Acts of June and July 1803 and the Training Act of 1806 The pro-
visional cavalry was a short-lived experiment in 1797 while the Army of Reserve or Additional
Army of England in 1803 and the Permanent Additional Force Act of 1804 were attempts to
recruit more regulars

The Documents

1) Resolutions of the Lieutenancy Meeting convened by the Sheriff. Charles Clowes, and held
at Aylesbury on 3 May 1794 to open a subscription for the raising of troops of ‘Armed Yeomanry'
and the augmentation of the militia, Including the purchase of two artillery pieces. The two artil-
lery pieces purchased for the militia are now in Fort Ticonderoga Museum in New York State

2) Following the meeting on 3 May, a County Committee convened in London Offices of the
Grand Junction Canal Company on 27 May and announced arrangements for enrolling yeomen
In four troops.around the county. Local inns were the chosen locations. Acton Chaplin was Clerk
of the Peace.

3) The Articles of Enrolment adopted by the Bucks Committee for the yeomanry on May 1794
stressed attention to the convenience of members as well as concerns. for domestic security




4) A page from the Bucks Posse Comitatus compiled in February and March 1789 under the
authority of the High Sheriff, John Penn Originating in Dorset, the idea was to list all those
capable Of undertaking service in an emergency under the ancient posse comitatus or right to
call out the civil power of the county. The principle was extended to the whole country in the
subsequent Defence of the Realm Act

5) A list of the commanders of eight companies of Associated Infantry raised in Bucks in
September 1798 and comprising a total of 937 men. It is signed by Mansel Dawkin Mansel of
Lavendon as adjutant of both the county’s yeomanry and volunteers. A banker, he committed
suicide when his Newport Pagnell bank failed in 1822

6) Resolutions of a Vestry meeting at Stoke Poges on 1 August 1803 to establish an insurance
club to avoid the application of the legislation for the Army of Reserve. An individual joining the
club who was then chosen in the ballot would receive a sufficient sum to hire a substitute. Similar
clubs also operated at Eton and Upton-cum-Chalvey while insurance clubs were also common
for the militia ballot

7] Following the renewal of war in 1803 the General Defence Act enacted on 27 July
threatened to apply even wider compulsion than the militia ballot to the population unless suffi-
cientvolunteers came forward. This appeal by a committee in Aylesbury on 4 August 1803 sought
to avold the ballot by raising the Loyal Aylesbury Volunteers

8) Resolutions of a meeting held in the Vestry Room at Marlow on 9 August 1803 under the
chairmanship of Sir William Clayton of Harleyford seeking volunteers there to avoid the applica-
tion of the General Defence Act

9] A more official attempt to avoid the application of the General Defence Act Dy raising a
number of volunteers equal to six times the onginal county militia quota (560 men) emerged on
20 September 1803 This part of the plan applies to the Middile Division of the county representing
the Three Hundreds of Aylesbury and part of the Three Hundreds of Ashendon

10) John Penn of Stoke Park as a Captain in the Eton Troop of the First or Southern Regiment,
arca 1809 Formerly High Sheriff at the time of the compilation of the Posse Comitatus, Penn
suffered from St Vitius” dance

11) Asick note for William Bond of Oving provided by Dr William Cowley of Winslow on 15
May 1811 excusing him from yeomanry exercises, which became Increasingly tiresome as earlier
dangers receded in the collective memory

12) One of the declarations required of all volunteers and ballotted men enrolled in the Second
or Mid Bucks Regiment of Local Militia for the Three Hundreds of Cottesloe. October 1812
The original term of setvice had been for four years from 1808 and, in order to encourage re-
enlistment, a parish bounty was offered to those aged between 18 and 30 with at least two
children




Note of Guidance

Although the documents in the folder can be studied in isolation, most benefit will be deprived
from doing so in conjunction with other material, especially where an extract may not convey the
full essence. All these documents are taken from the collections of the Buckinghamshire County
Record Office, County Hall, Walton Street, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 1UA Those collections provide
a far fuller picture of the county during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars

Further Reading

a) BUCKS

lan Beckett (ed), The Buckinghamshire Posse Comitatus, 1798
(Bucks Record Society, 1985). A transcription with introduction of the full county return

lan Beckett, Call to Arms: Buckinghamshire’s Citizen Soldiers
(Barracuda Books, Buckingham, 1985) An illustrated history of auxiliary military units in Bucks
Including the Revolutionary and Napoleonic \Wars

Ann Kussmaul (ed), The Autobiography of Joseph Mayett of Quainton, 1783-1839
(Bucks Record Society, 1986). A fascinating working class autobiography of a farm servant who
served In the Royal Bucks King's Cwn Militia from 1803 to 1815

b) OTHER COUNTIES

MY Ashcroft, To Escape the Monster’s Clutches
(North Yorks County Record Office, Northallerton, 1977). Covers the North Riding and includes
documents

P Bloomfield, Kent and the Napoleonic Wars
(Alan Sutton for the Kent Archives Office, 1987) Well illustrated and documented.

R G Wood, Essex and the French Wars
(Essex County Record Office SEAX Publication. 1977) A very full document pack

¢) GENERAL

lan Beckett, The Amateur Military Tradition 1558-1945
(Manchester University Press, 1991). A comprehensive modern study of the auxiliary forces

Clive Emsley, British Society and the French Wars, 1793-1815
(Macmillan, London, 1979). An excellent overview of the impact of war on Britain

Richard Glover, Britain at Bay: Defence against Bonaparte, 1803-1814
(Allen & Unwin, London, 1973). An older but still useful survey of military and naval preparations
which includes a document section




Buckingham{hire.

AT'luahclnlMeeﬁng of the Nonitary, Gextry, CLERGY,
| f!j,';l_l:_lﬁo:.’nl_n’ and Yeomanry of the County of Buckingham,
‘held at the County Hall in Aylefbury, on Saturday the third

of May, 1794, in purfuance of public Notice given by

CHARLES CLOWES, Efj. Sheriff of the fuid County, te. -
confider of fuch Meafures as might be thouglit fit to be

by the County, for the internal Defence of the
-ingdom, at the prefent Crisis, ,
owing Refolutions were unanimously agreed upon, viz,
RESOLVED, '

: N HAT Weithe Gentlemen, Cle h Erecholders, Yeomen and fulillingis!
Inhabitants of the County of Bucks y defire to take this public mode of expictling our
Zeal and willingnefls o exert ourfelves at all times by whatever Jegal and conlbrution |
means we may, in defence of our King and our Country,”

m;;.mT in the prefent ﬂl‘x’iw mbment we deem it to be pecaliary wfeful and

itorious, voluntarily to ard in the fupportof fuch Mealures as wiay bell con.
tribute both to the internal and external Securityof this free and happy Country. i
T_H,A‘I-‘-:Mﬁn;f Jocal circumftances of the County of Buckinghnm, and the

\ augmentation actually making to its Militia, it feems ‘expedient 1o adope the mol practicab]
part of Ihc}burth’broﬁdﬁﬁg: 'fm--nm_on;. thofe plung of deftrice '\n'hiT;:l bave hu('ul:;;:m::-::nit:
-cated to the Meeting, [

. THAT the ¢entl=mn, Yeomen, and fubftantial Trhabitants of the County be accordingly
inyited to enroll themfelves in their feveral refpeétive Neighbourlioods, into different Tracy's
of Men Armed and mounted on Horfeback, aftached to ohe General Body, to be known Ly
the name of THE ARMED YEOMANRY 'OF THE COUNTY OF BUCKS, .,
the Command of the Lord Licutenant,

THJ.T each Tmap confift of from fifiy to cigl:{\- Men, Officers iucluded,  “I'he Gllicers
to receive wemporary Commiflions from the Lo Lieutenant, during the war; the Mufter
Rolls for the fame Period, and likewife to be appraved by him,

THAT fuch Troops [ enrled [hall be under the particilur comimand of thé Officers
 belonging 1o it while in their vefpeitive diftricic; but thole Troops w0 be confidered o
formin mwb to be under the general luperimtendence of the Field Officers, the number
of which fhall be in the ufual proportion of one 1o two Troops:  Thefe Troops 1o be Tubjedy
to be embodied by fpecial dircetion from His Majefly upon the appearance of Tnvafion, and
called upon to march ot of the County in cale of attual Invafion onlv.: Andin that e, one
- mhﬂ_&o:hh'-'r to remain conflantly within the County, 10 be slfs labjeéttabe called
i > .irl'mi"l direétion from Ilie Majelly, or by the Lord Licutenant, or by the: Shoandl
- oFdhe County, forthe ruppnﬂ!‘um of Riots and Tomulis within the County; and dutinig (he
 comtinuance of the Tamie s albl-ul hevolitlicle cafes, but in no other, while actually in forvice, 1o
reccive-Pay as Cavalry, snd o be lible to the sprovifions of e Mutiny. Bill, 1)5}1 of
i 5 pon it the mannee schich (hall be lound oo COvenient.,
o

) 'lhg"hynl i Soluntary tender of our Sepvices i (e moment of puiillc

0 the charadier ol Brinlh Yeawmanry, we do ot with 1o Al any wid pecininy

t&“ﬂltﬂvlﬂl’i“m formation of thelis "Lron e doenrolled, bur thay every
‘own Horfe, and alf expencesol Cloaths, Arms, Accoutyeme ey A ol
olly defrayed Ty o ponere! Subfeription wbe apened |

UL Pikpie,

o
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arlow, Auguft 9,1803.

T et OO DI e

A'l'a Meeting of the [oMbitants of the Parifhes of GREAT MARLOW, LITTLE MARLOW, and MEDMENHAM, Lield this
Day (ngrrcalg’w public Nbtice) in the Vellry Rodm ot Great Marlow,

Sir Win. Clayton, Bart. in the Chair,

The following Relolutiofis, moved by Pascon Grenrrig, Efg. M.T. and feconded by Wiiiian James Arsinson, Efg. were
unanimoufly sdopted

Resoryep, Thatat a Cafis like the prefen, when an infolent and implacable Encmy is meditating  Defigns aganfl this Country,

i one cammon Ruin, it s not only the Duty, bae
an ol Perlons, 10 come forward, like Men and Britons, 1o rally round the Thrope,

which; i Tuccetsful, would mvolve all its Tnhabitants, of every Rank and Condition,
the Imerell, of every Dely Ilj-

that Conflitution whicli is th

for the Prefervation of
Envy ol the World, and under which gus anpire has hitherio fecured to ithelT, duringa P

criod of many
Years, Bleflings and Profpe rié, unknown toany other Nation upon Earih

Re<onven, That it ap |nnql to this Meeting, that for the Purpofe of calling forth the Energles of the Inhabitants of this Empire, no

Mealure can, in the full Lnllagee, be loelficacions as thavof the Formation of numerous CORPS of VOLUNTEERS throughout the
whole Country, .

Resotven, That itappears to this Meeting, that by enrolling ourlelves as VOLUNTEERS, we (hall not only come forward with
greater Effecl in Support of pur Counry, but that the VOLUNTEER SERVICE will, for many Realons, be more defirable to
Individuals than that ather \Pmn ol Service which & provided for by the Aft of the 43d Geo. II1. Cap. g6. becaule by that A8, in

Cale of Tnvafion, no l‘rrloniT\m;. in any VOLUNTEER CORPS can be placed in any Regiment ar Batalion of Regulars, Militia,
or Fencibles ; whereas every t‘-IFT Perfon will be liable to be placed as a Soldierin any Regiment to which his Majefly may think proper
1o fend him, \

promote, by all the Means in their Power, the
Formation of VOLUNTEER CORPS, ngreeabl lyto the Plan propofed by Government, which has this Day been laid before the
Mecting by the Chairman, and that Books be immedintely opened for the Purpofe of procuring the Sigmtures, within thefe Parifhes,
ol all Perfons who may be willing to come forward as VOLUNTEERS on this Ocealion.

Resouven,

Resorvrn, That for the foregoing Reafons, the Inhabitants of thefe Parifhes will

That a Commiitee, confifting of the following Perfons, be appointed, for giviog Effeft to.thele Refolutions, viz.

Sir WILLIAM CLAYTON, Bart, ! Mr. HICKMAN, Mr, BLACKWELL,

QWEN WILLIANS, | Mr. GOLDNEY, Mr. GOLDSWAIN

PASCOE GRENFELL, | ' Mr. E, WRIGHT, Mr. POULTON,

EDWARD GOODENOUGH, | Mr. THOMAS ROLLS, Mr. CURTIS,

GILBERT PARKE, : | Mr. JOHN ROLLS, Mr, HAYNES,

WILLIAM JAMES ATKINSON, '1 s, | Mr. THOMAS TAYLOR, Mr. THAMES,

JOHN HONE, | Mr. PLUMRIDGE < SIMMONDS,

R. FOSTLR, | Mr. EMES, . JOSEPH ROSE,

ROBERT SCOTT, | | Mr. JOHN FISHER, . THOMAS LANE,

THOMAS WILKINSON, and | Mr. WILLIAM TOWNSEND, | Mr JAMES FIELD,

THOMAS WETHERED, J | Mr, E, SAWYER, ‘ ::g::: E‘LM TON,

The Rev. RICHARD JHUNT, [ Mr JOSEPH TOWNSEND O ar, »and R

Risonvin, That thele Relolutions be figned by the Chiirnman, and publithed in the Reading Paper, and Lhtﬂ certain Number of

Copies thereof be printed, a5 Houd Bills, and circulaed throughout thele Parifhes,

{Signed) WILLIAM CLAYTQN, Chairman.

That the Thittks of dus Meeting begiven to thie Chawman, for bis able and impartial Conduft on the prefent Occafion,

That the Thanks ol this Mecting be allo given to Pasgor GREXFELL, Elg. lor bis Zeal and Ability in drawing up the
fad Kelolunonu,

Hesorivs

Risoivip

L 4
Lrningew oy ¢, ywonron, uiwLEr.)




Bucks. } MIDDLE DIVISION.

By the LiEUTENANTS, and InsPECTORS of
Division gnid Deputy LIEUTENANTS and JUSTICES,
at aMecpnghcldnt Aylesbury, Thursday September
the fth, 4803

Sk, GEORGY, LEE, Barte  Licutewont of Diviion.
Lotd Viscount HAMPDEN,
The Rev. Wi upgp?p;"n- : } Fepecton.

Sir WILLIAM ' YOUNC !
EDWARD NUGENT, Esq. Deputy Licu. & Jutices.
ROBERT BROWNE, ¥,
JOHN NEWMAN, Esq,
;| ol Tl s H T - .
1t appearing to this Meeting. that. several Parishes within the Hundreds
of AYLESBURY, and the Vicinity thereof, have voluntarily offered their
Services; whichidaye beepapcepted; iy At Tord Lieutenant of the County,
agrecable to the circular Letter of the Right Tonourable Lord HOBART,
one of His Mwsﬁhﬁmlw State, to the Lords Lieutenants of
Counties ; dated -the 18th Day- of August Jast, and which will furnish the
Quota for those Hindredi; ‘aiid part of the Hundreds of Ashendon, within this
Division, after, deducting the, ¥ comaneys
That such Volunteers who have, so_offered their Services, be forthwith
Classed into the_five distinct Corps or Companies following, VIZ.

AYLESBURY HUNDREDS.

Parishes allotted to "
form Companies. Qnm‘a.

Rank s Fild . boooon s B9
Serjeants oL |
DRIMIEL oo siagnesnmrsns. o1

1 ’I'oul-ofeomppy............ 86

Haddenham.....cqeunsannnnsons 00
Cuddington . -..vesearecsssanes 29

Rank and File
Drummer

Total of COmMPANY suusaansssns
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Bucks Local Militia.

Three Hundreds of Cottesloe.

Iﬂ' #/Z e domake Oath that I

mtymyﬂadea C?zc- € @ e mdhavebcenumal{'/
rmfdaumche.?mhqf M’.-A'[M “ —-——-mtﬁchntyqf
@-&Ay — that T am ~——married

and that I have no RS e CNldrén —

and that 1 have no Rupture, nor ever was troubled with Fits; and am mo ways
disabled by Lameness or otherwise ;- but have the perfect use of my Limbs; and
that Iam ‘;eamm 01'8% As wime.ssmy Hand at (¥¢ g( .{:f((q—,/

th ...... Day of one thousand ewght hun-
dred and M«: ,, R
' /;w ..'éaarf(A o /41 f/‘ 224
Swom ore me at ayﬂ'»f 7 this EJ = Day
of i fod ' / ~one thousand eigh hundred and #eere a;( A

o s S

- Witness present,



