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Chapter Eight19141918

Once war was imminent in 1914, it is usually assumed that there was a
readiness and even eagerness to accept

peopleslt was commonplace in Britain in the 1920s to stress the inevitability of

war." Such a reaction has been attributed to the incipient militarism afg@re
society fuelled by nationalism, imperialism and Social Darwinism. Yet, in the
case of Britain, theublic had little time in which to react to events, and the
contribution of the popular mood to actual events in July and August 1914 was
limited. There was no noticeable sense of impending foreign crisis in the British
press until 29 July, attention hagibeen fixed largely on the continuing Irish
Home Rule crisis. The final descent into war unfolded over the Bank Holiday
weekend, the news of the German ultimatum to Belgium reaching London on
the morning of Bank Holiday Monday, 3 August. In any case,enBiltish

society might have been conditioned at various levels to accept military activity

as either necessary or desirable, it was still the case that militarism existed only

. , 2. . ~
i n overy mild solutiono.

The regular army stood at 247,432 officers and mekugust 1914, the
addition of reservists (340,303) and the Territorial Force (245,779) bringing its
total strength to 733,5151.'I'he greater proportion of the British Expeditionary

Force (BEF) would have to be found upon mobilisation from the reservists

Thereatfter, the Territorials would be the means of expansion, but ohgyif t
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chose to take Imperial Servicdligation(ISO). In the meantime, seven of the
14 Territorial divisions would be allocated to local defence and seven to a

central force poisetb resist any invasion.

Whatever assumptions had been made prior to the war, however, all were set

aside by the appointment of Field Marshal Kitchener as Secretary of State for

War in August 1914. Kitchener had not served at home since 1883 and was

wholly unfamiliar with any prewvar arrangements. He confused the Special

Reserve with the National Reserve. The Unionist politician, Leo Amery, aptly
described him as a oO0great I mproviser [
particul arl y distastenfor thenTerndtorialg, Whem leertofd Sir

4 ) R ,
Edward Grey were a Otown clerkos ar my¢

Contemporaries suggested Kitchener 6s \
by the experience of seeing ineffective French citizen armies dinengrance

Prussian War. Halso distrusted the measure of independence enjoyed by CTAs

and the potential for local nepotism in appointments. He told Violet Asquith

that he preferred men with no militar.)

thewronghi ngé, and told Sir Charl es Harr.i

anything but 5||=Ii$ea1;:iiu1de:aaffecti\.sxelg $pelledehe end of any
pre-war plans to expand through the CTAs, as Kitchener resolved to raise his
OKi tchener 6 throughotieMardOffider Bmieflye wnder pressure of
the recruits coming forward, the responsibility for housing and preliminary

training of the New Armies was vested in a committee headed by the former

*Leo Amery,My Political Life 3 vols. (London: Hutchinson, 1955), I, 23; Viscount Grey
of Fallodon,Twenty Five Years, 1899162 vols. (London, 1925), Il, 68.

5Peter SimkinsKi t chener 6s Army: The R&a6i(Manchegterof t he
Manchester University Press, 1988), 41.



Secretary of State for War, Brodrick, raised to thergoige as Viscount (later

Earl of) Midleton in 1907. Midleton turned to the CTAs but his committee was
relieved of its duties on 7 September 1914 and invitations to the CTAs to help
rescinded. The Bucks CTA indicated its willingness to help find alternative
accommodation to relieve the pressure on the Oxford depot despite feeling that
the competition for recruits had been unhelpful. The old militia barracks at
Wycombe were opened accordingly for recruits to the New Armies. It was
agreed to ask the local pamhentary constituency political party organisations

for help, something that was already apparent through the creation of the

Parliamentary Recruiting Committee at national level.

Nevertheless, there was mor e to Kitche
There were no actual practical plans for expansion through the CTAs, and

Kitchener believed they would be swamped by having to train and recruit
simultaneously. Similarly, Kitokner was reluctant to put pressure on married

men to volunteer for service abroad, the Territorials containing not only a high
proportion of married men but also those underage for overseas service:

Territorials could enlist at 17 compared to 18 in thall@g, with overseas

service only being permitted at the age of 19. Some 40,000 Territorials were

under the age of 19. Physical fithess was a factor and so, too, was perceived
military deficiency. A third of the force hailed the modest musketry

requrenent s and, in 1912, only 155, 000 me
annual camp. Territorial infantry still lacked the modern Short Lee Enfield rifle

and Territorial artillery was still armed with obsoleted® under s and 50

° BA, T/A 1/13, Mins., Emergency Committee, 5 and 8 Sept. 1914.
7Beckett, O0Ter+#63.t ori al Forced, 128
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. 8 . . .
howitzers. Moreover, mostegular adjutants and instructors were withdrawn to

staff the New Armies either immediately or after six months.

The issue ofhe ISOwas clearly a factor. On 10 Augu914an invitation was
extended to complete Territorial units to volunteer for o\esservice and, on

21 August, units where 80 per cent had volunteered were authorised to recruit to
war establishment: two or more units with less than the required percentage
could combine to produce service units. The latter proved unattractive and, from
31 August, second line units could be raised where 60 per cent of the first line
had volunteered, enabling the first line to be completed from the second, and to
return to their home service men to the second line as a nucleus. The 60 per cent
requirementvas more realistic. While there is evidence to show that between

80 and 90 per cent of many units responded immediately to the call to go
overseas, commitments made by some commanding officers proved highly

optimistic.

On 21 September 1914 a general digiion of the Territorial first line was
authorised and a third line established in November 1915 as first line units
preceded overseas. This was extendaemver all units in March 19150

effect, this substituted for the absence of any establishetiofiet

reinforcement structure. It was successful in that 54.1 per cent of all Territorial
second line units had reached at least 80 per cent of establishment by 5

December 1914 with a further 27.7 per cent of units reaching at least 60 per

10
cent.

° Beckett, Territorials, 39-40.
9Beckett, 6Territori al Forcebo, 131.
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Theoriginal designation of Imperial Service, First Reserve and Second Reserve
units was changed in February 1915 Y¥p2'“ and 3° Line units. Theather
clumsynomenclature of battalions to indicate the lines, viz>,1211™ and 3/f'

had been prescribed a month earlier, v
brigades and divisions were discontinued in May 1915 and numbers substituted.
Thus, the South Midland Division becamé"48outh Midland) Division and

there were now the 1¥, 2/7* and 3/%' Bucks Battalions, and the £/12/1* and

3/1* Royal Bucks Hussars. The 2/Royal Bucks Hussars was constituted on

14 September 1914 under the command of William Lawson, and th8@¢ks

Battalion on 26 September under the comdaf Herbert Williamslvor

StewartLiberty of The Lee, commissioned into the 2Rucks after initially

enlisting in the Queends Westminster F
Williams as a Terri-hotrianod uagdntotui & maao

kindd but this alﬁpears a minority vie\

P

- - - ——

The Buckingham squadron of the Royal Bucks Hussars in Buckingham market
Square, 10 August 1914 [BMMT]

11BA, T/ A 3/ 500, 6Memoirs of a New Battalionbo
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The second in command of the 2RBH was the former RSM, H. W.

Haughton, who had been commissioned in the Imperial Yeomanry in South

Africa. - Visiting Aylesbury and Buckingham in January 1915 Lieutenant
General Sir Reginald Poelearew MP noted that Williams was a good CO but

had &6émyobomnywmsd in his battalion whereas

6 e x c el The3ift RBH was commanded by Harry Lawson, and thé 3/1
Bucks Battalion by Alfred GilbeyThe 3/f' Bucks Battalion remained in

Aylesbury until August 1915 when it went to HigW\Mmbe.M In his capacity

as Inspector of Administrative Services for Southern Command, Waldorf Astor
received a report on the cooking arrangements of tiieBRidks at Wycombe.

It was short of cooks and dining tents and the cooking was far from satisfactory:

it was recommended that three men be sent to the cookery school at Weymouth.

*The battalion was drilled on the Rye and in Daws Hill Park. Leaving
Wycombein January 1916, it spent a period at Burnf@am&ea before being

renamed T Reserve Bucks Battalion in April 1916 and then being absorbed into

4" Reserve Battalion, OBLI’

The Bucks Battalion had left for its annual camp at Bovingdon Green, Marlow
on Sunday 2 August 1914 buasthen immediately sent back home on Bank
Holiday Monday 3, with mobilisation orded at 1830 on Tuesday 4 August.

The battalion as well as the RdyBucks Hussars then assembdgdheir

o Bucks Herald5 June 1931.
13 Cornwall Record Office, Pol€arew Mss, CO/F9/2(ii), Notebook, Jan. 1915.

H Crouch, Lionel CrouchDuty and Service: Letters from the Frq@ylesbury: Privately
printed, 1917), 63.

* University of Reading Library, Astor Mss, 1066/1/618, Blackwell to Astor, 17 Aug. 1915.
0 Bucks Free Pres21 Jan. 1916.



company and squadron headquarters earlZWednesday 5 Augus}tY.The ISO
request was put to thé' Bucks Battalion on 11 August 1914, the battalion

having moved to Cosham on mobilisation to dig trenches for the Portsmouth

defences.

Bucks ‘alﬂ, .-ll,G.,(-a-' I e fFrom ful‘

ol Theviin dim, Jroen -2 Sugrant ] li4
( Ave AI‘I,J ;:;v-. A redlriide riju)

The 1/f' Bucks Battalion leaving Aylesbuigr Summer Camp at Marlg\2
August 1914 [BMMT]

Initially, only 553 men took the 1SO although the number rose to 600 by the
following day. Those who did so were unequally distributed with 70 from the

75 men of he Aylesbury Compangnd 24 outof 32fromhe Company s
Chesham Detachment doing so. All 27 members of the band declined and so did
six officers including the elderly Major John Chadwick and Captain the Hon. J.

G. Hubbard, later8Lord Addington. Chadwick was posted as second in

command of the/2% Bucks Battalion but left it for the"2Garrison Battalion,

“"Bucks Free Presg Aug.1914.



OBLI in April 1916. In all, therefore, approximately 240 men including many
older NCOs declined the IS@)S.They were separated from the battalion at

Chelmsford, stripped of weapons and equeptmand sent to dig trenches at
Witham before returning to Aylesbury to form a nucleus for th& Biicks

Battalion.

-~
'i
A g ———
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.
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5 T QXX oty y ,""'r
BECRuirs S

¥

Aylesbury, April to August 19IBMMT]

Label |l edi @&eNe&vey Francis Wethered, they
ChristieMiller ofthe 2/f'Buc ks énot treated by eithe
manner contemplated by the Kingds regl

ChristieMiller had been recalled fronhé Territorial RRserve to be second in

' BucksFree Press21 Aug. 1914; Crouclyuty and Service24-25; BA, AR 28/2009
(BMMT 587), Oscar Viney, O6Reminiscencesb6 (Ty
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commanaf the 2/£'Bucks in August 1914 ChristieMiller himself was

recalled to the Colours in 1914 and joined thé'Bdcks Battalion as adjutant.

Not all those with family responsibilities opted for home gervGilbert Nash

from High Wycombeeadily doing so. Nash, who had three children, was
constantly concerned that they had sufficient means and tried unsuccessfully to
arrange a visit from his wife areddestson to Chelmsford prior to embarkation.

Nashwas one of the very first deaths in France, dying of wounds on 9 May

1915.%°

Geoffry ChristieMiller, 2/1% Bucks Battalion [BMMT]

1 Geoffry ChristieMiller, The 29 Bucks Battalion: An Informal Histos vols. (Typescript,
1920), 1,26-29. All four volumes are preserved in the Chridfitler Mss at the IWM as

Doc. 4776 [80/32/1] whilst there are copies of the first two volumes in BA Local Studies
Library. The author consulted the four volumes in August 1980 by courtesy of Colanel Jo

Christie Miller whilst they were still retained at his home in Gloucestershire.

20 IWM, Doc. 12329 [P.329T], Nash letters.
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The relationship between the two battalions was permanently soured and not
improved when the 271Bucks refused to send any experienced officers or
NCOs to the 1/1in March 1915 in return for men left behind when the latter

proceeded overseas The first and only wartime meeting between the

battalions was at Road Camp, St Jan Ter Beizen @effember 1917 when

the 1/£'beat the 2/ by 3 goals to 2 at footbafl: When the 2/¥Bucks was

asked in turn to take 1SO in April 1915, all but 140 men did so, those not doing

so being elderly or unfit. All but one of member of the band now volusdeer

Those not taking the 1ISO were sent back to th& Bicks, the third line

battalion having been formed in March 1915, or in the case of the unfit to the

83Y Provisional Battalion (later designated thd' @WBLI in January 1917 for

home service only¥ifty others sent back had not been encouraged to volunteer

but 35 of these were then sent back to th& Blicks from 3/1'in the first draft

as well as some officers who -M#ded not ¢
put it, those senttothe S/iver e 6éa sprinkling of good

unfit, of men who were recovering from operations, and perhaps not unnaturally

23 ~
of men whom Company Commanders fAdcoul d

Afterthewa t he battali ons k egdciatorf@GAs,at e Ol

discouraging membership from any who had served briefly in one battalion
before joining the other. There were also separate war memoriatother

draft of 350 men sent to the 2/Bucks from the 3/1just prior to its
embar kation proved mostly unfit and 7

?! ChristieMiller, 2™ Bucks I, 79.
*TNA, WO 95/2763, War Diary Entry, 15 Sept. 1917.

% ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks I, 66-68,78-81; BA, D/X 780/29, Diary of Charles Phipps, 28
May 1915.

# Author interviews with J. Stammers, A. Seymour and J. Tranter, 25 Nov. 1980.
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had to be met from drafts from norther

humour &6 when they had expezscted to go t

The number decliningp take the 1SO in the 1740BLI appears to have been
about 42 per cent but, overall, about 20 per cent of the men of'f2ivigion
declined to take the obligation: the overall percentagbkasie signing was
increasedy greater uptake among the Wakshire battalions. Generally,

there were significant tensions between first and second line units arising from

the ISO and the reluctance of the second line units to accept older home service

. . 26
men and to lose their own younger and fitter men.

By cortrast, in the Royal Bucks Hussars, Fred Cripps, now commanding the
Wycombe Squadron, had it drawn up in f
addressed them, emphasising the gravity of the situation. Then | asked all those

not wishing to volunteer forastie s er vi ce abroad to rein
length. Obviously, no one was able to do this even if they had been so inclined.

| was, therefore, able to inform my commanding officer that 100 per cent of the

men under my command had volunteered for serviceadbiThere were

subsequentl vy, I t27hink, t wo withdrawal

‘N

Generally, the 1fiRoyal Bucks Hussars does not seem to have had many
di fficulties with the |1 SO, 6A6 Squadr c

recalled in September 1915 that only one mandrirbop had declined to go

?® ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks I, 99: 1I. 12425,

®'an F. W. Beckett, o6The Teaterliddle(ed)dome Force i

Fires and Foreign Fields: British Social and Military Experience in the First World War
(London: Br as38 a8 Michinkdv8™DjvisionBa38.

27 . . A~
Cripps,Li f ebs ,A7.Gambl e
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overseas back in August 1914. Subsequently, 20 men went back to’the 2/1

RBH in October 1914-2.8

The Territorialsoften struggled to find the horses and hatsswvn vehicles
required on mobil i s aYRBHoouldnudtéonytvao adr or
|l orries and o6a farm cart or twod with
in October but were of poor quality and the regirdesit h o r als sffected r e

by outbreaks of ringworrand strangles in Novembeln lieu of suficient
khaki, &6dshoddy <cor duzrgmw)ngq;tathennecéssil\'vese,r e al

CTAs were obliged to find false teeth and spectacles if reqﬁ’?réue stores

previously held at Wycombe were transferred on mobilisation to the Hazell,

Watson & Viney ecreation room in Castle Street, Aylesbﬁ’%y.

Men fromthe 1fiRo y a | Bucks Hussars in the Kin
August 1914 [BMMT]

28 BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to Widm Lawson, 8 Sept. 1915; AR 8/2001 (BMMT 4,74
Notes on OAOG Squadr(Primately ptiotgdalec. BOL6Y, 4,8 Hus s ar s

29
Notes on OGHRABE Squadr on
% Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 56.

31 . .
Swann Citizen Soldiers46.
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It was also the case that psear Territorials could and did enlist for home

service only until March 191%nd prewar Territorials could and did seek their
discharge at the end of their original term of service until May 1916. There were
82,588 home servicemen still borne on Territorial returns in August 1915 and it
would seem that about 42 per cent of allriferial recruits had opted for home
service between September and December 1914. The percentage varied from
region to region with over 77 per cent of Territorials in Eastern Command not

liable for overseas service between December 1914 and April 191bnaiely

. . 32
due to the local fear of invasion.

Over 159,000 pravar Territorials would have been entitled to discharge

between 1914 and 1917 under normal peacetime conditions. Those who chose
toreengage received a mont hosirstMilitaty o u g h
Service Act of January 1916, all Territorials under 41 years of age had until 2
March 1916 to take the ISO, resign (if officei®) be discharged (ORs) and

thus become liable to conscription. Those compulsorily retained thereafter were

givena mont hés furl ough where possible.

home service achieved faster promotion since they were more experienced than
new recruits, leading to problems of seniority and resulting dissatisfaction when
the latter arrived in uts overseasThis was the case wittwo captains

reaching the 2FABucks Battalion in September 1917 with seniority over

existing captains despite having never left England previogifswter 11
December 1915 no more direct recruiting was permittextive Territorial

Force except for a few specified units.

32Becket t, OTerrit or ikEanlg |Faonrdcoesp232;alNzt,3N® oMiet ¢ hi n's

114/43 and 44.
* ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks IV, 374.

14

i



In the 1/2' Bucks Battalion, a total of 40 meneagaged between April 1915

and June 1916. In that same period, 97 chose to go home, the first as early as
July 1915. Thus of those eligible, 70 8rment chose to exercise the option to

go home. Several were older NCOs. Two of those who chose to gexjired
were also winners of gallantry awards, Lance Corporal G. Gostelow having
been awarded the DCM in January 1916, and Corporal G. Smewin the MM
March 1916. Four men who had been the subject of disciplinary proceedings
also chose to go although, equally, two othersngaged, one later killed and

the other sent home with serious wounds. The first man to be retained

compulsorily was in June 18Jand, in all, 72 men were so retained by the end

of the war_" It is clear that mealso declined to rengage irthe 1/£' Royal
Bucks Hussars. Fred Lawson complained in February 1916 that men aggd 24

were | eaving his squadron drawn by t al

the soft jobsssto be got at homed.

Yet a further legislative difficulty was that the forre624 - that Territorials

signed in assenting to overseas service specified they would remain with their
own unit and could not be subsequently transferred to another. Amalgamating
or disbanding Territorial units was also theoretically illegal. In Janudt$,19

with casualties mounting and the New Armies not yet ready, CTAs were asked
to seek volunteers willing to transfer to the Army Reserve. Kitchener had been
minded in November 1914 to seek volunteers from Territorial first line units to
fill vacancies indepleted battalions overseas but this had been opposed by
Home Army commanders and the idea dropped. After new legislation in March
and May 1915 all wartime regulars were liable to be transferred anywhere

required but this was not applied to the Territigti&ollowing the failure of

. Crouch,Duty and ServiceB4.
% BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to Harry Lawson, 19 Feb. 1916; 24 July 1917.
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Territorial legislation in April 1915 which was dropped due to the considerable
opposition, a new formE624A- to permit transfer was issued in May 1915 to
all new recruits as well as to all who had already signified adsards said by

Lord Derby-t he 6 Ki ng etfo Lbmehnc@mihriderdi ngd Ter |

recruitment.’ As opposition increased, Kitchener withdrew the stipulation that

all must sign both forms. As it happened, the Territorial legislation did not
restrictcthepower of Oattachmento6é but the ide
April 1916.

Complaints from London units were aired in the House of Commons in March

and April 1916 but clauses were then included in the Military Service Act of

May 1916 to remove thenamaly.37 Third rather than second line units became
formally responsible for supplying drafts to first line units in March 1915 but
there were insufficient trained men available. In June 1915, therefore, all trained
men in second line units in excess obt@l strength of 700 were made available
for drafting to the first line, half being replaced from the third line. In July, the
number to be retained by second line units was reduced to 600 with no

replacement although the 2/Bucks Battalion did manage keep more men

on the strength through a degree of creati@?ty\mid increasing evidence of

the breaking down of the drafting system by 1916, a constant loss of trained
personnel damaged the efficiency of second line Territorial units, which
continuedtio have a poor reputation. It is a measure of the resentment that the

War Office felt compelled to issue a detailed defence of its drafting policy in

% Randolph SChurchill, Lord Derby: King of Lancashiré_ondon: Heinemann, 1959), 185
86; Dennis Territorial Army, 36.

37 . . ~
Beckett, 6Territori al Forcebo, 136.

®Beckett . o6Ter 37 ChoistieMdldr, 2¢Rucks|e98., 1 3 6
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February 1919, pointing out not unreasonably that military necessity had had to

. . . . . .. 39
prevail over the integritpf Territorial units.

Temporary amalgamations of many Territorial units took place in the wake of
heavy casualties in 1915, and b®eamore permanent in 1916, whistcond
line Territorial; units took the brunt of reductions on the reorganisatitmeof

BEF amid the general manpower shortages in early 1918, leading to an

increasing sense of powerlessness on the part of Cfmhxlsus, the 2/1Bucks

Battalion was reduced in February 1918.

The failure to utilise the CTAs clearly resulted in duplicabéeffort and
competition, both in recruitment and in finding equipment, damaging to both
Territorials and New Armies. It is difficult to assess how much the Territorial
Force suffered from comparison with the New Armies. In a considered report in
March 1925, on behalf of thBucksCTA, Swann suggested there had been
detriment to the Territorials through the belief the New Aswi®uld see action
before them. Additionall)t he New Ar mi es received bet
moneyoO st ood abutadnlgls.0d(latér stOd) foeTgrrtdrials. s
Further difficulties had arisen from the training of the first line units outside the
county- the 1/2' Royal Bucks Hussars at Churn and theé'Blicks Battalion at
Chelmsford- where facilities had beendking. The Oxford depoacting

. . A . 41
mer el y as ,@adalsp beknlagpagor advertisément for enlistment.

Successive War Office restrictions were placed on Territorial recruiting with the
cessation of yeomanry recruiting between June and Septefitier\When
voluntary direct enlistment in the Territorial Force ceased on 7 December 1915,

some 725,842 men had enlisted in it, or approximately half the number enlisted

39Becket t 6Terrti tWana,, EFdrce in Grea
0 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition233.

" BA, T/A 1/1, Swann to War Office, 13 Mar. 1925; T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 12 Sept. 1914.
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in the New Armies in the same period. Indeed, compared to 267 regular or

reserve battadns, and 557 New Army battalions in existence during the war,

there were 692 Territorial battalionsin all, the Territorials raised 29 infantry
divisions- one of dismounted yeomartyand five mounted divisions. Of the
infantry divisions, 23 served evseas: ten solely on the Western Front
(including 6" Division); four in the Mediterranean and Middle East as well as
France and Belgium; four solely in the Mediterranean and Middle East; one in
Ireland and theonthe Western Front; one on the Westeror and then Italy
(48" Division); one on the Western Front and then at Salonika and in Egypt;
and three in India. Of the five mounted divisions, three served overseas: one
served at Gallipoli and then in the Middle Easf {@ounted Division); and two

solely in the Middle East. The other three were all converted to cyclists and then

broken up in 1916

Having been compelled to compete with the War Office to equip their units in
the summer and autumn of 1914, the power and function of CTAs were
progressively reduced his was despite there beilije doubt that, despite the
ever increasing avalanche of new paper work, they had been performing

satisfactorily and could have met the challenge of expanding the army as a

whole if given the responsily. *The CTA Finance Committee admonished

Harry Lawson for ordering 128 new uniforms for recruits to the Royal Bucks

Hussars on 3 September 1914 at a cost of £937 without prior perm?géﬁen.
the CTA took pride in the unequal comparison betweemiiferms and
equipment it had been able to find for the®XLicks Battalion although

“Beckett , OTerritorial Forced, 132.

* Beckett, Territorials, 57-58; Beckett & Simpson (edd)ation in Arms237.
44Mitchinson,TerritoriaI Force at War47-48;idemEn gl and 6 s,2293%3st Hope
*BA, T/A 1/6, Finance Committee Mins., 3 Sept. 1914.
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including DP riflesand captured Boer Mausdeken from the Eton OT€and
the plain clothes and dummy rifles of recruits at Oxford although the trousers
were a diffeent shade of khaki back and front. It had placed its own contracts
with boot makers at Olney and Chesham, and for clothing at Wycdrhbe.

Eton OTC also provided its regular NCO instructors to help train recruftae
men of both 1/%and 2/%' Bucks Battalions were equally proud of their
equipment compared to what they saw of Kitchener recruits, those at Wycombe

having to make do drilling with wooden rifles turned out quickly by the

furniture tradef17

2/1° Bucks Battalion digging trenches at Overstone, March 1915 [BMMT]

% SwannCitizen Soldiers53, 13233; idem, The&"™ Bucks Battalion, 19148 (Privately
printed: n. d.), 4; BA, T/A 1/1CTA Mins, 12 Sept. 1914 and 13 Mar. 1925; T/A 3/500,
StewartLi berty, 6 Memoi r s oBuckaHefdld2y O®.4933.al i ond, 1

o Author interview with J. Stammers, A. Seymour, and J. Tranter, 25 Nov. 1980.
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The CTA was also quick to criticize what it saw as incompetence at Oxford.
The former adjutant of the Bucks Battalion and candidate for Bucks CTA
Secretary, Sir Charles Cuyler, was askeeigalain on 14 November 1914 why
Bucks men were apparently being sent to the Wiltshire Regiment. Cuyler,

recalled from retirement to command the depot in August 1914, promised to try

and place Bucks men where they Wish%d:onversely, on 28 December orfe 0

the CTA Recruiting Committeeds | ocal é
Buckinghamshire that men from Holmer Green who wanted to join the Royal
Artillery or Royal Engineers were beir
makes recruiting in this neighbourtd impossible as the men are only given

passes to Oxford and do not care to p

fal}

we | | I n go i49ng July D915Lthe tochlorecraiiting committee at

Great Missenden was recording that it could now accept nterhammer toes,

. . . . . .. . 50
varicose veins, slight cardiac irregularities, hesnand trusses.

The CTAOGs Centr al Recruiting Committ ece
county should be given the option of joining the Territorials or the regulars but
without pressure being applied. It appointed-salmmittees for North, Mid and

South Bucks with adddnal local committees. Between 4 August 1914 and 20

June 1915 it recruited 3,2%denfor the Territorials and 2,640 for the New

Armies.” Though far from accurate, the Bucks Roll of Honour produced in

48 BA, T/A 1/13, Mins., Emergency Commitel4 Nov. 1914; T/A 1/33, Cuyler to Earl of
Buckinghamshire, 1 Jan. 1915.

49 BA, T/A 1/33, Campbell to Buckinghamshire, 28 Dec. 1914.
%0 BA, T/A 71/1, Missenden Recruiting Swommittee Mins., 30 July 1915.

> BA, T/A 1/13, Mins., Recruiting Committee, 5 Noi914 and 18 Jan. 1915; T/A 1/4,
Mins., General Purposes Committee, 3 Sept. 1914; T/A 1/22, CTA Annual Repor]3;914
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January 1918 suggested 19,450 men had enlisted prior to Juné THiA.
suggested an impressive enough response from a county with a total population
of 219,000 in 1911 but theven more impressiveality was that over 44,000

names of servicemen fromgltounty were recorded in the local wartime press.
Over 8,400 names are recorded on the

Hammond was counted among the 50 or

a whole to which every man who had enlisted returnesl saf

Responsibility for clothing and equipment was taken over by the War Office in
May 1915 and in 1916 control was lost over the Territorial ASC and the
National Reserve, the latter incorporated into the Royal Defence Corps. The
Bucks CTA continued tory and ensure that Bucks men reached Bucks units but
without much success. In April 1916 it protested at rumoured battlefield

amalgamations. In October 1916 it complained that there was an attempt to foist

OBLI badges on the 3#Bucks Battalion.  In March 1918 there was disquiet

at the disbandment of the Z/Bucks Battalion and the CTA extracted a promise
from the Adjutant General that a similar fate would not befall th& Bitks
Battalion: it was 1/8 Gloucesters in 145 Brigade that were reduioed

September 1918. Unsurprisingly, it demanded a new separate regiment in 1919

and a special letter officially recognising the services of th&Btks

Old War Office Library, Misc. Letters, 576, Memo, 3 Feb. 1915; Swaitizen Soldiers52-
53

%2 BA, T/A 1/13, Mins., Recruiting Committee, 4 Nov. 1914; 18 Jan., 10 May, 12 Aug, 21
Oct., and 17 Nov. 191Bucks Heralgd5 Jan. 1918; T/Al1/4, General Purposes Committee, 5
Jan. 1918.

> http://buckinghamshireremembers.org.uk.

54 . .
BA, T/A, 1/4 Mins., GenerdPurposes Committee, 6 Apl, 4 and 5 Oct. 1916.
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Battalion.” Moreover, in 1921 the CTA complained that the Imperial War

Graves Commission was placi@BLI and not Bucks Battalion badges on

56
some headstones.

Your kind ssalstance b desired,

: @ -
County of Buckingham
Territorial Force Association.

RECRUITING FOR THE REGULAR ARMY
AND TERRITORIAL UNITS.

Poom BUCKINGHAMSMIRY so suapbets e
Sth Battalion of the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Regiment.
Standard Holght 5Tt Sine. Chest 33jin.

Age 19 to 38 yoars.
Brcrss con be velived & wnr Roomiting Comme snd sent tn the Depdt ot Oufiond,

ERCHUITS sbee Bogiind, Riling Meaa, A ahe
Royal Bucks Hussars
Reserve 4logll-ollt,

Abply 0 iy Tinakpuaner @ Backicghom, o e Diepde, Wattsn Surem, Aglusbary,

THE

Bucks Reserve Battalion

Hegnite NTCRUTTE  Apply w the Mol qmarera, Tompin Sguara Ayiprbary

GOD SAVE THE KING.

[T N TR r—

Bucks Recruiting Poster, 1914 [BA]

*°BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 7 Mar. 1918; T/A, 1/4, General Purposes Mins., 2 Jan. and 6
Feb.1919; ibid., Macdonogh to Lincolnshire, 23 Jan. 1919; IWM, Doc. 80/32/2, Christie
Miller Mss, WO to Bucks CTA, 23 Jan919.

*°BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 21 July 1921.
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In November 1916 some of tihesponsibilitiesf the Director General of the
Territorial Force (DGTFvere transferred to the Military Secretary. Fearing
moredilution of statutory powers, the CTAs sent representatives to meet Derby,
now Secretary of State for War, in January 1917. He denied that more powers
would be curtailed but in March 1917 depots were centralised with many
Territorial depots closed. Temitial record offices were also closed with all

men passing to Territorial units receiving regular army numbers. A further
deputation to Derby in October 1917 saw the CTAs save their administration of
separation allowances and remaining depots given att&gecution after a
concerted effort by the Council of CTAs. Bucks passed a resolution opposing
closure of the Ayl esbury depot i n Oct c
position of this County in respect to the Buckinghamshire Battalion, which

alone @ the battalions of the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry is a

. 57 . . A
representative Buckinghamshire corps©o.

CTAs were also able to continue to administer welfare funds but the only new

responsibility was administering the new volunteer force from oGards

Welfare in itself was a major undertaking and one readily supplemented by all
manner of county and local effort from the Bucks Branch of the SSFA to the

Bucks County Relief Committethe Marlow National War Relief Committee,

the Quainton General W&ommittee, the Chicheley War Working Party, and

the Castlethorpe Soldierso6é6 and Sail or ¢
as the War Office was slow to organise properly the payment afatem

allowances in 1914 whilstubsequent efforts provided anaforting link

between servicemen and their communities. Christmas gifts were a particular

component as in the case of the 27 men from Tyringham who all received a

o7 BA, T/A 1/4, General Purposes Mins., 4 Oct. 1917.
588 eckett, OTer #40; DennisiTaritoriaFArmy,c3&. 6 , 139
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shirt, socks, muffler, pipe, tobacco, cigarettes, chocolate, and plum pudding in
December 195. That same Christmas, The Lee sent 29 parcels of Christmas
pudding, tins of cocoa and milk, tins of potted meat and cheese, Oxo cubes,
chocolate cake, and cigarettes sent to men serving overseas and the 40 boxes of

cigarettes sent to those serving atleo For Christmas 1916, Quainton spent

£27.1s.0d on 103 parcefg.

The CTA established an informatibnur eau at 17 Alesbuyar y 6 s
staffed entirely by women. Over £3,000 was received by the Territorial Units
Comforts Fund Committee which optrd until superseded by the Oxferd

based Care Committee in early 1917. At the time, the Comforts Fund

Committee was endeavouring to assist nine Bucks Territorial POWs held by the
Turks. By the end of the war, there were 47 Bucks Territorial POWSs in German

or Turkish hands, two others having died in Turkishdsa Some 2,020 parcels

weresent to POWSs between January 1917 and June 1918 alone including 109 to

Turkey.60

One of the most significant additional
Territorials overseas was preoccupatiori914 with possible German invasion,

against which the Territorials were the principal defence. Use of the Territorials

to expand the BEF would disorganise the force for its home defence role, as its
division into firstline overseas and second line home service units was already
judged to be doing in September 1914. Despitenaredismissal of invasion

fears by the Admiralty, there were genuine fears following the German capture

59Ian F. W. Beckett, OBuckinghamshiReeordsn t he
of Bucksb7 (2017), 194201; BA, PR 169/24/1, Mins. of Quainton General War Committee,

10 Apl. 1917; John TayloHome Fires: Life in the North Bucks Towns and Villages during

the First World WaSouthampton: Magic Flute, 2014), 267; Mike Seniw,Finer

Courage: A Village in the Great W&Btroud: Sutton Publishing, 2004), 50.

*® swannCitizen Soldiers5455; BA, T/A 1/22, CTA Annual Report, 19118,
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of Antwerp on 10 October. In any casdiatever the Navy professed in public,

its own fears of German invasion were dsepted. Plans for the destruction of

the German High Seas Fleet in 1914 had a far lower priority than the defence of
home waters in the calculation of most leading naval égufhe Admiralty

had been always extremely sensitive to what revelations might come out of the
invasion enquiries. Pr&ar naval manoeuvres as well as the deliberations of the
Fremantle Committee in 19a¥8 had consistently revealed the vulnerability of

the east coast to attack. The Navy deliberately deceived the CID and the

C . . 61
politicians regarding its true fears.

On 7 October 1914 thelD resolved to begin secret preparations to remove

livestock, vehicles and petrol supplies from eastern counties. Kéche

expected the danger to continue until at least January 1915 and even Churchill

and the First Sea Lord, Fisher, were alarmed. By 12 November 1914, there was
some expectation of a German attempt on the east coast within the next six

weeks, with a likelydate assumed to be 20 November when moon and tides

were right. Local emergency committees were hastily organised and their work
publicised while fears were fanned by the press and cinematic epics such as the
Daily Expresss ponsored OWakes Upwbwclanads newf sEmg

l nvadedd by Le Queux and du Mauri er.

Kitchenerds scrapping of existing home
contributedto home defence organisatigrewar expectations of engaging an

invading enemy inland being replaced bgomcept of meeting an invasions on

the beaches that had been consistently rejected by defence planners since the
1880s. Some 30,000 men, mostly Territorials, were spread accordingly along

the east coast. The Admiralty chose not to disclose a German apipreitihad

obtained that greatly exaggerated the strength of British defences, and fears

*! MorganOwen,Fear of Invasion170.77, 19096, 20508, 21622.
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were sustained by the press, and by the German bombardment of Scarborough
and other northeast towns in December 1914. By January 1916 it was still
believed that thé&ermans could land up to 160,000 men before the Royal Navy
could intervene, the scale assumed byvpae invasion enquiries being only

70,000 men. The scale was not reduced until December 1917, when it was set at

30,000, before a final adjustment down {0 was made in September 1918.
62

Although he had not originally expected to need to send Territorials abroad at

an early stage, Kitchener was prepared to send fH¢EEst Lancashire)

Division to Egypt in September 1914 and th& @@/essex) Divisiond India in

October to replaceegulars recalled to Europegthatter followed by the 44

(Home Counties) and 452" Wessex) Divisionso Indiain December. He was
also eventually reluctantly persuaded
Franceand Flanders in the winter of 191% before his New Armies were

ready to do so. By the end of December 1914 some 33 Territorial units were in
France and Flanders, including 22 infantry battalions. The total of battalions

rose to 48 by February 1915, ahe first complete divisionthe 46" (North

Midland) Division- arrived that same month although it was generally

considered less efficient than thé"4SBivision. > The first complete brigade
149 (Northumberland) Brigade from"B(Northumbrian) Divisbn - went into
action in April 1915.

When the Territorials reached the Western Front, there appears to have been

. . . . 64
little animasity with regulars at least amoog¢her ranks. By contrast, ltere

°2 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition236-37.

63Mitchinson,E ngl and 6 s, 218;ddsm Terktaripl Eorce at War 62-63; idem 48"
Division, 41-42.

o Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 87-88.
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would be a degree of resentment between Territorials and thé&News, the

latter receivingnore Christmas leave in December 1914 and, in many cases,
receiving better equipment. Later on Gallipoli in September 1915, for example,
an Irish officer in a NewArmy battalion, 8 Royal Dublin Fusiliers, was critical

of the training of the 1PiRoyal Bucks Hussars and their officers when they
relieved his battalion in the trenches. Yet, he himselfrftagrevious military

experience, hadnly arrived in Augusi1915 and, in any case, was a constant

e . . 65
critic of Territorials.

Friction also clearly existed between regular and Territorial officers. Haldane
had promised that suitably qualified Territorials would be given higher
commands. In 1914 no Territorial hasbmmanded a division and there were

only three Territorial infantry brigade commanders. Regulars had rarely sought
to command Territorial divisions or brigades before the way @iitiose

divisional commanders in post in August 1914, all were in theirld0seover,

only six had held the post for more than two ye%(fﬁhree years later, the

Under Secretary of State for War, lan Macpherson, stated that 18 Territorials

had risen above the rank of lieutenant colonel at the front and three at home. He
also chimed that th@ercentage of Territorial (19.6 per cent) and New Army

(15.7 per centcandidates taking up staff courgeseeded that of regulars (31.3

per cent and dominion and othewerseas (33.3 per cgmiandidates. This was

hardly encouraging givetme declining number of regular officers and in

January 1918 Derby argued that no talented men were overlooked: since 1914, a
total of 1,973 Territorial and New Army officers had held AQ or QM staff
appointments compared to 4,651 regulars. He also satifiotlr Territorials had

commanded divisions arfi® had commanded brigades, wh@&tprewar

® Richard Grayson (ed.Jhe First World War Diary of Noé&l Drury"6Royal Dublin
Fusiliers(Woodbridge: Boydell Press for Army Records Society, 2022884

o Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 19-20.
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Territorial lieutenants had risen to lieutenant colonel. What he did not say was
that most of the divisional and brigade commands le&ah lonly temporary
appointnents. Macphersoadmitedin the following month that only 10

Territorials currently commanded brigades and, throughout the war to date, only

three had become GSOTS.

In the case of 48Division, only regulars commanded it and only regulars filled
theappointments of GSO1, AAQM@nd BGRA. At first, the CRE was a
Territorial but he was replaced shortly after the division reached France and no
Territorial occupied it again until January 1918. Neither 143 nor 144 Brigades
had any other than regular comrdary officers Whilstthree Territorials
commanded 145 Brigade at various times each was only a temporary

appointment amounting to just 42 days between thératenant Colonel

Lewis Reynoldsof the 1/2'Bucks Battaliorheld the post for 15 day6$8.

Thedivision itself was fortunate in its divisional commander, the terminally ill
Major General Henry Heath, appointed to the command in August 1914, being
replaced by the i mmensely popul ar Si
Often appearing in front linkenches with an old raincoat over his rank badges,

Fanshawe was known as the o6chocol at e

chocolate on visits to his men. Some regulars believed Fanshawe was too
familiar with the men and Fanshawe was unjustly removied tife 48

Division was briefly forced back on the Asiago in Italy on 15 June 1918.

Fanshaweds well practised +tocated ept of
67Beckett, 6 Ter rTheTomes3kJAn. 1IPIBr c e 6 , 141;
68Beckett, 6Territord4i3nal Force in Great War 6,

® Charles Edmonds [sc. CheslCarrington]A S u b a | t (eondoris Beteizavies,
1929), 11516; E. Campion Vaughaome Desperate Glofzondon: Frederick Warne,
1981), 78.
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support battalions such asthe®lBlu c ks i n t he oOLemer |l e Sy
of his corps commnder, the Earl of Cavan, who had advocated holding the

front line in strength. Cavan was not thought to understand defence in depth but,

in any case, may have felt even a sttenn loss of the front linethere was no
Austro-Hungarian breakthroughundermined British military credibility when

strenuous efforts were being made to persuade the Italians to accept more
British military direction. Cavanodos ct
GathorneHar dy al so pl ayed a paeaattackhach Fans hze

occurred during Reynoldsé temporary coc

. 7 N
Bucks received the news of Fans?\aweos

Fanshawe was dismissed on 19 June. His successor, Harold Walker, who

arrived on 4 July, was modemonstrative but equally effective.

1/2% Bucks Battalion in trenches at Ploegsteert, June 1915 [BMMT]

70Be ckett, O6Territ or i3 P. L Moghtdle FirsnBucks Batalion Wa r 6 ,
(Aylesbury: Haell, Watson & Viney, 1920), 114; Mitchinso#8" Division, 220:31; John

Dillon, Allies Are a Tiresome Lot: The British Army in Italy in the First World \{&ihull:

Helion, 2015), 16964; George Cassdfprgotten Front: The British Campaign in Italy,

1917-18 (London: Hambledon, 1998), 1&24; TNA, CAB 45/84, Fanshawe to Edmonds, 19

June 1944; Carrington to Edmonds, 28 June 1944; Tomkinson to Edmonds, 3 July 1944;
Author interview with Colonel Howard Green, 22 Feb. 1980.

& Mitchinson, Territorial Force & War, 152.
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Claude Doig, the elderly and lazy regular from the Seaforth Highlanders who
took command of the 17Bucks Battalion in January 1915 afferancis
Wethered was deemed too unfit to take the battalion ab@&dquent

occurrence among veteran Territorial commanding officar@s according to

Oscar Viney, surprised to find any Ter

Wethered recoveredifficiently to be posted to command 1/Royal Warwicks

in 143 Brigade in May 1915 but was invalided home wounded in April 1916.
Bizarrely, Doig had a riding accident in January 1916 breaking his collar bone
and exactly the same fate befell his sucagedsonel Hawkins in June 1916,

who broke his collar bone. Hawkins, of course, had been with the volunteer
service company in South Africa. Another letegm Bucks Territorial, Lewis

Leslie Clayton Reynoldsnot to be confused with his father, Lewis W

Reynolds, also a Wycombe doctothen took command. A Wycombe doctor
with a rather aloof manner, Reynolds had a German wife, who experienced

some hostility bth in Wycombe and when shisited Reynolds at Chelmsford.
75

The officers of 18% Brigade in 8 (2! South Midland) Division including the

2/1% Bucks Battalion believed that the failure of their first major operation at
Fromelles in July 1916 was used as an excuse to remove the last remaining
Territorials in brigade and divisional appointmefise regular stafiveresaid

to have 0gl or i e derritonalstAhoad point whilsmdpectng t 6 o f

the battalion in 1917, Lieutenant General Sir Aylmer Huli¥esston remarked

72 . , . . A
Vi ney, ORemi ni scencesao, 8 4.

s Mitchinson, 48" Division, 52 is in error when suggesting Wethered was invalided home

almost immediately after taking command of thé"1/6
74 Swann Citizen Soldiers94.

" Author interviews with J. Stammers, A Seymour and J Tranter, 25 Nov. 1980; Viney,

ORemini scencesao, 87.
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that Otemporary officers noifedibneti ng acc

know how to make wuse o7f6TeltritbriaIiofficersaésovants

received less pay and allowances and many Territorials felt it necessary to

remove the Ts from their collars as it was seen as a badge of infeFi70rity.

Under prewar regulations, Territorial officers also ranked junior in precedence
to regulars of the same rank, including newly wartime commissioned officers of
the New Armies. Ironically, the Territorials provided many such newly minted

officers. A total of 27 men are either commissioned into other units or went to

commissioning cadet units from the 3 Aucks Battalion after March 1915
Three of the original officer contingent took command of other battalions

during the war, two became second in command of dikalions and four

were to hold staff appointmen'zg.No less than 67 men from the 2Royal
Bucks Hussars were commissioned during the war while tfieB2fdks

Battalion found around 30 men for wartime commissions from its other ranks.

ChristieMiller went on to command the 3/&loucesters in April 1918, In

all, 60,863 new Territorial commissions were issued between 1914 and 1920

but only 335 Territorials were given permanent regular commissionbe
irony was that the Territorials provided largumbers of candidates for wartime

commissions in the regulars and New Armies: the®ll2® ndon ( Arti st s

"® ChristieMiller, 2 Bucks I, 112, 12224, 189: IV, 34142.

"Beckett , OTerritori al Forced, 142.
“BA, T/A 6/11-14.

" Wright, First Bucks 120.

“BA, D206/13; ChristieMiller, 2™ Bucks IV.

81Beckett, OTerritorial Forced, 143.
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Rifles) had over 10,000 men commissioned and the Inns of Court OTC over

11,0007

In any case, there was rapid change in all battalions undprabgure of
mounting casualties. Increasingly, drafts were less likely to maintain territorial

Il dentity and it has been argued that t
apotheosis on t>tSeme Seritoriet ubits may hav®hkedh .

abletor esi st 6énationalisationdéd to a great

system was often quite arbitrary. Regimental identity remained strong in"the 54

(East Anglian) Division) serving in the Middle EastStudies focusing on
Western Command have alsoeggested that its Territorial units maintained
significant homogeneity throughout the war despite casualties since, if not from

the same regiment, replacements were from the same region with real efforts

made to ensure this was g%GeneraIIy, the reimrcement policy relating to the
Territorial Force- as established in terms of the first, second and third lines in
191415 - was far more logical than the haphazard evolution of a system for the
New Armies. The identity of New Army units was diluted ebefore

significant casualties occurred although the War Office did attempt to maintain

. Beckett,Territorials, 72.

83Mitchinson,Territorial ForceatWar 215; Beckett, -48Territori al
* James KitchenThe British Imperial Army in the Middle East;axvéile and Identity in the

Sinai and Palestine Campaigns, 1918&(London: Bloomsbury, 2014), 1250.

% Helen McCartneyCitizen Soldiers: The Liverpool Territorials in the First World War
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005
Management of Casualty replacements for British Infantry Units on the Western Front during
the First World War 6, Un p u 5, 21B21,28691Bi r mi ngh an
Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 20507.
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regimental and regional identities before and after the introduction of the

centralised Training Reserve in September 1816

Bucks was placed in District 7 of South&€ommand, which was far more

diverse than a Western Command dominated by Lancashire. Analysis of the
1/"Bucks Battalion O0Casualty Booksd shec
providing drafts came from Devon within District 8 of Southern Command,;

from Berkshire and Hampshire, which were split between Southern Command
and Aldershot Command; and from Huntingdonshire in Eastern Command. It
might be argued, therefore, that units in Southern Command were not treated as
generously in replacement terms assthin Western Command. The situation

in the Poyal BucksHussarsappears far more satisfactory. A nominal roll of

6 A0 ; s qu a dfR8H gotatfe entirh @eriodl ¢pént overseas from March
1915 shows that from the 356 otherkamvho served with it, 70L9.6 per cent

were drafted from the 2/RBH, 32 (8.9 per cepfrom the 3/3 RBH and 37

(10.3 per centirom the ¥ Reserve Cavalry into which the 3/RBH had been
absabed in 1917. Only 12 men (3.3 per gecame from other regiments, seven

of them from other yeomanry units including four from the Oxfordshire
Yeomanry anane from the Berkshire Yeomanrynly five were from regular

units including, bizarrely, three from the Black Watch albeit that two of them

were shoeing smiths. Of the 31 offser wh o served with O6AG

came from the 2fARBH, two from the 3/1RBH and six from other yeomanry

. 87
regiments.

86Thomas Davies, O6Sustaining Britainds First
the Reinforcement Pol i cy - ®BritiskkJournallioeMiligaryd s Ne w
History 8 (2022), 2639.

87
BA, D206/24.
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It is impossible to generalise the experience of wartime servicemen. There was
no one typical experience: no battalion wage like any other. There was a
constant change of personalities as men left units as casualties from battle or
disease; went on leave, or on courses; or were drafted to other units. The Great
War was not fought solely on the Western Front. It was nidt1817 that there
were more British troops in France and Flanders than in the United Kingdom.
Campaigning conditions on the Eastern Front, where the war was always more
fluid, in Mesopotamia or East Africa, were quite different from those in France
and Handers. Even the Western Front was not a theatre of unrelieved terror,
deprivation, disillusionment and futility. There were walferences between
different sectors from the flat waterlogged fields of Flanders to the rolling chalk
downs of the Somme lands. In any case, it was simply not the case that
soldiers spent their entire service in the front line. The nature of modern warfare
was also such that the ratio between comidaiad norcombatant troops

altered considerably during the war, as morerance men were required to

supply the materials required to keep an army fighting.

It should not be supposed that a handful of sensitive intellectual or otherwise
literary-minded wartime officers like Siegfried Sassoon, Wilfred Owen, and

Robert Graves waa any way representative of the army as a whole. The

British army was not one WheiGolden uni ver

C

-~

Treasuryi n i ts knapsacks, |l et alone a | ite
from the literary evidence that there was a arsality of experience linking

of ficers and men in a common communit)
generation6. There was a wartime proce

differences between officers and men. While social divisions blurreditgs u

were increasingly fed from the same pool of manpower, there still also
remained a distinction between those who had volunteered and those who had
been conscripted after 1916. While the war clearly exposed men to experiences
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very different from thosetdnome and broadened horizons, it could never sever

the link of a mass citizen army with civilian life, nor could it eradicate the social

or regional diversity that had existed in civilian society. The enormous volume

of mail between front and home provitia vital bridge, so that it was more a

guestion of interaction with home rather than the supposed alienation of
separate spheres of O0homedé and O0front ¢
separation during the war between front and home, as men wentendea

were released to (or recalled from) walated industries. Much provided

behind the lines the recreational facilities, concert parties, sports meetings and

so on- was entirely familiar from peacetime popular culture.

Generally, a largely workonpclass army was one in which men were used to
subordination, tedium, hardship and, it must be said, premature death. Without
minimising individual experiences, it could be argued that for those not
physically or mentally maimed wartime service was noessarily viewed
negatively. Of coursenen wanted to go home but the sense of victimhood with
which Great War soldiers are often approached does them an immense
disservice, just as does any concept that they believed themselves engaged in

futile sacrificei n a war of o6l ions |l ed by donke\

least to the reign of William e

In suggesting the nature of war experietite 6 Casual ty Books d
Bucks Battalion constitute a trulynique source for the 2,906 other rankd an

139 officers (excluding two medical officers and a chaplain) who served

overseas between 1915 and 191The battalion served with 145 Brigade of
48" (South Midland) Division on the Western Front from March 1915 to

% lan F. W. Beckett, Timothy Bowman and Mark Conné€llige British Army and the First
World War(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017)-635

89
BA, T/A 6/11-14.
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November 1917, and then in Italy fradovember 1917 to February 1919. The
division was dispatched to Italggether with the 5,7 23%and 43 Divisions

to shore up the Italian army after its defeat at the hands of German and Austro
Hungarian forces at Caporetto between 24 October and 19 November 1917. The
Bucks was then chosen as the representative Territorial infantry battalion to

receive on®f the seven bronze commemorative medals awarded by the King of
Italy on 28 March 1920. It might be added that in addition to the battalion war

diaries retained in the National Archives at K(g%/\there are also the order
books of 06BO6 d&anptamegndhrl d@ 1f5o0r o6B6 Co
order books for 0C6 Company from 1916

pl atoons within 6Cé6 Company for 1915,

to the information available in the casualty books.

The eightprewarc o mpani es were reorganised int
from Marl ow (formerly OAuWderR&ryd oWydso mipe
from Ayl esbury B(ufckri mgrhlayn dD&@)r neemrd vy 06C
Crouch; o0C06 from Slougthon fOromemeérwl y o&E
George Bowyeof Weston ManorWeston Underwood, the son of a former

reguat and oO0DO6 from Wolverton (formerly
under Edward Birchall. George Bowyer (latérLbrd Denham) was

Conservative MP for Bekingham from 918 to 1937. A noted philanthropist

from Gloucestershiréirchall had joined the soalled Agenda Club whilst at

Oxford and was also a member of the Birmingham Civic Aid Soeietlthe

Guild of Help. He wasommissioned in 1904, joiningaélBucks Battalion in

% SwannCitizen Soldiers130-31; Wright,First Bucks 21516. The medawvas set in a
silver cigarette box in 1926 and is preserved in the BMMT collection as BMMT 545/69.

"' TNA, WO 95/2763, 4251.
92
BA. T/A 6/4-10.
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1906. In 1914 he was working for the Juvenile Branch of the Labour Exchange

under the Board of Trade, based in Bris%%l.

The Wolverton Detachment was late arriving at its designated mobilisation
station of Cosharafter being shuntedvernight into a railway siding.

Meanwhile the Ayl esbury Companyoés bill
and a for mer"  Ater threehdayss, bhe batahiovap despatched to

Swindon for a weekO0s intensive trainir
Chelmsford. There it spent the next seven months in training and in billets as
part of the secalled Central Force before proceeding overseas. Private George

Kent fromAston Abbotts, for example, had three different billets at

Chelmsford.’The usual routine at Chel msford
to 0730 hours, followed by a battalion parade at 0900 and training until 1400.

Company parades took place between 15801630 and there was also an

A . . 96, .
hour 6s drill . Night oper.ations were ur

The degree of change in the LAucks Battalion is easily traced in Tal@4. It

I's convenient to see the battalsondos \
of relative stability (March 1915 to June 1916, September 1916 to June 1917,

and September 1917 to November 1917) interspersed with two short and intense

phases of operations (July to August 1916, and July to August 1917). The

93Ingram Murray, 6Edwar d Bi r c hBugld & SBOBD : Sol di e

(2016), 4143.

. Wright, First Bucks 2; CrouchDuty and Service21; Augustus MockleFerryman (ed.),
The Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry Chronicle, 19B4London: Eyre & Spottiswoode),
334.

* Peter KentTo the Front and Back: Four and a Half Years in the Life of an Infantryman
(Bletchley: Privately printed, 2007), 7.

% Ralph Hazell (ed.)with the Colours, 19148 (Aylesbury: Hazell, Watson & Viney,
1919), 2, 16.
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period from September 19b/nwar ds i s divided by the
the Italian front at the end of November 1917, justifiable in terms of the very
different conditions then experienced. The two intense periods are defined by
thebattles of thesomme and Third Ypres. Evéimen, the most significant

casualties occurred on a few daysound Ovillers and Pozieres on the Somme
between 21 and 24 July 1916, which cost 242 casualties, and at St Julien on 16
August 1917 during that part of the Third Ypres campaign classifiteas

Battle of Langemarck, which cost 291 casualties.

In keeping with the legislative difficulties and the retrospective authorisation for
transfers between units, there were just 24 prior to June 1916: 13 of them went
to the Bigade Machine Gun Company ustifive menwere transferred to the
Ministry of Munitions at home as well as one sent home on compassionate
grounds. Of the remainder, three went to the Royal Engineers, one to the Royal
Flying Corps, and one for unknown reasons to tHe($@rvice) Batilion, The
Lincolnshire Regimernit he &6 Gr i msby Chumsd. Thereaf
frequent with a wartime total of 185 men transferred up to January 1919. In
addition, 41 men were posted directly elsewhere after recovering from wounds
or injury on the Somme in July 1916. This was probably regarded as acceptable
since 40 of them went to the Z/Bucks, the other individual to the Royall
Engineers. These men are counted as not returning through wounds or injury

rather than as transfers in TaBlé.
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Table 8.1 GherRanks: Changes in Personnel in $Bucks Battalion, 19189

Changes in Mar July Sept July Sept Dec Totals
Personnel 1915 to| 1916 to| 1916 to| 1917 to| 1917 to| 1917 to

Jun Aug Jun Aug Nov Jan

1916 1916 1917 1917 1917 1919
Killed 37 62 56 69 18 27 269
Missing 1 61 3 44 5 9 123
Died of 15 23 14 11 7 2 72
Wounds
Died - 1 4 1 - 9 15
Wounded and| 79 261 74 172 32 78 696
did not return
Injured and 9 5 5 5 2 3 29
did not return
lliness and did 137 29 146 19 53 68 452
not return
Time-expired | 97 - - - - - 97
Under Age 10 3 9 - 1 - 23
Commission | 7 - 12 2 3 3 27
Transfer Out | 24 41 19 10 29 62 185
Total Lost 416 486 342 333 150 261 1988
Drafts In 410 357 563 194 313 153 1990

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114

Proceeding overseas on 30 March 1915, the battalion occupied an
acknowledged quiet sector at Hébuterne between July 1915 and July 1916,
enabling it to become acclimatized to trench warfare. Initially, it was attached to
units of the & DivisioninApril1 915 around Pl oegsteert

| iTved system pertaining with the Saxor
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cow, one of only five mentioned in regimental accounts of the war. Captain
Oscar Viney, the battalion intelligence officer, vaan August 915 that when

the battaliorfirst arrived there was still a shop selling tinned fruit in the village
within 500 yards of the German front line. He reported in September that all the

trench floors were comfortably bricked with bricks takemfrihe village ruins.
97

Of ficers of ‘®BicksBaBalionpVayld16 Badk/Rdw (left to
right) Lieutenants Edwin Woollerton and John Rolleston. Front Row (left to
right) Captains Lionel Crouch and Hugbombs. Crouchvas killed on 21 July

¥ Wright, FirstBucks 15-17; T. Ashworth,Trench Warfare: The Live and Let Live System
(London: Macmillan, 1980), 131; Frederick Grisewodde World Goes BfLondon: Secker

& Warburg, 1952), 110; Hawtin Mundilo Heroes, No CowardsMi | t on Keynes:
Press, 1981),-8; Hazell (ed.With the Colours67.
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1916 and Woollerton was wounded. Rolleston had been wounded five days
earlier. [BMMT]

A typical entry i Bookforéa7 DederaberGolbghamsy Or
breakfast at 0715 and dinner at 1200 with working parties detailed to parade at

0815 and drawlsvels, to work until 1145. All men would be treated with-anti

frostbite grease before parading for trench duty at 1315. Instruction would be

afforded to a company of the'8 i ngoés Li verpool Regi men

day, these parties to be met at 16b8 guided forward. As for trench duty

itself, the trenchlogforA 0 August 1915 recorded, O0A
Thunder- rain reduced the trenches to mere streams. Some had collapses of

sides of trench in Murat and Marbot. Worked hard all nighling. Thick mist

after sunrise. Had to stand to until 8.15 a.m. Was able to inspect wire and to

send out wiring party in dayliglunder cover of mist. Very ogtiall night and

all day. No shellings.)9

Christmas Day 1915 was rathmapre lively and ceainly saw no repetition of

the O0trucesd a year previously even ir
started as soon as it was light and strafed all day. Enemy retaliated in afternoon

with 5.9s on Davout, Alesia and Tommy. One shell smashed wirerihof

Davout badly. Another hit sentry group at head of Tommy. Fearful mess. 1

killed and 6 wounded. After 9 p.m. things quietened down. Cleared head of

®BA, T/ A 6/ 5, déBdbk TDetpl®i6y Or
99BA, T/ A 6/ 4, Trench Log, O6Right Companyd, 5

the sector had originally been French, Mur at

French general during the Napoleonic Wars.
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Tommy. Replaced wire at Davout but had no stakes. At 11.30 rain began.

100 . A
Heavy showers at intervals. o

T he b at mbarkation stréength was 30 officers and 916 other ranks.
Five men went sick on 3 April but the first casualty was Private Willia
Holland from Newport Pagnelihe san of Councillor Charles Holland. He was
mortally wounded by a single high explosive shell fired on 8 April 1915 when

the battalion was under instruction in the trenches, and digging communications
trenches about 1,06@rds behind the front.” The battalion had gone into the

trenches by platoor%(.)3 Another early casualty, Alfred Hale, was mortally
wounded by a sniper on 9 May although he did not die in a Nottingham hospital
until 1 June: he received a full scale milithmperal inHigh Wycombe on 5

June. Holding the line from July 1915 to June 1916 involved considerable work
to improve former insanitary and waterlogged French trenches, the demands
from the Royal Engineers for labour being reflected in the Casualty Books.

Raiding as opposed to patrols into No

experimental.104The Bucks mounted only a dozen significant fighting patrols
or raids, the largest on 1 April 1916 by two officers and 25 ORs, which cost

four dead and two wounded with ineghate awards of an MC, two DCMs, and

a MM. 105

1OOBA,T/A6/4, Trench Log, ORight Companydé, 25 Dec

Napol eonds marshals whilst Alesia was one of
I TNA, WO 95/2763/2.

2Bucks StandardL7 Apl. 1915: BA AR 68/2021 [BMMT 757/8], Birchall to Qttes
Holland, 9 April 1915.

108 Hazell (ed.) With the Colours39.
"% Mitchinson,48" Division, 70-81.
105'Wright, First Bucks 22223; CrouchDuty and Service92-94, 99102.

42



Infantry fatalities for the whole division between March 1915 and June 1916

have been estimated at just 567 For thel/1% BucksBattalionthe total loss in

its first fitteen months of active service between April 1915 and June 1916
amounted to 37 killed, 15 died of wounds, one missing, and 192 wounded, of
whom 79 did not return to the battalion. Apart from an initial cluster of 12
fatalities(including four died of wounds) in May 1915, there were only five
fatalities (including four died of wounds) between June 1915 and January 1916.
Most of the 12 fatalities in February 1916 occurred as a result of a single
shelling incident on 10 Februaryhie 23 casualties in May 1916 again came
from shelling on 15 May 1916. Thirteen of the wounds were accidental as was
one death, Bugler W. C. Ridgway being killed in bomb throwing practice on 31
May 1915. Ridgway was the first Aylesbury Territorial killaad also the first
employedrom Hazell, Watson & Viney, from whose Aylesbury and London
works a total of 225 employees had enlisted by August 1915. Around 100 men

from the Aylesbury factory were in the I/Bucks Battalion when it embarked

in March 1915and, by the end of the war, 481 employees had enlisted.

Hazells ensured it kept in touch with its employees, Walter Hazell regularly

sending |l etters th%Ritdhgewafyi Oorsmaobsr ostehrevri cwear
March 1917.

% \Mitchinson, 48" Division, 82.

o7 Hazell (ed.)With the Colours505 1, 59; Vi ney, HaRlsnBeingi scences
some account of provident and social institutions and a brief description of the work of
Hazell, Watson, & Viney L& edn. (London and Aylesbury: Hazell, Watson & Viney,

1927), 109.

“®BA, T/A 8/10/1 Blake MssBits and Piece8 ( Dec. 1971), 11 reprod.t

letters from 20 Oct. 1917.
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The rate of change was maibstantially accelerated until yudl916. The

Somme, howeveproved costly. 48 Division was in Corps reserve on 1 July

1916 less two Warwickshire battalions from 143 Brigade attachell to 4

Division. The nitial operations on 1 Julgnjoyed limited suzess south of the
Somme and those north of the river were closed down after two weeks in an
attempt to reinforce that success. The operations around Pozieres were intended
to secure the ridge on the Alb&apaume road in order to threaten German
possessio of Thiepval. Originally intended for 18 July, the main attack was
postponed to 223 July.The plan called for the Australiafl Division to attack
Poziéres from the south, while north of the AlEBapaume road, the8"

Division would attack the German trenches some 800 yards west of the village.

Starting at 0245 hours on 21 July, the™Blcks Battaliorattaclkedon a twe
company front | ed by Captain Noel ORI I
and Captai n @G#@Compady odtheaighs with Gaptain Lionel
Crouchés 06B6 Company i n i mmediate supf
it was clear from flares emanating from the German trenches that an attack was
expected. The Germans were largely unaffected by theegrtdbmbardment

and very few men managed to get forward. Crouch was killed as were three

other officers and 49 ber ranks whilsfive officers and 96 other ranks were

Wounded.logGraham Greenwell of the 119BLI described Reid, who had
already won the MC in January 1916 and received the DSO in August 1916, as

absolutely fearless and al ways the cl

110 ~
he gets. 0

109 Crouch,Duty and Servicel2942.

110 . .
Graham GreenwellAn Infant in Arms: War Letters of a Company Officer, 1284
(London: Dickson & Thompson, 1935)42.
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Despite its losses, the f/Bucks was ordered forwaat 1500 on 22 July to a

position behind Ovillers to support the main effort agaittieres. It was

anticipated that the battalion would stay in reserve. While waiting, Oscar Viney,
who had taken over O0B06 Company, mwas Caé
with a O0severe reprimandé. Viney had I
cycle without a reardjht one evening in Andover whilatith the 3/% Bucks

Battalion recuperating from a twisted knee suffered in the trenches back in

December 19151 At 0300 on 23 July, following the failure of the 1/5
Gloucesters to gain their objectiveethattalion was ordered to advarte
order to secure the position of the"L Royal Berkshires, which had been
exposed to counter attack. The objective lay some §afis short of the
village and slightly to the north of the ground over which the battalion had
attacked previously. Zero hour was fixed for 0630 on 23 July, leaving the
battalion a very short time to cover two msil® the jumping off pointyith

little time to plan the attagland only a tetminute supporting bombardment.

The 1/2' Bucks at Poziéres, 23 July 1916 by W. B. Wollen [NAM]

111 p: . . A
Vi ney. ORemi ni scencesbo, 90.
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Vineyds 0B6 Company and Captain Edwar
| ead. Reynol dsbés orders taspoBsblewHhish| | we
the British bombardment was still taki
long it will take you to ymp out of trench and assault in time to reach objective

as barrage |iftso. Birchall chose to |
lifted and, whilstb6Co mpany reached the objective
shattered by a British shell falling shdde was dragged back by his batman,
Bugler Scragg. 6B6 CompanyoyHritslh mi ng
shells falling shortReynolds helped treat Birchall, who refused to be evacuated

until the positon was consolidated. Birchall appeared to beedog but

succumbed to haemorrhaging on 10 August. He was awarded the DSO whilst

ScraggreceivedtheDCl\}Il.zBi rchall s brother, Lt. C
of the Royal Fusiliers had been killed previously serving while attached to the

4™ Canadians iM\pril 1915. Another brother, Major (later Sir) John Birchall,

would be Conservative MP for Leeds North East from 1918 to 1940.

Viney was also badlywoundedaught in the open by a
above the right hip joint and coming out (by thecgraf God) about an inch

hi gher wup, why | cannot think?9©. | t hac
Omar ked wi t hgeantr)e dc otmicnkgeimdnaiwuholurs, |t t oo
however, to reach safety. He laya communication trench for 11 hours before
managing to crawl back. It was another five hours before a stretcher could be

found and he reached the advanced dressing station only after another two

hours. He reached the field ambulance after another three hours, to the auxiliary
hospital after a furthdour hours angdfinally, got to the LiverpoolM r c hant s 6

112 .
BA, AR 68/ 2021 [ BMMT 757/ 1], Account of Bir

orders to Birchall, 22 July 1916.
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Hospital at Etaples 34 hours after he had been hit. He was transferred to Sussex

Lodge i n Regentésuﬁ’ark on 4 August 191

Area of the 1/1 Bucks Battalion attacks, July 1916

Rei dos 0 Yvas dble tm eiafarce the position and it was held despite

several German counter attacks until the battalion was relieved at midnight on
23July. In the processhe battalion had sustained another 15 men killed or

missing and fve officers and 68 mewounded. Birchall succumbed his

wounds on 10 August. Birchall left a legacy of £2,000 for the welfare of the
battalionds widows and orphans and a f
which was used to endow an annual lecture at the universities ohghram,

London and Oxford, as well as towards the foundation of the National Council

of Social Services, forerunner of the National Council for Voluntary

. . 114
Organisations.

" Hazell (ed.)With the Colours90.

““BA, AR 68/2021 [BMMT 757/3B 8] , Epitome of Birchall és wi
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The Australians subsequently secured the rest of the village, the Germans

ceasing tattempt its recapture after 7 Augulslir’.Through August the battalion
was pressed by German counterdtsadhe 20 men reported as missing during

a bombardmenton1b6 August 1916 were 6so0o kill e

f ound o fMorehossesdccurred in another attack between Ovillers and
Thiepval on 23 August. A miserable winter followed withdrawal from the

Somme befor¢he battalion experienceddegree of more mobile warfare in

following up the German withdrawal to the Hindenipliine in April 19171

Adding those who chose to go home tiexpired, those transferred and those
commissioned to the fatalities, nogeturning casualties and injuries, 416 men
were lost to the battalion prior to July 19&6nounting to a third of theriginal
strength upon embarkatigmables 8.1)There were reinforcing drafts totalling
410 men between June 1915 and June li@&dijrst significant draft 099 men
arriving in June 1915 followed by 110 in February 1916, 125 in March 1916,
and 63 in Mayl916. Typically, these men, as well as those wounded returning
from treatment in England, passed through base depots and entrenching
battalionsbefore reaching the Bucks whitstose with less serious wounds often
passed through convalescent or rest camefisre rejoining. Although the
casualty books do not record the source of drafts prior to the Somme, it can be
assumed that most were from the®2st 3/ Bucks. Most second line

Territorial units were required to be reduced in September 1915 tdi@Xof

and 600 ORs with the remainder drafted overseas or, if unfit, thi'rlr:ieline.118

115V I ney, 0 R e mi9B; iSwaonLizereoldiers9309; MocklerFerryman (ed.),
OBLI Chronicle, 191617, 42829.

He Wright, First Bucks 40.
t Swann Citizen Soldiers10307.
118 . .

Swann Citizen Soldiers137.
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The battalion history records the fir:

mostly from the 1/% Hunts Cyclists in August 1916 although at least these were

Teritorials.  In fact, there were 357 new arrivals in July and August, 92 of
them from the Hunts Cyclists. All the latter bore surnames with letters between
S and W, which suggests something of the allocation process of the Hunts

Cyclists within the divisia.

The 2/T'Bucks Battalion had a similar experience following the disaster at
Fromelles on 19 July 1916. It might be noted that the heavy casualties of the

1/2%' Bucks Battalion and that of the 2/thoth occurring in the period between

18 and 23 July 1916 had the same kind of effect locally as those suffered by the

0 P abatwlions of the New Armies from the North and Midlands on 1 July
1916.Initial training was undertaken in Aylesbury whereveruno was

available including the cattle market, the grammar school field, the racecourse,
and the printeroés f i @Hedbattaiamowed tobilletas i n
in Northampton from Aylesbury on 1 February 1915, joining 184 Brigade of
61(2“Sout h Midland) Division for a six

Forest and being reviewed with the rest of the division by Kitchener at Hylands

Park on 6 August 1915. Japanese Arisaka rifles had now been suﬁ%ﬂ'ére
officers, including three Wydhamists, two Etonians, and a Marlburian, had

managed to enlist a foreman and a cool

121
Bond Street as mess sergeant and mess cook respectively.

Replacing the 1/iBucks Battalion in its Chelmsford billets, the 2igere part
of the Third Home Defence Army, they were mostly employed digging trenches

e Wright, First Bucks 36.

120J. C. SwannThe2" Bucks Battalior{Privately printed: n. d. [1929]), 5.

121 . , .
BA, T/A 3/500, Stewart i berty, OMemoirs of a New Batt al
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for the London defences and providing Zeppelin watching posts. CHvidks
felt the inhabitants had b'andwareesoods i ¢ k
sick ofthe 2/F' Bucks so that when, in turn, they were followed by men from

the (Lowland) Division) the inhabitant

doors, or went to the seaside ahid | eft
Back in October 1914 the Ref&ndrew Clark of Great Leighs recorded that the
schoolmaster in Little Waltham had asked men of th& Bitks Battalion to

promise not to do any damage to the hall before he would admit them. The

unhelpfulreplywas o601 f you donotwillgredkyonandthe f t he
d 0 o r “There seemed some prospect of being sent to Ireland at the time of

the Easter Rising in Dublin but this did not transplleréAfter inspection by the
King on 5 May 1916 at Parkhouse Camp on Salisbury Plain, thBiGision
went overseas on 25 May 1916. It was brought up to strength by drafts from the

third line, former home servicemen from provisional battalions, and Derbyites.

12 Familiarisation with the trenches was undertaken with units of tHe 38
(Welsh) Divison.One of the battalionds Wykeham

Cummins, who would marry Ivor Stewdrti ber t ydés si ster, per

shortly before the battalion embarked |ast verse:

Then shall the Kaiser all aquake
Spi || o6ber his Munich beer ;

And whispemwith a voice ashake,

2 ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks I, 48.

123James Munson (edEchoesof the Great War: The Diary of the Rev. Andrew Clark,

19141919(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985), 23.
**BA, D/X 780 /15, Phipps to mother, 2 May 1916.
12 Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 204.

10 Senior,No Finer Courage87.
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The 29 Bucks are here.

Fromelles was the first major action by any second line Territorial division and
occurredafter only two months in France. The attack at Fromelles was a
diversionary operation to prevent German troops being moved south to the
Somme. The operation was hurriedly planned and there was some discussion as
to whether it should take place at all. Hieack by 61 Division and the

Australian %' Division, over a frontage of 2% miles, was intended to take the
enemy front line and convince the Germans that a major offensive was taking
place. The British and Australian positions were totally overlodiad the

Germanheld Aubers Ridge and the Germans fully expected the attack.

The attack, originally planned for 17 July 19%&s postponed because of bad
weather that hindered the artillery registration programme. An improvement in
the weather enableddhattack to begin at 1800 hours on 19 July. Within half an
hour it became clear that the attack would not succeed. The British and
Australian artillery failed to destroy the welbnstructed and longstablished
German defence system. Australian gunnedsdven dropped shells on the
British front line, a bursting gas cylinder causing 78 casualties in tAdatks
even before the attack began. The assaulting British and Australians were met
by heavy machine gun fire, particularly from two key defensogtipns- the

Sugar Loaf and the Wick Salient.

The 2/T' Bucks was directly opgsite the Sugar Loaf arattacledon the left

with the 2/4" Royal Berkshires to the right and the2@xford and Bucks

Light Infantry in reserve. In such lelying groundt he Br i ti sh oOotrer
actually sandbag breastworks whereas the German line was strengthened by
concrete bunkers and projecting strongpoints based on ruined farm buildings

such as the Sugar Loaf. It was intended to launch the attack from sallynports i

the British line but it was immediately apparent that these w@eath traps.
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Accordingly, Herbert Williamsent his leading companies out along the
Rhondda Sap, a ditch blown 200 yards i
however, was under German oh&gion and Captain Ivor Stewdrtti ber t y 6 s
Md6Company was mown down with just one man reaching the Sugar Loaf.

Some of Capt ai cAéGdmpary indudi@Churckedclied the

Sugar Loaf but mostere kileddSome from O0AG6 Company ma
to theAustralians position to theleft under the guidance of an officer of No. 3
Australian Tunnelling Company, Captain William Sanderson, who had shown
Church the way through the saps and been next to him wheadkilled.

Captain H. S.&CoGompdhywak umabte toenaké anygrass

at all.

Only one officer of the three attacking companies emerged unscathed, Ivor

StewartLiberty losing his leg and his brother-law, Charles Phipps, who had
soughta transfer to the REMeing killed."*’ Christie Miller reported

optimistically to Stewart. i bert yés wi fe that 1t was

dangelrzs@lln:t@.psc“) father, Canon Constanti |
chaplain to the 2F1Bucks Battalion whilst i o n e | Crouchoés brot
serving with the 1fiBucks was anothersén-l aw. Anot her of Ph
regular officer, was to die from influenza in 1918. Another officer fatality was

John Chadwickds son, Lieutenaouhds.Dougl

*"BA, DIX 780/15 [also AR 39/2017 [BMMT 697/3]], Phipps to mother, 13 19IY6;
780/29, Phipps Diary, 9 July 1916; AR 4/2013 [BMMT 629], Bean to Sanderson, 19 Mar.,

and 6 July 1926.

128 .. . .
BA, D/X 780/84, ChristieMiller to Evelyn StewarLiberty, 20 July 1916.
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Harold Church, 2/3 Bucks Battalion [BMMT

At 1830, Williams was ordered to make another attack. It was impossible to
persuade senior officers that there was nothing left with which to attack.
Nonetheless, Williams cobbled together about 80 survivors and 40 men from
t he reser ve 0 Biatentioa ohptatimg/at 2400t The attakskevas
then cancelled but the message never reached the Australian 15th Brigade,

which went ahead unsupported with further disastrous consequences.

Those troops who crossed the German lines were marooned and had no
alternative but to attempt to fight their way back to their own lines. Due to the
failure to agree a truce, the wounded were left out for several days, leading to
further deaths. The Australians suffered 5,533 casualties and the British 1,547.
The Germantost fewer than 2,000 and were able to consolidate their original
front line but Fromelles did play a role in preventing some German reserves

reaching the Somme. The 2Bucks Battalion suffered 322 killed or wounded
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from the 662 officers and men whorpeipated in the operations on 18 and 19
July. Of these, seven officers and 127 other ranks were killed or missing. The

bodies of 84 were never found. The Rue du Bois Cemetery behind the British
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lines has a mass grave that is thought to contain 52 bodies of men from the 2/1st
Bucks. According tahe Corps commander, Lieutenant General Sir Richard
Hakingt he 61st Division was O6not suffici

togoinlikeonemaatthe appoi nt ed tofithose bommideBtoper ¢

the attack became casualtilezg.Haking conalidedthat the attack (and the

> TNA, WO 95/3066, Entry, 19 July 1916; Swa@itizen Soldiers13942; idem, 2™

Bucks Battalion10-13; SeniorNo Finer Couragel4677; idem,Haking: A DutifulSoldier-

Lieutenant General Sir Richard Haking, A Study in Corps Comr(Bauhsley: Pen &

Sword, 2012), 1082; ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks Il, 184-88; BA, AR 4/2013. See also David
Craig: OThe 61st Division had the reputation

did it acquire this reputation and was it a
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casualties) would have done tHeAustralian Division and the Di vi si on 6.

great de a of goodo.

The battalionhad O6r ocky dé ti me f or s oAnethemo nt h s
draft reaching the 271Bucks Battalion in July 1917, just before what would be

its second major attack, was O6swept uf
and physique. When ChristMiller returned to England to attend a staff course

in January 1918 he was the only original officer remaining. The casualties on 22

August 1917 amounted to 11 officers and 338 other ranks from the 13 company

officers and 637 other ranks that wanto action.132

After Fromelles, Williams was removed and sent to be Town Commandant of

Arras. The commander of the 2/@BLI was also removed as was Brigadier

General C. H. P. Carter of 184 Brigade although Chidilker suggested no

one had had any confidence in @arnyway. Indeed, at one parade back in

England, Carter had asked one old soldier with the South Africa Medal from

service with one of the Royal Bucks Hussars Companies in the Imperial

Yeomanry if he had been wounded. The soldier said no, to which Gplied,
onYou wil |l be this timed, and wal ked

General oOBobbydéd White, best known for

1896.  The 2/#'Bucks Battalion recovered under the command of a

Territorial, LieutenanColonel J. B. Muir from the 45Black Watch (an

amalgamation of the 1¥4and 1/%' Black Watch). Another significant figure in

130 K. W. Mitchinson,Of No Earthly Use: The"2Line Teritorial Force Divisions and the
Western Fron{fWarwick: Helion, 2021), 74.

**! ChristieMiller, 2 Bucks I, 206.

"2 Swann 2™ Bucks Battalion15, 23, 25; Christidiller, 2™ Bucks IV, 31920, 422.

133 T T
IWM, Doc. 4776 [80/32/2], ChristiMiller Mss, Sykes to Christidiller, 2 June 1959;

Beckett, o6Daring-9a Wrong Like Thiso6, 3
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rebuilding morale was the battalion medical officer, Captain James Wilson, who
created a concert pararnyd otfThher Bé mtckr taa

officers and men alike. Unfortunately, the immensely popular Wilson was
mortally wounded by shellfire as the battalion was moving back to the front line

on 20 August 1917*

The Lee, May 1915: Charles Phipps,2Bucks (Killed at Fromelles); Pownall
Phipps, Reserve of Office®ev. Constantine Phipps, Hon. Chapldifi™
Bucks Battalion; Lionel Crouch, I7Bucks Battalion (Killed at Poziéres); Guy
Crouch, 1/ Bucks Battalion; Ivor Stewattiberty, 2/F' Bucks Battalion
(Severely wounded at Fromelles). [BMMT]

" ChristieMiller, 2™ Bucks, IV, 329, 3384, 35253; BA, AR 105/2011 (BMMT 620)The
Pilgrimage(Privately printed and bourmlc count of Wil sonds death),
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Wilson was hit as the battalion prepared for its significant actions since

Fromelles. Indeed, the adiant, Ralph Symonds, thought ttii® very worst

aspect of the whole experience of the next few .dlgi/@n 22 August 197 the

2/1° Bucks Battaliorattacked around Wieltje during the Langemarck battle that
also involved the 1FiBucks Battalion. The objective was the Kansas Gross
Winnipeg Road, dealing with seven German strongpointsblyotasne and

Somme Farms. ThHeombardment commenced at 044te attacking waves

hugging as closely as possible to the barrage. Despite heavy fire, Somme Farm
and Aisne Farm were taken but the latter was soon recaptured by the Germans.
Some of the Bucks reaell their objectives but were cut off. Together with

parties from the 2/5Gloucesters the 2iBucks dug in among the shélbles.
Artillery was called down to deal with German courdéacks until the

battalion was relieved on the night of the 23A24just.
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Area of 2/% Bucks Battalion attack, 22 August 791

135
BA, AR 56/ 2015 (BMMT 678/10), Symonds to mother, 26 Aug. 1917.
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The 2/ Bucks weninto battle with 13 officers and 637 ORs. Oésie, 11

officers and 338 ORs beweg casualties. It transpired later that 19 of the

missing- all wounded had been taken poser. This was a greater loss than

had been suffered at Fromelles or1BBJuly 1916. ChristiMiller described

the first parade after the return to
attended. 6 6B6 Company was Osfeawor si zec

6fairé platoons but the rest had only

and all the exper i éYettabatalorwacdays 6 h ad

claimed on 22 August that the men r eme

experiencesthath e camp resounded with Ilsglughte

The 2/T'Bucks moved to the Arras sector by stages but was reduced on 21
February 1918 amid the general reduction of battalions, its men employed as the
25" Entrenching Battalion near Nesle, which it helped defend during the

German spring offensive. It was then absorbed into tHeQ@BLI on 7 April

1918, the 61 Division having suffered heavy lossés.It shouldbe added that
the Bucks first and second §rASC Companies served throughout with th8 48

e . 139
and 6% Divisional Trains.

Between September 1916 and June 1917 another 563 men were lost td the 1/1
Bucks Battalion from all causes. Increasingly, drafts were to be from specified

units and, in ezh case, the casualty book firmly stated that they were

6compul sorily transferredo. Embl emat i c
reaching the 1/20xford and Bucks in November 1916 included many from the

Royal Bucks Hussars, who according to GrahameGe nwe | | , Ower e Kk

16 SwannCitizen Soldiers15154; ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks IV, 356-64.
“"TNA, WO 95/3066, Diary, 22 Aug. 1917.

18 Swann CitizenSoldiers 15458;idem, 2" Bucks Battalion25-28.

o SwannCitizen Soldiers158.
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mustard, very cheery, and haveltishor O U
not clear why they were not sent to the®Blicks Battalion. It cabe noted

also that that the Birminghaborn Lance Corporal Alfred Wilcox of the4

OBLI, who won the VC in September 1918, enlisted first in th& Riyal

Bucks Hussars before being drafted. Those drafted to tA@tks from

specified units amounted to 174 in July and August 1917 and another 278 in
September 1917. Of those aimig in July 1917, a total of 30 came from tH 4
Devon Reserve Battalion and 93 from tfieBhttalion, The Hampshire

Regiment. h September, 52 arrived from th&Battalion, The Royal Berkshire
Regiment, and 225 from the ASC Motor Transport. Significantly, from
September 1917 onwards only nine men arrived in tHéButks without being
drafted from a specific unit. Private J. T. Darbyshire, conscripted in Mag;, 191
arrived at the 58Infantry Base Depot on 14 September and was initially slated

forthe f'Roy a | Berkshire, only to be transtf

~ 141 . .
never hear do oMan2n8w afieats bezcame easualties almost

at once in boti916 and 1917. Generally, the initial drafts to the division were

trained and fit but those arriving subsequently were not always well received.
This can be borne out by the disciplinary statistics for the battalion as suggested

below.

48" Division was again in reserve at the start of the Third Battle of Ypres on 31
July 1917 but was moved up on 4 August
headquarters, a platoon, and the regimental aid post were located in a captured
German bunker known as Cheddar Villdigh still looms large by a farm on

the side of the road from Ypres to St Julien. As it had been a German bunker the

1o Mitchinson,48th Division, 129; Greenwellinfant in Arms 156.
H BA, T/A 6/13 Casualty Book; D/X 1253, Darbyshire Diary.

2 Mitchinson, 48" Division, 10304,

59



entrance faced north. A shell burst passed directly through the entrance that

evening, killing and wounding many men. On 16 August, theditalion

attacked high ground overlooking the valley of the Strombeek to the east of St.
Julien. 1/2' Bucks was given two obgtives and ordered to puah outpost line
beyond the second along the road from Spot Feépringfield Farm

Langemarck Road'lhe German defences across the Steenbeek consisted of a
complex of concrete blockhouses and strong points linked by trenches. Machine
guns were sited both in the strong points alsd in the blockhouses. Having

moved forward by night under shellfire ovdunckboard tracks through the mud
and shell holes, most of O6C6 Company
|l ed in two waves with 6D6 Company f ol
platoons were followed by mopping uprges of bombersmen loaded with
grenades whose job it was to deal with dugouts and blockhouses bypassed by

the leading waves.

H Hour was 0445The first wave moved forward across footbridges over the
Steenbeek, the second wave crossing afterwards. At H Hour the barrage crashed
down P0yds ahead of thedding companies and then every fmanutes

shifted forwardanotherl00yds. The ground was already very badly torn up by

(
I

shell fire and sodden after sever al day

picking their way across coulwbt keep up with the barrage. The Gans

emerged from their concresielters and opened fire with machine guns and
rifles. The |l eading platoon of &éB6 Co
el ements of 6D6 Company del theered a b
Germans out of the first line of block houses around Hillock Farm.

The survivors of 6B6 and o0D6 Compani e

forward until their attack stalled against a pond and a further blockhouse about

143 . .
Wright, First Bucks 73.
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300yds northeast of St. Julien. O0AO6 Cc
then came under fire from Hillock Farm, finally stalling when fired on from
Triangle Farm and Maison du Hi bou. Sor
Company finally made it to their adggtive at Springfield Farm at about H + 2

only to be overrun by a German courdttiack.

The St Julien Sector, 1917

The survivors of the attack were sheltering in shell holes andreaipt

blockhouses when at 108@e Germans mounted a courédtack. This and

several more attempts were broken up. After dark, the isolated outposts forward
of the Steenbeek were withdrawn as the state of the ground precluded digging.
A patrol were sent out to check if Springfield awas still held by survivors

but lost its way. The Germans appeared to have withdrawn to the line of the
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Springfield Road. " The 291 casualties on a single day exceeded those across

the four days of heaviest loss on the Somme. The divisional commander,
Fmshawe, wrote rather significantly ir
the mere capture of positions which is going to bring us the final victory, but the
determined fighting, in spite of all diffidties, like that of the Bucksdtalion,

which stows the enemy that he is beaten and cannot hope to beat us and must

give in. o

Since the casualty books provide no ir
by regiment, it isSoldiers Died in the Great Wahnat provides a rough
indication of geographical h ang e . Il n 1915, some 65 pe
dead originated in Bucks parishes, and 70 per cent among those lost in 1916. In
1917, the percentage from Bucks parishes declined to 34 per cent, rising

marginally to 38 per cent among the dead of 1&b8.the 2/ Bucks it is 68

per cent in 1916, 43 per cent on 1%hd 45 per cent in 1918. Thesanot be

precise since losses may have fallen disproportionately within battalions, but it

Is at least persuasive in its implicatio#ér’As an example ahe difficulties of

being precise, four of the five dead (80 per cent) suffered by tA@a¢ks in

November and December 1917 were not from the coﬁﬁty.

The scale of casualties on the Somme and ati ¥pres that necessitated
reinforcingdrafts isreadily apparent. In terms of total loss to the battalion, there
were 408 battle casualties in July and August 1916, and then another 296 in July
and August 1917. If those wounded who returned subsequently to the battalion

e Swann Citizen Soldiers10712; Wright,First Bucks 74-80.

***Soldiers Died in the Great Wétondon: HMSO, 1921), Pt 47, 58, 7576; Swann2™
Bucks Battalion30-3; A Record of the™ Bucks Battalion TF, 19348 (Chesham: n. d
[1919].

146 . .
Mitchinson,Of No Earthly Usg286.
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are also taken into account (TaB.2) then the total of casualties rises to 616
and 394 respectively. The casualty rate was never so great again. the 1/1
Bucks arrived in Italy in 30 November 19XKe&rving first on the Piave front and

then moving to the Asiago plateau in April 1918.

The batfisthbilleisiomywer e 6bad, crowded and s
were no shops. Footballs were scarce,

was surprisingly popular: oO0lt must sur

whichentered nt 0 our souls and madeOmls t hi nk
June 1918 the battalion was hol ding ¢t}
when the AustréHungarian forces openechaavy bombardment at 0300he

trench lines were irregular amid the rocky ambded terrain, making it

difficult to see, and there was a thick mist. Thé"I»8BLI, and the 1/8

Gloucestershire Regiment in the outpost line were both forced back towards the
main line, which the attack did not reach. Reynolds reported later tait &b

men from the 1/8 Gloucesters had been collected at the Lemerle Switch and

0sent forwar d a g-atiagk éestored thgfeomt e thedarlyc o u nt e

hours of 16 June, the £/Bucks suffering eight dead and 42 wounded.

147 . .
Wright, First Bucks 95.

"% swann Citizen Soldiers11520; Wright,First Budks, 10814; IWM, Doc. 7737

[ 84/ 136/ 1], Reynol ds Ms s, 6Brigade reports o
Wi t ¢ o mb, "BiiJatee Italy419171 9 Bugle & Sabrel0 (2017), 2331; BA, D-X

1253, Darbyshire Diary, 158 June 1918.
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Men of the 1/ Bucks Battalion with Lewis Guns, Italy, early 1918 [BMMT]

Di vi si onal casualties as a whol e were

line being broken on 15 June, and the same was true of the allied offensive in

October 1918." Various raids were madon the Austrddungarian lines

between August and October before the major allied offensive beginning on 31
October 1918 that proved the decisive breakthrough on the Italian front. On the
night of 31 Octobef. November the 1/1Bucks Battalion attackedsaart of

the general allied offensive, helping to seize Mt. Catz, the advance sweeping
down into the valleys beyond the Austinngarian mountaHtop positions.

The battalion advanced 25 miles in just 14 hours, even mounting one section on

¥ Mitchinson, 48" Division, 21819.
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captured horsess 6 Reynol ds & C'©Diwisidntogkoved n al | |

22,000 prisoners, 263 artillery guns and 165 howitzers.

The reductions in brigade strength implemented on the Western Froat in th
spring of 1918 reached alsoltaly in September 1918. Thés!' Gloucesters
were selected for reduction in 145 Brigade, its personnel absorbed intd"the 25

Division. It is suggested that each of the remaining battalions received drafts of

200-300 men. " In the case of the 1#Bucks,however there were just 1fhen
drafted to the battalion between November 1917 and June 1918, one of them
from the Chinese Labour Corps to take over the duties of a CSM. Another 22
arrived fromtheland13Bat t al i ons, The Dlnfargry of Co
in September 1918, and. men from the 1®Battalion, The Durham Light

Infantry in October 1918pgethemwith 40 from the Royal Army Medical Corps
(RAMC) and three from the"®Battalion, The Yorkshire Regimern

additional two men from the RAM@&rrivedin November. The ovall total of

148 is far less than has been suggested. Taking the war as a whole, the drafts
kept pace with casualties. It should be noted, of course, that Babi@$

reflect totals that conceal the extent to which individuals were wounded,

became illwent on leave or attended courses more than once.

Injuries- contusions, fractures, incisions, sprains, €teere never more than a
minor factor. Much more will be said of iliness below but it can be noted that it

has been suggested that the raticatdilities to wounded, sick and injured was

generally in the ratio of 4.5 per each fatalllfr’f.For the war as a whole, thé1™

100 SwannCitizen Soldiers121-31; Wright,First Budks, 11534; Author interview with J.
Stammers and A. Seymour, 25\Nd980.

**! Mitchinson, 48" Division, 23637.
152 .. R~ s
Mltchlnson,48t Division, 192.
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Bucks suffered 564 fatalities (579 less the 15 missing who proved eventually to
be POWSs) but 4,277 wounded, sick or injuredgaificantly higher ratio of 7.5

per each fatality.

Soldiers did not spend their entire service in the front line. Charles Carrington
recorded of his service in the /Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment in
48" Division in the course of 1916 that he spent 65 days in the front line, 36
days in close support to the front line, 120 days in reserve, 73 days at rest

behind the liens, and the remaining 72 days variously on leave, sick, travelling

or attending courses. Between April 1915 and June 1916, g™ Bucks

spent 121 days in the line or in support (32.5 per cent), five days training, 15
days entirely on working parties, 15 days on the move, and 216 days in billets
(58 per cent) but with substantial numbefsnen detached on working parties

or in training and few complete days of rest.

As for temporary attachments and courses, these also took men away from the
battalion. In all, 215 men were sent on temporary attachments prior to June
1916, while 150 werntn courses. Most attachments were to the Royal

Engineers (presumably on working parties), the Brigade Machine Gun
Company, to which 28 men were attached in January 1916, and the Trench
Mortar Battery although a number were
servants. One man in January 1916 temporarily joined the divisional concert
party. Other attachments were to the Horse Transport Depot and to the Salvage
Company. Many courses are simply listed as army, corps, divisional or brigade
schools of instruction,ut specific courses concerned the use of machine guns
(21), trench mortars (20), and gas (16). No less than 61 men attended

103 Edmonds [sc. Carringtonfu b al t e,1206 s War
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0grenadierd6 courses in August and Sept

shoeing course in January 1916.

This pattern was maiained throughout the war although, understandably,
attachments and courses were far fewer in the periods of intense operations in

1916 and 1917. FHawing the Somme, there waeme emphasis on the use of

the Lewis Gun (39) and on various aspects of sni{@hgvith five men sent on

a Stokes Mortar course in December 1916. The attachments were enormously
varied including some to the staffs of town majors, POW companies, as batmen
and officers6é servants, and one as a I
army, corps, divisional and brigade schools predominated in terms of courses
although 25 men were despatched to a musketry course in June 1917. The

period in Italy between December 1917 and January 1919 was especially noted

for men on attachments (470)daon courses (240). There appears to have been
inventiveness in keeping the men occupied. Attachments included the Sanitation
Section, the Divisional Baths, the Divisional Burial Party, the Divisional Soup
Kitchen, Traffic and Road Control, POW Compantes)e Censor 6 s st a
Corps Cloth Exchange, the Corps Laundry, Field Bakeries, and an Aircraft

Park. One man was assigned in July 1918 to accompany the war artist Sir

William Orpen while he was in Italy. Courses in Italy were also a little more

varied wih the usual arms schools supplemented by attendances at cookery,

pack transport and farrier schoasd on contact aeroplane, power buzzer and

pigegonrmands cour ses.

Those who returned to the battalions after wounds, especially if the wound had

been sufftiently serious for treatment in England, could often be absent for

some months. There was also the question of leave. As suggested earlier, those
whoreengaged and those compulsorily ret:
furlough. Both seven and eight di@aves were granted between April 1915 and
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June 1916 but eight days became more common from December 1915. In all, 86
men were on leave in both November and December 1915, with 100 on leave in
January 1916. By the autumn of 1916 ten days was the stardaedderiod

but, occasionally, leave was extended for personal circumstances such as family
illness. Once in Italy there were extensive leave periods granted, generally for
15 days to enable men to reach England. A few visits were permitted to Venice
for 24 or 48 hours in January 1919. As with wounds, attachments and courses,
some individuals had more than one leave, especially if they wergédong
members of the battaliom one caséewis Reynolds declined to offer further

leave to Private L. Goldsmitlone of those drafted in from the ASC, in

September 1918 as he had been given extended leave in December 1917 during

his wifebds il |l ness: t here were now 20/

30 had not been home for 18 mont]ﬁ%gAs shown in Tabl8&.2, the number of
absences on courses, attachment or leave amounted to 3,337 over the course of

the war, to which can be added 784 absences from injury and wounds.

lliness was the most significant factor in absences with the periods between
April 1915 and June 1916 and between December 1917 and January 1919 the
most significant (Table 8.3).There were 244 cases of influenza between April
1915 and June 1916 and 34 caseGerman measles or measles. Reynolds
established an isolation camp but it was overwhelmed by the number of cases
although he claimed that the condition of those returning to the battalion from

the camp compared favourably with those returning subs#gdiesm hospital.

155 . . ,
Influenza-s omet i mes al so des c-adcduded fol®3 6 mo u

cases in June 1918 alone, the outbreak in Italy incapacitating at least 30 per cent

**|WM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Book, 8 Sept. 1918.

155
IWM, Doc. 7737 [84/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Boakluly 1918.
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Table 8.2 Other Ranks: Absences in the'Bdcks Battalion, 19149

Absences |Mar |July |Sept |July |Sept |Dec |Totals
1915 | 1916 |1916 [1917 |1917 |1917

toJun|to toJun|to to to Jan
1916 |Aug |1917 |Aug |Nov |1919
1916 1917 | 1917

llinessand | 881 |126 (422 |62 118 | 707 |2316

rejoined

Injury and | 50 9 19 4 8 45 135

rejoined

Wounded 113 208 78 98 24 128 649

andreturned

Attachmentg 215 14 176 |49 45 470 |969

Leave 511 11 222 |73 231 |554 |1602

Periods

Courses 150 22 238 |32 84 240 | 766

Total 1920 390 |1155 318 |510 |2144 |6437

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114

of the 48" Division at the moment that the Austrungarians launched their
major attack. At the moment of the offensive, only two officers of the

divisional staff were fit for dutyl.57 Skin diseases such as scabies, impetigo,

**® Mitchinson,48" Division, 209; G. H. Barnettith the48" Division in Italy (Edinburgh:
Blackwood, 1923), 64; TNA, CAB 45/84, Airedale to Edmonds, 6 June 1944.

157 .
GreenwellInfant in Arms 262.
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boils and eczema were a continual teatdespite the best efforts of the
di visionds sanitary section while dent

recurred, the imperfect knowledge of a heathy diet contributing to poor dental

health."”’ There waslsoa spike in scabies in Italils.9

TaHbe 8.3 Other Ranks: llinesses, %Aucks Battalion, 19189

llinesses Mar |July | Sept [July | Sept | Dec | Total

1915 | 1916 | 1916 | 1917 | 1917 | 1917

to to to to to to Jan

June | Aug |Jun |Aug |Nov |1919

1916 | 1916 | 1917 | 1917 | 1917
All lliness 1018 | 155 |568 |81 171 | 775 | 2768
Influenza 244 | 18 24 - - 143 429
German Measles/Measles| 32 1 9 - - - 42
Fevers/Pyrexia 20 46 146 | 7 31 77 327
ICT 38 21 82 20 49 66 276
Scabies/Boils/Eczema/ 94 12 87 5 21 104 | 323
Impetigo
Dental Problems 85 1 4 1 3 14 108
Diarrhoea/Dysentery/ 12 - 30 4 8 65 119
Enteric
Synovitis 22 1 16 1 - 6 46
Myalgia 18 |1 14 | 4 1 10 48
Tonsillitis 12 3 18 |3 1 14 41
Venereal 6 1 6 2 3 46 64

Source: BA, T/A6/11-14.

108 Mitchinson, 48" Division, 63; Rachel DuffetfThe Stomach for Fighting: Food and the

Soldiers of the Great WgManchester: Manchester University Press, 2012), 231.

159 . .
BA, D/X 1253, Darbyshire Diary, Aug. 1918
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Recording of iliness was natways definitive, many fevers beingcoeded as
kinds of pyrexia whilsinter-connected tissue (ICT) was a generic description
for problems with muscles and joints in arms and legs. What is especially

noticeable is the dramatic increase in venereal disaadtaly. Brothels were

plentiful. 100 Hospital admissions for venereal cases in 1918 were higher in Italy
(41.8 per 1,000 men) than on the Western Front (32.4 per 1,000 men) although
lower when only combat troops in forwaiteas were counted. It wasatbe

case that more men contractehereal diseases for the first time in Italy than in

France.lelAIthough it has been suggested that malaria was a problem in Italy,
only one man was so diagnosed in May 1918. Other illnesses are not as
statistically appeent as those catalogued in TaBl& but they covered an
extraordinary variety of complaints: abscesses, inflammations, varicose veins,

piles, rheumatism (25), hernia (22), and even diphtheria (11).

The increased incidence of venereal cases in ltadgsahe question of

discipline. Regulars tended to accuse the Territorials of lax discipline without
real comprehension of the dynamics of the force. It was generally believed that
they had less recuperative powers than regulars and were more suitéid to sta

than mobile operations. Supposedly lax discipline was often cited although

. . . . . 62
military crime was generally less in Territorial units.Of the 312 men

executed under the provisions of the Army Act between August 1914 and

March 1920, only ten were Territorials: Certainly there was a different ethos

160Author interview with J. Stammers, 25 Nov. 1980
**! billon, Allies, 74,91-93.
"2 \WM, Doc. 4776 [ 0/32/2], Christidiller Mss, 8586.

108 Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition 235.
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deriving originally from the idea that volunteer officers and men might be social
equalsal hough this now tended to apply on
corpso6. There were no death s°BBocksences
Battalion although three were carried out iff' #&8vision: one soldier of the

1/5" Royal Warwicks in 143 Bgade was executed for desertion in the face of

the enemy in July 1916; anothea conscript from the same battalion for

desertion in September 1917; and one fronfl' Rdyal Berkshires in 145
Brigade for desertion in August 1916

The Casualty Boakrecord 303 separate disciplinary offences between March
1915 and January 1919 (Tal@ld). A total of 242 were single offences

committed by individuals with 18 men each committing two offences, two men
(H. Summers and F. Paige) committing three offeniteee men (T. Lawton,

W. Moffatt, and D. Novels) committing four offences, and one serial offender
(W. Christie) committing seven offences. Lawton was an original member of

the battalion while Novels was an early deafth July 1915, presumably from
the2/2% or 3/ Bucks. Paige and Summers were both drafted from‘ttafts

in July 1917, and Moffatt and Christie arrived from the ASC in September

1917. The arrival of the ASC personnel coincided with a major increase in

crime in the battalion. Some 2&ences were committed by former members of
the £'Hants but, with the added impact of the frequency of offences by Moffatt
and Christie, the ASC accounted for 54 separate offences, representing 31.7 per
cent of all military crimes committed after Sapteer 1917. It is also clear that,
after the initial bedding down of the battalion in terms of the disciplinary
requirements of front line service between March 1915 and June 1916 (30.0 per
cent of the total), the majority of offences occurred after Se@etfil7 (56.1

per cent) with 47.8 per cent of all wartime offences occurring in Italy.

o4 Peter Caddicitddams By God They Can Fight! A History of 14 fantry Brigade,
190895 (Shrewsbury: 143 (West Midlands) Brigade, 1995)/43
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Absence (usually from billets or parades), and disobedience or insolence
(usually to NCOs) were the most common offences: both increased dramatically
in Italy (Table8.5). Field Punishment No. 1 (FP4jnen being fettered to a

fixed object such as a gun wheel or a post for up to two hours peaddy

Field Punishment No. 2 (FP2)nen being placed in fetters but not tied to a

fixed object- were the most significant pigsmments. Increasingly, loss of pay

was also applied. The use of the latter in Italy compared to Field Punishment

accords with the hypothesis of 4l&cr eac

and, especially, on the Italian Front,

The ItalianFront

° Gerald Oram, Pious Perjury: Discipline and Morale in the British Forces in Italy; 1917

1 8 War in History9 (2002), 4123 O ; David Englander, oODiscipl:.i
Army, 19171 8 6, 1 n J o Istate, Harietynamd Mokilidation jn EBye during the

First World War(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997)-382
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Table 8.4 Other Ranks: Punishments®Blicks Battalion, 19149

Punishmenty Mar July Sept | July Sept Dec Total
1915 to| 1916 to| 1916 to| 1917 to| 1917 to| 1917 to
Jun Aug Jun Aug Nov Jan
1916 1916 1917 1917 1917 1919
Field 26 2 5 1 5 39 78
Punishment
No 1
(FGCM) (2) 1) (5) (8)
Field 38 4 7 5 5 34 93
Punishment
No 2
(FGCM) (1) (1)
Hard 7 - 2 1 1 2 13
Labour
(FGCM) (7) (2) (1) (1) (2) (13)
Reduction 10 1 4 1 2 10 28
in Rank
(FGCM) 1) (1) (2) (4)
Loss of Pay| 9 3 6 - 12 49 79
Reprimand | 1 - - - - 11 12
Total 91 10 24 8 25 145 303
(9) 4) 3) 1) (9) (26)

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114
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Table 8.5 Other Ranks: Offences, ®1Rucks Battalion, 19149

Offences Mar July Sept | July Sept | Dec Total

1915 (1916 |1916 |[1917 |1917 | 1917

toJun | to Aug | to Jun | to Aug | to Nov | to Jan

1916 |1916 |1917 |1917 |1917 | 1919
Absence 6 - 7 1 12 73 99
(FGCM) (2) (1) (1) (2) (6)
Censorship Offences 1 1 - 2 - 4
(FGCM) (1) 1)
Disobedience/Insolence | 32 7 7 4 6 37 93
(FGCM) 2) 1) 3) (6)
Disturbance/ Fighting 7 - 1 - - 3 11
Drunkenness 4 - 1 1 1 14 21
(FGCM) (4) 1) 1) (6)
Gambling 8 3 - - - 2 13
(FGCM) 1) 1)
Neglect of Duty/ Loss of | 27 - 6 1 4 10 48
Equipment, etc.
(FGCM) 2) 2)
Leave Offences 2 - - 1 - 6 9
(FGCM) 1) 1)
Seltinflicted Wound - - 1 - - - 1
(FGCM) (@8] Q)
Sleeping on Sentry 2 - - - - - 2
(FGCM) (2) (2
Theft 2 - - - - - 2
Total 91 10 24 8 25 145 303

9) 4) 3) 1) 9) (26)

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114.
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There was no consistent pattern with regard to the application of Field
Punishment and clearly much depended upon the judgement of the seriousness
of the offence. Generally, FP1 was applied for 7 days (10 cases), 14 days (15
cases) or 28 days (25 caseskevdas FP2 was generally applied for 7 days (28
cases) or 14 days (24 cases). Field General Courts Martial (FGCM) were

utilised for the most serious cases but they did not always result in severe
sentences (Tabk6). In all, there were 26 by January 19@Bwhich eight

resulted in FP1, one in FP2, and four in reductions in rank. Thirteen resulted in
sentences of hard labour but in one case all charges were dropped subsequently
and Iin others sentences were commuted.
was gven three months FP1 for breaching censorship rules in October 1915

having told Oohis girl déd where they wer e

months for good work on patrol and, later, he won the MM in I%g?pdell,

indeed, was widely admired fbrs courage by the Wolverton men in the

battalion.167

The initial seven cases of hard labour between March 1915 and June 1916, four

of them in August 1915 suggest examples being made. The concentration in

August might also suggest some slackness beingtddtafter the arrival on the

quiet sector at Hébuterne. Privates F. J. Stratford and E. White were convicted

for sleeping on sentry duty: no further cases occurred. Stratford received 12

mont hsd® har d | ab o uNeithercadnplétéd their@eensads,x mo nt
both being released uponeagagement. Privates G. French and H. A. Tandy
received six monthsoé6 hard | abour for ¢

but the for mer had his sentence commut

108 Mundy, No Heroes33-34.

o7 Milton Keynes Living Archive, DOP/01/030, Sound Interview with Syd Carroll, Feb.
1981; DOP/01/026, Sound Interview with Sid Coles, 30 Jan. 1981. These interviews are also
in IWM 6649 and 6656, Sound Interviews.
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sentence was suspded and then remitted upon reconsideration. The future
serial offender Lawton received two Ve
insubordinate language but this was reduced to one year and then commuted to

t hree mont hsd FP1. nténtesl todard lapoucbetlveenr s o |
March 1915 and June 1916 were Privates F. W. James and H. Stevens for
drunkenness in November 1915. Both rec
Stevensds sentence was commuted to 60

sentence remitteand went home timexpired in March 1916.

As with FP1 and FP2 sentences, consistency is not always apparent from the
sentences applied, indicating differing judgements. Nonetheless, there is logic in
the two cases of absence from the trenches in Decet@ihér E. J. Moseley

was absent for 47 hours and H. H. Burns for 77 hours, accounting for the more
severe sentence handed down to the latter. In the case of A. J. James, his
absence for ninedurs from a carrying party whilsttached to the Trench

Mortar Battery on 16 August 1917 resulted in his detention awaiting trial en 23
24 August and his conviction on 25 August. Four days,la&fore he could

start his sentence, he was killed in action, hence the conviction being
overturned. Presumably, Private MerBstein initially received a slightly

harsher sentence in the following month for being absent from a company attack
and absent for just over ten hours: both James and Bernstein were detained by
Military Police. The most serious case of all was that el J. F. J. Griffith,

who was charged with desertion for absenting himself from signaller duty for a
trench raid and being absent for 12 hours. Why the sentence was then suspended
Is not clear and his further absence from the trenches for anotheionirse h

unt il arrested then resulted in him se

Of those sent before FGCM, Munday was killed in 1916 and both Moseley and
Novels were sent back to England after serious wounds. Among the serial
offenders, Paige was also killed. One earfgmfier, CSM S. G. Bishop, who
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received a reprimand for allowing sentries to sleep in June 1915, went on to win
the DCM and the Croix de Guerre. Even the incorrigible rogue, Christie, had
one of his sentences in May 1918 remitted for gallantry in actiomght be

added as a counterweight to indiscipline, that other ranks were awarded four
MCs, 21 DCMs, 75 MMs (two with a bar), 7 MSMs, 20 mentions in dispatches

(one individual twice), and 12 foreign decorations.

Table 8.6 Other Ranks: Field GeneGalurts Martial, 1/3 Bucks Battalion,
191419

Name Date Offence Sentence Outcome
A.G. Munday | July 1915 Drunkenness | FP1 3 monthg Served
G. French Aug 1915 Drunkenness | HL 6 months | Commuted to
FP1 3 months
F. J. Stratford | Aug 1915 Sleepingon |HL 12 Remainder
Sentry months Suspended o
re-
engagement
Jan 1916
H. A. Tandy Aug 1915 Disobedience| HL 6 months | Remitted
E. White Aug 1915 Sleepingon | HL 12 Remainder
Sentry months suspended or]
re-
engagement
Mar 1916
T. Lawton Sept 1915 | Disobedience| HL 24 Remitted to
and months HL 12

168 . .
Wright, FirstBucks 17678.
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Insubordinate

months then

Language commuted to
FP1 3 months
G. H. Odell Oct1915 Breach of FP1 3 monthg Remitted
Censorship after two
months for
good work on
patrol
F.W.James | Nov 1915 Drunkenness | HL 90 days | Served
H. Stevens Nov 1915 Drunkenness | HL 90 days | Commuted to
FP1 60 days
G. Pykett Nov 1916 Drunkenness | Reduced in | -
Rank
E. J. Moseley | Dec 1916 Absence from FP1 3 monthg Commuted to
Trenches FP1 1 month
H. H. Burns Dec 1916 Absence from HL 6 months | Served
Trenches
D. Novels June 1917 | Selfinflicted | HL 24 Commuted to
wound and | months FP1 90 days
negligence
J. Mortimer July 1917 Disobedience| FP2 28 days | Served
A. Stokes | Aug 1917 Forging leave| Reduced in | -
pass Rank
A. J.James | Aug 1917 Absence from| HL 9 months | Cleared of
carrying party conviction
M. Bernstein | Sept 1917 | Absence from HL 12 Suspended
attack months and Remitted
E. C. Marshall | Dec 1917 Gambling and FP1 56 days | Served
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Obscene

Language

J. McPherson | Dec 1917 Disobedience| HL 12 Commuted to
and months FP1 90 days
Threatening
Superior

A.W. McLaren | Dec 1917 Disobedience| FP1 90 days | Served

W. Christie Feb 1918 Drunkenness | FP1 70 days | Served

F. Trott Mar 1918 Disobedience| FP1 90 days | Served
and
Threatening
Superior

A.G. Holyoake | May 1918 Neglecting to | Reduced in | -
post sentries | Rank

J. F. J. Griffith | Aug 1918 Desertion HL 7 years | Suspended
from duty
during raiding
party

J. F. J. Griffith | Oct 1918 Absence from FP1 90 days | Served
trenches

C.W. Stevens | Oct 1918 Neglecting to | Reduced in | -
relieve rank
sentries

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114.

ChristieMiller suggested there was little crime in the*2Blcks Battalion but

that there were four habitual offendelr6§.The 2IfBucks o

' ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks I, 10306.
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occasionally gives the punishments awarded. Thus, on 131841, nine FP1

sentences are listed: ten days each for two men for dirty boots and being late on
parade, and for improper remarks to a NCO,; six days each for three men for

losing a rifle, for being unshaven and improperly dressed on parade, and for
beingdirty on parade; three days each for two men for falling out of a march

without permission, and for hesitating to obey a NCO; four days for trying to

steal rations; and two days for losing army biscuit rations. On 13 September

1917 five da yeslforakimdropev eemarkaornaadNCd; and on 6
January 1918 one man received 10 days(

and for improper remarks, while two men were fined 12s.6d each for losing the

. . . 170
cooking dixie.

Reynol dsoés | et t adicatibnmfohis attitudestawardsl some |
indiscipline after taking command of the battalion in June 1916. He was
conscious of the inexperience of NCOs in two of the cases that went to FGCM.
Sergeant Smith failed to place McPherson under arrest for drunkenness soo

than was the case in December 1917 and before McPherson threatened him.

Smith was reprimanded although it went unrecorded in the casualtyl%ok.
Similarly in March 1918, Lance Corporal P. W. Goodway was unaware that he

should have placed Trott unddose arrest for swearing at him amelhad not

immediately informed SM Loveday.172

170
TNA, WO 95/3066.

™ \WM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss Letter Book, 22 Dec. 1917.

172
IWM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Book, 30 Mar. 1918.
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Lieutenant Colonel Lewis Reynolds, 1Bucks Battalion [BMMT]

Trott had form, having received 14 da)
NCO in November 1917. Reviewing the cases of Corporal A. Wallace and

Privates G. W. Ashley and F. E. Chaplin in July 1918, Reynolds was not

altogether happy with the evidence lo¢éin threatening the Military Police,
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commenting that the | atterds general &
l nstancesao. R e y n doé geseralty reliableggamd, whidkh | | ac e t
three had admitted being in an out of bounds café, hevbdlihem when they

said they had gone to buy leather polish and were not aware the premises was

also a café. One of the military police who corroborated the testimony of others

had not even lan presentl.73 Unsurprisingly, the casualty books show all three
receiving only severe reprimands. March 1918 Reynolds also investigated
reported assault on an Italian woman but as the perpetrator had left his bayonet

and belt behind and no one in the battalion was short of either it was deemed to

be another battan to blame.l "

Of 30 officers who embarked with tié1% Bucks Battalion in March 1915, 14

were prewar officers in the battalion and, therefore, familiar to many of the

ot her ranks. The adjut an twarrdguldribuehe 06 Do c
was posted to thé®3Army Infantry School in November 1914 before later

taking command of the 1740BLI in 145 Brigade in June 1916. Most were

educated at public school: Edward Birchall, George Bowyer, and Rex Gregson

Ellis at Eton; Lionel Crouch and hisother, Guy, at Marlborough; Philip Hall

at Mal ver n; and John Hil |l and Philip e
Winchester. Philip Wright, originally from Adlington in Lancashire, was

adjutant from 1916 and 1917 and second in command in 1918, later compiling

the battalion history. Hi s brother 0Tc
duties in June 1915 and did not return to the battalion. Further staff posts

followed with VII Corps and 11 Division and he was killed serving as Brigade

Major with the &' Brigade in May 1918. An excellent cricketer, he had kept

wicket for Winchester, Oxford and four times for Lancashire. Two other

"*\WM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Book, 3 Jul. 1918.

174
IWM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Book, 21 Mar. 1918.
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brothers also servad the war GeoffreyWrightin the RFA and Frank with the
West Yorkshire Regiment, the latter being selyanmunded and dying from

the effects of his wounds in 1922°L i eut enant (Il ater Capt e
Green served with the battalion until seconded to 145 Brigade Machine Gun
Company in 1916. In the Sared World Warhe servedis a Flight Lieutenarih

the RAF Volunteer Reserve as an air gunner, being captudedy 1940when

his aircraft was shot down. Imprisoned in Stalag Luft Il at Sagan, he was the
33%and oldestat 56)of the 76 men who got through the tunnel during the

0Gr eat Esc a94 Soon recaptdred, lee lwas fortunate not to be

among the 50szapers murderday the Gestapo, being one of tinen returned

to the camp.

Lewis Reynolds had been at Wycombe Royal Grammar School and Gerald

Neave at Bedford Grammar School. Most, too,enmofessional men. The

second in command, Lionel Hawkins, of course, was manalgiagtor of

Mc Corquodal eds whi | ©OscarNieey ffomIHazsll, was a
Watson & Virey, the Aylesbury printersiad joined the battalion at Lionel

Crouc h ingtation in January 1914rthur Vernonwas an estate agehionel

and Guy Crouchvereboth solicitors with Lionel dagy clerk to the county

counci,Ge or ge 0 P i-Hpmpdén wht@lboaa isdlicit@éeorge Bowyer

a lawyer; and Geraldeave was a Céyn tea planter. Rather similarlgs

suggested earlier, the officers of the®2Blcks had several officers educated at

public schools Christiiller also spokeoan 61 nns of Court co
including Harold Churcha barrister andhember of the Vinters Livery

Company.Those who were legallgualified assisted a number of men drafted

intothe2/fBucks from northern battalions i

e Henry Lowndes WrightFour Brothers and the World War: The Private Record of their
Father for his GrandchildrefHove: Combridges, 1933).
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furlough that had been denied them. Additionally, Church successfully
defended one private @atsed of absence from parade by showing that his

company had two separate parade locations and neither had been properly

specified in orders. The reality was that they were only 20 yardslé%&ﬂter
the disaster at Fromelles, the 2Bucks Battalion reeived 12 officers from the
Manchester Regiment, of whoomel ast ed only just quarte

before being wounded, as well as five others from the Wiltshire Regiment

although eventually it received five from the 3BLucks Battalion.

The pnior officers- ten of whom had joinethe 1/ Bucksin September 1914
- required what have been characterised as transactional rather than

transformative skills since many of the other ranks remained.are

Territorials linked intimately to their cotmcommunity.178 Only two of the 30
served with the battalion throughout the war, Reynolds being one and the other
the quartermaster and former RSM, Edward Nicol, who was commissioned in
January 1915. Of the remainder, four were killed or died of wounds; eight were
wounded five of whom returned at various times; two were invalided home;

one was taken prisoner, and three moved to other duties. Of the original cohort,
13 were prewar Territorials, nine had attended public school, and two grammar
schools, while five were Oxlalge graduates. Eleven were employed in the

professions and three in commerce.

Throughout the entire period of active service a total of 139 officers passed

through the 1/ Bucks Battalion. "~ As indicated in Tabl8.7, a total of 16

176ChristieMiIIer, 2" Bucks I, 6; SeniorNo Finer Courage 78.
" ChristieMiller, 2" Bucks I, 196-99.
e Mitchinson, Territorial Force at War 33, 3536.

179 . .
Wright, First Bucks 120, 17996.
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were Killed, with vo missing (one a prisoner), four died of wounds, and 38
wounded did not return to the battalion. As with other ranks, the more

significant changes of personnel occurred with the casualties on the Somme and
at Third Ypres: 20 officers were lost in July afvdgust 1916 with another 17

lost in July and August 1917. Again officer replacements would not be from the

county, the arrival of 13 officers from the Essex Regiment in September 1916

being, o6it must be adl?%Atbtalefﬂl,moesomet hi nocg
officers joined from the ®Essex, 8§ Buffs and ' Artists Rifles in September
1917.

Reynolds frequently commented on his officers in his letter books. Captain
Oscar Viney, for example, returned to the battalion in February 1917 but the
severe abdninal wound he had sustained from shell splinters on 23 July 1916
was still discharging and he should not have been sent back at all. He was
invalided home in March 1917. After hard service and many fighting patrols
since July 1915 and shaken by a shelimaon 23 July 1916, Captain Ralph

Young had lost his nerve by June 1917 and badly needed reassignment to the

181 A~ . . .
rear, Youngos surviving |letters certainl

experienced after joining the battalion in July 1915, not least in the-water

logged trenches in the winter of 1916. o

Reynolds found replacement officers were of declining quadityhe war
progressed. A newly arrived 40 year old platoon commander, Lieutenant

Francis Ollard, sent to the battalion in March 1917 was lacking in energy

160 Wright, First Bucks 46.

" \WM, Doc.7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Books, 11 Apl., and 23 Tome.

182
IWM, Doc. 20933 [14/15/1], 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.
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despite his coolness in action. Ollard was wounded in August 1917 and went

subsequently to thé"Resrve Battalion. ~ Two subalterns in March 1918,

Table 8.7 Officers: Changes in Personnel'Blicks Battalion, 19149

Changes | Mar July to Sept July to Sept Dec 1917| Totals
in 1915to | Aug 1916 to | Aug 1917to |to Jan
Personne| June 1916 June 1917 Nov 1919

1916 1917 1917
Killed 2 7 3 2 1 1 16
Missing | - 2 - - - -
Died of - 2 1 - 1 - 4
Wounds
Wounded| 5 8 6 10 2 7 38
and did
not return
Il and 4 1 6 1 3 1 16
did not
return
Injured 2 - 1 - - 1 4
and did
not return
Transfer | 5 - 6 4 5 7 27
Out
Total 18 20 23 17 12 17 107
Lost
Drafts In | 18 13 33 7 31 7 109

Source: BA, T/A 6/1114

1
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IWM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Books, 27 Jul. 1917 and 6 Apl. 1918.




Second Lieutenants Max Butlin and Vernon Cowlishaw, had had little

command experience. The latter was eventually sent totislegence Corps in

September as he had shown no demonstrable powbmlra!frship.184

Lieutenant Francis Passmore was involved in a range accident in July 1917
when Private F. J. Thompson was wounded while firing a revolver. Passmore
had received littleevolver instruction at his cadet unit although he went on to

win the MC while Second Lieutenant Max Butlin also arrived in January 1918

without adequate training although he immd\rapidly.185 Between them,
however, officers earned while with the batiali6 DSOs and two bars, 26

MCs and one bar, an OBE, five Italian decorations, and one French decoration.
186

In terms of absences, illnesses peaked in the last period of December 1917 to
January 1919, as did leave periods and attachments with the enadpihe

leaves granted between March 1915 and June 1916. It might be noted that the
number of leave periods for officers were more generous than for other ranks. In
keeping with the record of other ranks, venereal cases increased in Italy albeit

that thog of officers occurred after the armistice (Tal@é&sand8.9).

With the armistice in Italy signed on 4 November 1918, news of that on the

Western Front seven days |l ater Twas met

1/7" Royal Warwicks was selected to remain in Italy and th8 Gléucesters

***\WM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynolds Mss, Letter Books, 7 May and 25 Sept. 1918.

"% \WM, Doc. 7737 [74/136/1], Reynds Mss, Letter Books, 15 July 1917; 24 Mar., and 7

May 1918.
**®\Wright, First Bucks 17275.

" TNA, WO 95/4251, Entry, 11 Nov. 1918,
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sent to be part of the Allied Control Force in Albania, hence the 92 men sent to
the former and 16 to the latter by the Bucks in February and March 1919. These
were all men enlistedfter 1916 and were given the choice of battalion to which
they were sent, with most choosing the Warwicks as they were staying in Italy

and were now commanded by Philip Hall, a-par Bucks Territorial who had

l ed 6C6 CoylssDrcermant@mlouSyeegleant Cecil o6Pat

decorator, engaged as a regular for 21 years in September 1918 and he was

Table 8.8 Officers: Absences, i/Bucks battalion, 19349

Absences | Mar Julyto | Sept Julyto |Septto | Decl1l7 | Totals
1915to | Aug 1916 to | Aug Nov to Jan
Jun 1916| 1916 Jun 1917| 1917 1917 1919
llinessand | 14 1 10 - - 21 46
rejoined
Injured and | 1 - 1 - - - 2
rejoined
Wounded |6 9 3 1 - 13 32
and rejoined
Attachments 17 3 20 6 7 43 96
Courses 24 3 29 3 8 26 93
Leave 77 2 28 5 13 52 177
Period
Total 139 18 91 15 28 155 446

Sources: BA, T/A 6/1114.

188 . .
Wright, First Bucks 141-42.
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Table 8.9 Officers: llinesses, I/Bucks Battalion, 19149

llinesses Mar |July |Sept |July |Sept |Dec | Totals
1915 |to 1916 |to to 1917
to Aug |to Aug | Nov |toJan
June | 1916 |June | 1917 | 1917 | 1919
1916 1917
All lliness 18 2 16 1 3 22 62
Influenza 3 - 1 - - 8 12
Measles/German 3 - - - - - 3
Measles
Fevers/Pyrexia 1 1 2 - 2 1 7
ICT - - - - - - -
Scabies/Boils/Eczemi 2 - 1 - - 2 5
Impetigo
Dental Problems 2 - - - - 2
Diarrhoea/Dysentery/| 1 - 1 - 1 1
Enteric
Synovitis 1 - - 1 - - 2
Myalgia 1 - - - - - 1
Tonsillitis - 1 3 - - 1 5
Venereal 1 - 1 - - 3 5

Sources: BA, T/A 6/1114

retained forthe Army of Occupation in February 1919. Pallett was later
commissioned and, as Captain Quartermaster, was one of the few officers of the
1% Bucks Battalion to escape from the destruction of the battalion at

Hazebrouck in May 1940: he was awarded the Mi&fx t r i cat i ng t he
E c h e | teadiing abbgyonet charge after it was cut off.
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Amid the routine training and frequent sports, 34 men found themselves on
attachments in February, many at Labour or POW camps, some on the Leave
Train and two men operatirige cinema of the 1/4Battalion, OBLI. There was
also the death of Private F. W. Thompson of High Wycombe from injuries
sustained in an unspecified fatal shooting incident at Cherbourg in February
1919 for which a court of enquiry was instituted. Thonmpisad rejoined the
battalion from leave in January 1919 and had been retained for further service,
and was presumably on his way back to England. The regimental history

claimed that although training was reduced (largely to drill) and sports

increased, dgpline got stricter after the armistice. There were, however,

few disciplinary offences in February and March 1918. Two men lost pay for
absence in February with anther awarded severo@&gfor deficiencies in the

kitchen wagon on the troop train aablsence from duty at the kitchen. There

were two further FGCI Private C. W. May, formerly of the ASC, receiving

si X mont hwfordbobayidg comanbnols whilsttached to the

| aundry, and Private E. J. Wardell r e
negligently discharging a pistol and wounding an Italian civilian. As men were
transferred or demobilised, the battalion dwindled to a cadre of five officers and

50 men with its last parade in Italy on 23 March 1919. The cadre reached

Aylesbury on Mondayl1 March to a civic receptiorlf?O

The 1/1st Bucks Battalion looked very different in 1%t8n that which had
embarked in 1915. Change was constant even without the heavier losses
resulting from intensive operational periods, those wounded or falling ill
increasingly less likely to return to the Bucks. Temporary attachment, courses

and leave periods took large numbers away from the Bucks during less intensive

" \Wright, First Bucks 14041.
190 .
Bucks Herald5 Apl. 1919;Bucks Advertiserl2 Apl. 1919.
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operational periods but the extent of illness was even more significant.
Influenza was the predonant illness and made its presence felt long before the
outbreak usually associated with 1918 Drafts, which invariably kept pace

with losses, increasingly came from aBacks units. New arrivals in 1917

posed greater disciplinary challenges, coincidinity general deterioration of
discipline in Italy, by which time there was also less willingness to inflict
severer forms of punishment. Nonetheless, overall, the disciplinary record was

good.

As suggested by the £/Bucks at least in terms of draftsiging from

elsewhere,tere could be tensionghis also applied to relationshipstween
Oveteransd® and new arrivals and rivalr
lines when drafted to each other as well as in the initial reduction -aVaire

yeomany regiments from four to three squadrons and of infantry battalions

from eight to four companies.

Such tensions werertainlyapparent in the Royal Bucks Hussars, whose

experience of the war differed markedly from the Bucks Battalions in serving

mostly aitside France. The four squadrons assembled at Aylesbury,

Buckingham, Chesham and Hig¥lycombe orb August 1914. Whilsthe

regimental headquarters was at Buckingham, a depot and recruiting office was
opened at Lucasobés PawnbrmoMedicas i n Wal t c
inspections were held at the King's Head for new recruits. As well as at the
Kingbs Head, yeomen were also billetec
Wycombe, squadron headquarters were established at the Red Lion Hotel. Men

were billeted irthe town, and horses obtained and stabled.

The regiment as a whole left for Reading on 11 and 12 August 1914, the four
squadrons being reorganised into three. After ten days at Reading, the regiment
moved with the 2 South Midland Mounted Brigade to the east coast, billeted
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first at Great Saxham then Brandon Park, Aylsham and Cromer before briefly
returning to Churn and Steventon. After an expected summons to France did not
materialise, the regiment was posted onceerio the east coast, being billeted

at Great Ryburgh and WhissonsettloahNovember 1915. There wesme

jealousy when the 1#Oxfordshire Yeomanry was posted to the Western Front

as divisional cavalry in September 19%LgiAccording to Sir Everard

Duncombe, the regiment managed to hide its best horses from Oxfordshire
Opress 192g_iarmalg/\/salt“aar. Rothschild presented the regiment with another

maxim gun in November 1914,

Just as Tommy AgaRobartes andRivvy6Grenfell transferred from the
regment for active service elsewhere before it went overseas itself, so, too, did
other officers A former regular and a Bucks county cricketer, Sydney Fairbairn

from Thame Park transferred to the Grenadier Guards after recovering from

being wounded at Gaioli. *** AlexanderwWernher from the wealthiamily of

Luton Hoo in Bedfordshire joined the regiment in November 1914, but
transferred to the Welsh Guards, being killed in September 1916. A student at
the Royal School of Mines, Kenneth Restall, enlistethéregiment as a

trooper in November 1914, but was commissioned almost immediately into the

12" Middlesex Regiment. He was also killed in September 1916.

ot Cripps,L i f eGamble A9.
“2BA, AR 105/2011 [BMMT 608], Duncombe to Churchill, 5 Apl. 1955.
“*BA, T/A 1/6, CTA Mins., 5 Nov. 1914.

194John FairbairnSydney Fairbairn: Letters and Diaries, 1928 (Bridport: Privately
printed, 2005), 48.

195'AlexanderPigott Wernher, ?' Lieutenant, The Welsh Guards who fell in action at Ginchy,

France, September T01916(Privately published memorial volume, n. dYith the 1¥'
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The 1/f'RBH went to Egypt from Avonmouth on 5 April 1915 undertaking
troop and squadron trang including night work in the desert, improving the
riding skills of drafts from the 2/1Bucks, and bringing the horses back to full
health and fitness after the voyage out. Fortunately, only six horses had been

lost on the voyage out compared to 2%hia 1/ Berkshire Yeomanry and 30

in the 1/ Dorset Yeomanryl.%A |l i st of O6AO6 Squadron
glimpse of the regiment at embarkation since it includes some details of
occupdions and when men had enlisi@@ble 8.10)Of nine officers only

Fred Lawson and Anthony de Rothschild werewee Territorials, with one

other commissioned in 1914 and the remainder all in 1915. Of the 158 NCO
and other ranks, only 14 (8.8 per gemere prewar yeomen whé 61 had

enlisted in 1914 (38.3 peent), and 31 in 1915 (19.4 per cemio date was

given for the remaining 53 and it is likely that several werenameyeomen.

The traditional preponderance of farmers was still marked in terms of wartime
enlistment but tradesmen were also still promiradtitough, perhaps inevitably

skilled and unskilled manual workers were more forthcoming than had been the
case before the war, Of those who embarked, 33 men were still with the

regiment in November 1918"

Middlesex: Letters from Lieut. Kenneth Restall, 226%Drewett & Sons, memorial volume,
1917.

“°BA, AR 8/2001 [BMMT 474]Not es on 6 ¥46; /K, DandambenDiary,
Doc. 11863 [02/16/1], 29 July 1915; BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to William Lawson, 23

Apl. 1915,

197
BA, D206/24.

198 . .
BA, D206/ 17, Liddington to Freddwson, 27 Apl. 1919; T/A 3/27.
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Table810: Occupati ons JRoyabBuéks Hussars Aprilon, 1/
1915
Prewar| 1914 1915 Unknown Total
yeomen enlistments | enlistments | enlistment
date
Independent | - 1 - - 1 (0.6%)
Farmer 7 13 4 11 35
(22.0%)
Profession 1 5 2 4 12 (7.5%)
Clerk 1 6 6 19
(11.9%)
Trade 2 15 10 6 33
(20.7%)
Craft 1 3 3 3 10 (6.2%)
Skilled Manual| 2 11 1 9 23
(14.4%)
Unskilled - 4 2 7 13 (8.1%)
Manual
Not Given - 3 3 7 13
Total 14 61 31 53 159
Source: BA, D206/24
Early experiences in Egypt includgpdlicing and sport agell as training.199
One sentry found asleepwgs ven 78 days CB. John Gre

199 Fairbairn (ed.)Sydney Fairbairn6-7, 12, 16.
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most respectable Buckinghamshire Farmer, so his family will be surprised to

hear of his exz%oeriences i n Egypto.

Sir Everard Duncombe and Fred Lawson weoth sent to Gallipoli on 1August
to act as military landing officers. Fred Lawson was posted to Anzac Cove

where they were 6clinging on by our e\

cl i¥6®d and 6Co sguadrons foll owed di s
on 13 August 1915, a much reduced and
with all the horses in Egypt under Major Warren Swire. AbouBQ@riginal

men from O0AOG sigkggptandd @0 orse from the athdr two

squadrons but only 70 men were fit for duty. They were then reinforced by 170

men from the 2fLand 3/2'RBH in September 1915. Soroéthese lattemen

were sat outto be part of a composite regiment to be sent to $aon

October 1915 but this did not then happzcglqu.\/leanwhile 2° Mounted Division

was committed to extending the beachhead established by landing at Suvla Bay
6 August 1915, in itself intended to secure a new base area in order to support a
series of offasives elsewhere on the peninsula, particularly that by the Anzacs

at Sari Bair. The landing was largely unopposed and there is little doubt that the
commander of the British IX Corps, Lieutenant General Sir Frederick Stopford,
failed to seize the opportiiy to consolidate the beachhead by pushing his

troops inland to take the high ground at what became known as Chocolate and
Scimitar Hills. As a result, the Turks were able to occupy the heights. A now

familiar struggle for the heights ensued.

200Queen Mary University Library (hereafter QMUL), Lyttelton Mss, PP5/GRE/28/3, John

Grenfell to 6K6, 22 May 1915.

20t BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to Harry Lawson, 1 Aug. 1915¢ldaarn (ed.),Sydney

Fairbairn, 29, 47.

202 p:
BA, AR 8/2001 [BMMT 474]Not es on QWW-69. Squadr on
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The plannedssault on the high ground at Suvla Bay on 21 August 1915
involved the 1 and 29 Divisions in the lead, with the"®2Mounted Division

in reserve to the 39Division. The yeomen moved up to the hill known as Lala
Baba on the night of 20/21 August. Tétillery bombardment opened at 1430
hours, the timing intended to take advantage of the sun in the west illuminating
the Turkish positions and also handicapping Turks firing into the glare.
Unfortunately, there was a mist blurring the objectives andpaitsading a
background to the attackers so far as the Turks were concerned. In addition,

limited ammunition meant that the bombardment lasted only half an hour.

When the 29 Division could make no headway against Scimitar Hill, the
yeomen were ordered aadvance to their support at 1730 hours. The task of the
2" Mounted Division, including the 171Royal Bucks Hussars, was to advance
across the dry and exposedt3alke to the low scrub beyondhow alight from
artillery fire - and towards Chocolate discimitar Hills. Advancing in extended
order, the men were an easy target for Turkish artillery. Many men halted under
cover of Green Hill to the west of Scimitar Hill but Brigadier General Lord
Longfordcommanding % Mounted Brigadearrying a walking tick led a

charge over Green and Chocolate Hills, up the summit of Scimitar Hill. As Fred
Lawson wrote to his father, OLongford
straight there at the head of his Brigade under very heavy fire with his walking
stick inhis hand. He was told that the other Brigades would be there before him
and he need not wait for them as they had a shorter way to go. In point of fact,

only about two troops of them ever got

. , 03. A~
cases, menwhohadbeen t and wer e owalf<|ng | amed

““BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to William Lawson, 27 Sept. 1915.
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Officers of the 2 Mounted Brigade receiving their instructions for the attack,
21 August 1915 [NAM]

The view back across the Salt Lake from Chocolate Hill, 21 August 1915
[NAM]
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After three attemptshe 2 Mounted Brigade gained a foothold in the Turkish
trenches but was driven out, retiring to a gully where they remained to cover the
evacuation of the wounded. The brigade moved back to Chocolate Hill during
the night. Longford was among those kill€lt of seven officers and 250 other
ranks who participated, the f/Royal Bucks Hussars had seven officers and

130 men hit. One officer and 32 men were killed, with four taken prisoner. The

officer killed was Captain George Gardner, the regular adjutaatresided at

Whitchurch who had only joined in Mah 1914 Duncanbe, who had seen
somet hing of the advance in the distar

luck, being shelled before they had a chance to fire a $twatever they did

205 ~
very well . 0

Fred Cripps was shot through the right knee and @mebias brout out by a

| i eutenant of the Westminsih-&@macissagoon s
the plain, outlined against the dust and smoke. Their progress seemed

i nterminably sl ow, their chances of s
wrapped up in theifate; gradually they came nearer and, when at last they

reached us, Cripps slowly produced a large cigar case from his pocket, took out

a | arge cigar and it . Then a mi ghty ct

204TNA, WO 95/4293; SwanrCitizen Soldiers60-61; E. J. Hounslowkighting for the

Bucks: TheHistory of theRoyal Bucks Hussars, 19148 (Stroud: Spellmount, 2013), 48;
Fairbairn (ed.)Sydney Fairbairn46, 48; lan F. W. Becketyhitchurch, The Fallen and the

First World War(Privately printed, 2018), 562.
?° WM, Duncombe Diary, Doc. 118682/16/1], 22 and 25 Aug. 1915,

206 . . . A
Account from Royal Armoured Corps Journglioted in Crippsl. i f e 6 s ,A03.Gamb | e
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Trooper Frank Lunnowas another of those woundéd:

My first recollection was seeing two Turks running for a trench about one
hundred yards away. | dropped one and missed the other who got to his
trench. | then realisd there were lots of Turks the other side of a thick

belt of scrub about thirty to forty yards offcagiou had to stand up to

shoot at them. | emptied my magazine and sat down out of sight to reload.
As | stood up again | saw a rifle pointing at me. | tried to get off the first
shot but failed to do so. He broke my right arm. Very shortly afterwards a
shdl shattered my left elbow/hen | came to, | heard an officer shout

nGentl emen we must retireo.

William St John revisited Gallipoli in 1921 and went to Chocolate Hill

It gave me a decidedly queer feeling to find myself again on the identical
spot whee we assembled after crossing the Salt Lake. Very uncanny, and

| could see the identical spot where we saw Fred Cripps come out of the
burning bush to rejoin us after bei:
the ground of our advance on the'2lt was raher uncanny, how | found
myself taking exactly the same line past the old gun position and dropping
into the K.O.S.B. trenches at the same spot that Sergt. Timms came in.
Then across the open and to the ditch where we got potted, and | swung up
under coveof a bank, and, as | could now see very wisely, well under
cover. There was the tree still seamed by bullets, where Terry was lying
shot through the eye. No wonder we got it in the neck all that day. Every
movement was well wter rifle and machine gurré ..Looking at it now,

the wonder is that anyone ever reached there. And to hold Scimitar Hill

“"Frank Lunnon, OMemoirs oThe Galilant® (1992),15a ms hi r e

13.

208
BA, D206/21, St John to Gadsden, 29 June 1921.
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without W. Hill was impossible and | doubt whethleat could be held

without.

For reasons that remained uncertain, St John committed suicide in May 1931,
209

The regiment continued to hold trenches on Chocolate Hill before returning to
Mudros on 1 November. It was a trying period, Fred Lawson overhearing one

trooper remariag that he had enlisted to fight on a horse, not to spend 60

percent of this time as a ngvand 40 per cent as a mule In the campaign as

a whole, a further eight men were killed or died of wounds, and six officers and

89 men were wounded or invalided. The officers wounded included Fred Cripps

and Anthony de Rothschild whilBivelyn de Rothshild, and Cecil and Jm

Grenfell were both invalidecCecil Grenfellwasb an absol ute wreck
rheumati s mo. Fred Lawson, however, f el
Lemnos, was something of a fraud as he had not been any more badly affected

bydy#s nt ery than anyone el se and &6édwas no
as the hospital sﬁlliDpncosnlaeiallsoewd:mwruWith of Muc

dysentery in September 1915 and was evacuated back to Enzg}ﬁand.

Meanwhile 6 A6 Squadr on hragds pareokarconpasitep ai g n i
regiment against the Senussi (Sanusi) in the Western Desert. The Sanusiyya was
a Sufi religious brotherhood active among the Cyrenaican Bedouin, which

became an ally of the Ottoman Turks fighting initially against the Italians in

*Bucks Herald22 May 1931.
210 BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to Olive Lawson, 18 Oct. 1915.

2 BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson to William Lawson, 27 Sept., and 12 Oct. 1915; Fred

Lawson to Olive Lawson, 30 Sept. 19Backs Herald18 Sept. 1915.

22 IWM, Duncombe Dary Doc. 11863 [02/16/1], 9 Nov. 1915; BA, T/A 3/517, Fred Lawson

to Olive Lawson, 25 Oct. 1915.
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