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Chapter Nine19191945

At wa rindl918 the Teerritorial Force did not seem to fit War Office
perceptions of postar neels. The empire had beerpandedo its greatest
extentthrough the acquisition of German onies and parts of the Ottoman
Empire. There were also occupation duties and an emerging military crisis in
Ireland as well as nationalist risings in India and parts of Africa and the Middle
East.On the other hand, there were the contradictory impulses of the economic
costs of the war and pressures to demobilise millions of wartime servicemen.
Yet, the Territorials seemed superfluous when there was no risk of invasion and
they could not be deplogeaealistically to impeal garrisons. By adopting the

Ten Year Rile in August 1919 the Cabinet signalled the assumptiorihaed

would be no major war in the immediate future: it was renewed annually until
abandoned in March 1932. Moreover, in 1922G@enmittee of Imperial
Defence(CID) recognised that only a comprehensive mobilisation of resources
would enable the country to survive any new lasgale conflict. In th

following year, its manpowetus-committee resolved on conscription as the

fundametal principle for seh a major war.

Given the scenarios, the Territorials corgdlisticallyperform a role only in

what might be termed as meditgized conflicts falling short of a major war for
which the reintroduction of conscription would brequired .Nonetheless, the

War Office felt Territorialould still be a functioning reserve aindaould

readily utilise former Territorials in a war role. fact, there was a tendency
throughouthe interwar period for the Territorials o céaughe beveen three
roles: d&Hé galniedrsd army, in which the

between the regular army and society; home defence; and the reserve for the



r e g u [ Thereswis no other available mechanism as a framework for future
wartime expansio. > Even that would need greater legislative flexibility on the

key wartime issues of obligation for general service and unit integrity. After

their wartime experiences, Territorials might be in no mood to concede on such
iIssues but, as a result, the Vi@ifice was always bound to regard the force as
expendable at a time of financial retrenchment. In January 1918, when
disbanding second line units, the War Office had declined to guarantee that they
would be reconstituted after the war. There was growiagsure to reveal

official thinking before wartime Territorials lost interest in continuing their

service butwith the opposition of his military advisers to considertimg

Territorials before regular requirementginston Churchill, appointed

Secretary bState for Waland Air in January 1919, agretdestablish wider

military needs before deciding policyle was resistanhoweverto the General
Staffds insistence ahNorethaessnitevasalearthad r v i «
a general service obhdgion would be a key War Office principle and on 21
February 1919 it issued a defence of its wartime drafting policy: military

necessity had had to prevail over territorial integrity.

The difficulty was to find some form @ompromiseobligation acceptablto
Territorials but sufficiently flexible to allow for overseas deployment. In March
1919a subcommittee chaired by the Adjutant General, Sir George Milne,
recommended that Territorials be liable for general service once conscription

was reintroduced.Territorials could proceed overseas in their own units but
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there could be no further guarantee of integrity theredtdter pay and
allowances would compensate for the loss of unit integrity. Churchill outlined
the proposals on 1 April 1919 and annouhtieat brigade command would be
operedimmediately to suitably qualified Territorials in an organisation that
would resurrect the prear structure of 14 infantry divisions and 13 mounted
brigades. He also promised to meet Territorial representativestivdaésrms of
service had been decided. When he did so in May 1919 nothing had actually
been decided and the Cabinet debated but then delayed a decision until 27
January 1920 In the meantime the Territorial Force wat§icially

disembodied o2 May 1919.CTAs continued to press their wartime grievances
and many, including Bucks, supported a resolution in November 1919 that the
DGTF be made a member of theiyr Council ” It was to take another 19

years for this to be accepted.

On 30 January 1920hurchll announced that recruiting would begin anew on 1
February. The term of service was to be for four years with provision-for re
engagement to the age of 40 (50 for NCOs) for between one and four years.
Those aged under 35 would be liable to overseascgeaiter army reservists
had been called out by proclamation of imminent danger or great emergency
and provided parliament had further legislated to authorise such overseas

deployment. Crucially, Churchill also promised that unit integrity would be

maintaned i n warti me. Il n effect, what bec
qualified the principle of general servias to prevent the War Office either

using Territorials in the kind of mediustale crises that appeared their only

likely employment, or from draftoptheir manpower where it was needed. From
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the point of view of the War Office, this did not come cheap since Churchill
offered a £5 annual bounty for those completing a maximum of 50 drills,
attendi ng ,aadfirchgananmualoraskeiry coursecnuits could

receive up to £4

The issue of the pledge was to dominate the relationship between War Office
and Territorials throughout the intarar period.” There was nothing logically

to determine that a Territorial should not be as good a saldianyone else

after appropriate training and they had often made a conscious deoisio
commit to service in peatme in advance of others. Regulars, however,
continued to misunderstand the limitations imposed by civil employaranht

gave little thoughto Territorialsusceptibilities. Equally, Territorials fad to
recognise that jealousfyreserved safeguards were no longer viable in modern
war and that, faced with increasing financial retrenchment the War Office was
bound to give priority to the regar army.But, as the military theorist and

military correspondent successivelyTdie Daily TelegraplandThe Times

Basi | Liddel |l Hart , put it Territori

pl antsd as they woul dcoilovgheutevéndeingn o f i

watered by mor &I encouragement 0.

In reality, the Territorial interest in parliament was almost as entrenched as
those of the auxiliary forces ofcb At least the War Officeromised the revival

of the SpeciBReserve, 7d4attalions of whichwer e now r enamed
passing, it might be noted that the Territorial Army and Militia Act of 192t

establishea Territorial Army and the newittia replaced all surviving older
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legislation on the statute book relatingite local militia (1812), volunteers
(1863) and imperial yeomanry (190Ihe legislation coming into effect on 1
October 1921 officially brought the Territorial Army (TA) into existenicethe
event, no effort was made to revive the militia and itstiom was absorbed by
the Supplementary ReserveAngust1924. Thdatter was intended to provide
emergency technical support lmurt suchfavourable conditions in terms of
commitment and pecuniary reward that it undermined recruiting for specialist

Territorial units.®

So far as the reconstitution of the Territorials was concernedyaosiages

were initially relatively high so that the bounty was not as generous as it seemed
to the War Office and 50 drills appeared onerous to many wmitgcruits®
Lingering distrust of the War Office did not help, not least in those counties

from which the 4% (Home Counties) and 452" Wessex) Divisions had been
recruited since they had languished in India throughout the war and into 1919
despite all promise® the contrary** The delay in announcing policy had a
detimental effect and, natnnaturally, many men had no particular wish to get
back into uniformso soon. Almost half of all those recruited in the first eight
months of the new scheme chose notadaaycamp 920 and many CTAs did

not organise ontor that very reason.

There was al so resentment i nifcabome cour
decision in January P9 on the future of the 5&xisting regiments of
yeomanry.Three conferences on the future of the yeomanry were held in

February and March 1920 at which some regiments were more ready to convert

° Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition 246; DennisTerritorial Army, 16263.

19 Dennis, Territorial Army, 60-61.
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to other arms than others, especially as the establishment for some of the other
new roles was notably lower than th&aoyeomanry regiment. Some argued to
enter the Special Reserve. The War Office envisaged only ten regiments
remaining in a mounterole. Ghange was also to affect the 31 regular cavalry
regiments with four disbanded and 15 amalgamated in 1922. Churchill
vacillated on the yeomanry at one posuggesting survival in a mounted role
might depend upon recruitment and, at angiiléowing 14 regiments to

remain mounted for up to two years before conversfaBver the period of
192021, 34yeomanryregimentsconverted to new roles such as armoured car
companie®f the Tank Corpsthe first cavalry units to be mechaniseal

signals regimentandfield brigades (later field regiments) of the Royal

Artillery. Only 14 regiments those initially allowed to delagonversion were
retained in a mounted role, six of them now allocated to regular brigades rather
than to the TAlronically, four of these surviving mounted regiments had only
performed in a dismounted role for the entire period of the GreatTMiar of

the 1901 yeomanry creations, the Lovat Scouts and Scottish, lds@e

survived agnountedd s ¢ ohive regimerts disappeared, one by

amalgamation, and one by absorption into an infdvaityalion,with three
disappearing albeit that oé theseremained in the Army List until 1924 in
effective suspensioikome 20 infantry battalions weaéso converted to new

roles with 20 disbanded or amalgamated.

The Bucks Territorials had actualiegun recruiting again in Jul®19 on the
assumption of recatitution, advertisements being placed in the press
throughout August and Septemb®nly those with wartime serviagould be

accepted with the requiremesgt at a tweyear term and home service only

2George Hay, 6The Yeomanry Cavalry aWa the
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unless new military service legislation was enactedratise. There would also
be no summer camps in 1919This preempted the national decision on
reconstitution, Bucks urging subsequently that appointment of officers and
permanent staff be agreed as soon as postiflee wartime terms of the CTA
chairman and members expired on 3 October 1919 and Tonman W osie

Lord Anslow, deciéd toretire. The new chairman was Thomas Fremantle, who
had succeeded a& Bord Cottesloe in 191&ottesloe stood down as CTA
chairman in 1935 to be succeeded brieflydbin, 4' Lord Chesham, who

remained in post for only a year.

The Bucks CTA urged retention of rural yeomanry in September 1919 and
vigorously protested when the fate of the Royal Bucks Hubssmame known

in February 1920nitially, the Royal BuckdHussars had carried on much as
usual with Fed Cripps as commanding officer afad Lawson as second in
command Three squadrons at Buckingham, Aylesbury and Wycondre
commanded respectively IRichardManning, Anthony de Rothschildnd
Crocker Bultek *® They even went to camp at Stowe in both 1920 and 1921.
Whilst one of the oldest yeomanry regiments, the disruption of official service
between 1827 and 1830 had left the RBHIy 21° in precedence and it was the
0seniord 14 r egi melnMasch 19R0Ltipps e mai ned
recommended to the CTA that the apparent War Office offer to delay matters

for two years be accepted in the hope that this would prove Ioiger.

13Bucks Heralgl9, 23 and 24 Aug., 6 and 13 Sept. 1%B0ckingham Advertisel2 July and
23 Aug. 1919.

4BA, T/A 1/4, Mins., General Purposes Committee, 4 Sept.1919; 5 and 12 Feb. 1920.
> Bucks Herald 18 Oct. 1935; 2 Oct. 1936.

8 Bucks Heralg5 Mar. 1921.

"BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 25 Mar. 192@ucks Herald3 Apl. 1920; 1 Jarl921.
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Opposition poved fruitless and in March 192Z1was decided thahe Bucks
would becombined with the Berkshireedmanry as 99(Bucks and Berks
Yeomanry)Field Brigade, RFA. Two batteries were to be found in each county.
After discussion between Fred Cripps and leiReynoldsit was decided that
393 (RBY) Battery would be raised at Aylesbury, BuckinghBliewport

Pagnell and Wing under the command of Major Sir Everdedincefor
Duncombewith 394 (RBY) Battery at High Wycombe, Cheshadtough and
Taplow under MajoFred LawsonWolverton was excluded as tileomanry
had more traditional link&ith Newport Pagell and Reynolds believed
potential recruit@t Newport Pagnell would be deterred from joining the TA
altogetheif compelled to go to Wolvertor® Various dags have been given for
the actual amalgamatipimcludingboth29 April andalso22 June 1921but a
circular announcing the amalgamation was only issued in Bucks from RBH

headquarters in August 1924,

TheField Brigade headquarters was established in Aylesbury and, initially, a
regular,Lieutenant Colonethe Hon. D. A. Forbes, appointed to commédtid.

was succeeded in 1925 bieutenant ColoneC. T. J G. WalmesleyThe South
Midland Mounted Field Ambulare was not reconstituted and the RASC
Company was abolished when the number of companies in the South Midland
Divisional Train was reduced, despite initially recruiting well. Many of the
recruits, therefore, formed a section of 394 Battery at Taploe.Chesham

and Wing sections of the Brigade, however, were soon discontifiugte end

of separate designations for field and garrison artillery in 1924 did not

materially affect the 99Field Brigade and it remained a field brigade until the

18BA, T/A 1/4, General Purposes Committee Mins., 25 May 1921; T/A 1/67, Titles, Dec.
1922.

19Bucks Heralg20 Aug. 1921.

20 Swann Citizen Soldiers16061; BucksHerald, 20 Aug. 1921.
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title of field regiment was substitutexfficially for field brigade in November
1938.%

The diary of George Eaton, who joined th&99n Oct ober 1922 f ol
service, shows regulattendance on two evielgsa week for dismounted drills
and gun drills with ocasional lectures. He acted regularly as a linesman for
football matches and as an official at boxing tournamémis: alia, his diary

also shows the ways in which sport continued &ikethe army generally

familiar. Aylesbury United FC played the Welsh Guards in April 1922 whilst
the annual match betwe¢he army and RAF was also stagedthe Printing

Works Ground at Aylesbury that same ydéaurch parades were held regularly
at Buckingham, with the men travelliby lorry, a battery sergeant major
sounding stage coach calls as they travelled through Whitchurch and Winslow.
Eaton also took part in the Wembley Pageant of Empire in 1924 but chose not
to reengage although he dapplyunsuccessfullyor a commissionn the
Supplementary Reserve that yaadvolunteeedfor service duringhe General
Strike in 1926 and for service with the British Gendarmerie Mission in Albania
in 1927.%

Weekly orders for 393 Battery tend to confirm a fairly mundane routine of
meetngs on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings for laying gun drill,
harness fitting, mounted parade drill, and recruit drill. Only mounted parade was

in drill dress, the rest in plain clothédThe 99 did reasonably well in

21 John SainsburyThe Hertfordshire Yeomanry Regiments, Royall&ryi The Field

Regiments, 19206 (Welwyn: Hart Books, 1999), 6.

BA, AR 87/2004 (BMMT 516), Eaton Diary of 3
Gendarmerie Mission in Albania, 19358 Buropean Journal of Interdisciplinary Studiés

(2018), 16773.

23 Buckingham Advertiseb June 1926.
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attracting men from the Sloughrading Estate since those with a more
mechanical interest as well as architects, surveyors, and junior accountants
found the mathematical aspect of artillery work interesting. It was more difficult

in the agricultural north of the county.

Unfortunatly, too, FredCrippswas lost to the TA in 1922 as a result of being
arrestedvhen an Indian bank connected to his firm of Boulton Brothers failed.
He was acquitted of all charges but did not return to the TA despite efforts by

Thomas Fremantle, now3.ord Cottesloe, to have him reinstated in 1928.

With problems in hiring draught animals for camp, the CTA purchased 20
horses for the Field Brigade in 192#locating them to 394 Battery since it was
easier to board out the horseish baileesn Taplow and Wycombe than at
Aylesbury.Under what was termed the Horse Scheme, the horses were then
available to be hired out to farmersathers for local worlother than during

the annual camp and occasional evening drills. The CTA paid an annual
insurarce premium of £4 but it was expected that those hiring them would keep
them in good conditiorf’ Unfortunately, few of the horses were used to
working in teams and at tteamp at Okehamptan 1924regular regiments had
to be persuaded to take the gunarnd from the range$’ The 99" was horse
drawn until 1926 wherFordsondractor®were first introducedinitially just

one per battery witthe regimentot fully mechanised until 1932he War

Office turned down a scheme put forward by Bucks in 192@asostly

declining to povide mae than one tractawhen the CTA wanted fouhitially,

24 Author interview with Christopher Hanbury, 22 July 1980.

>BA, D/HJ/1/56.

26 swann CitizenSoldiers 161;Bucks Herald5 Jan. 1924.

2’BA, AR 96/2018 [BMMT 730/11], Outline History; AR 87/2004 [BMMT 516], Eaton
Diary, 3 May 1922, and 31 May 1923.
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thereforethe CTA advertised for offers of light or medium-svkeeled tractors

that it could hire for camp®

The Bucks Battalion en route to the Isle of Wi@amp, 1930 [BMMT]

The CTA had purchased two smheelers by 1930 and these were used not only

for the 99' Field Brigade but then also, as the dates permitted, despatched to the
Bucks Battalion for the second week of its caimt yeamon the Isle of Wiht.

29 A photograph survives of the horses being towed in a barge behind the

steamer taking the battalion across the SoR98.Battery was armed with 18
pounders and 394 B a both®erkshirevhatteties Having 0 h o\
18-pounders Usually, TA batteries were equipped with Mor@emmercial

six-wheeled field artillery tractors (actually truck$he TA did not generally

28BA, D/IFR/A/80, Min., 20 Dec. 1927; D/IFR/A/81, CTA Mins., 7 Nov. 1928; T/A 1/5,
Mins., Business and Finance, 25 Sept. 18(tks Herald5 Feb. 1927.

29 Bucks Examiner22 Aug. 1930.

30 Author interview with Christopher Higoury, 22 July 1980.
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receive the multpurpose 25ounder gun/howitzesr the fourwheel drive
6Quadd t o r euptll84d & The last fewt horses Wese sold off at
the end of 1932 with a staff car purchased for émttery instead”

The officers of the Bucks Battalion also required horses when at camp, these
being usually hunt erisg Skhoal andlLivey Stables Mr s
at QuarrendonSome horses hired hige Bucks Battalio were sold off by their

owners after camp® Basil Liddell Hart, the military correspondent of the

Daily Telegraphvisited the 98 at Okehampton in August 1933, suggesting

tha both thehandling of tractors andugs andalsothe standard of gunnery was

good.**

The War Office was never going to agree to a new county regiment separate

from that of Oxfordshire as proposed by the CTA General Purposes Committee

on 2 January 191§ Instead the reconstituted Bucks Battalion was located at

Hi gh Wycombe andpavmay)l,owAyldéeAsdb l«Cwynmn and C
Company, Sl ough (6C6 Company), and Buc
Company)Meetings were held to explain the new arrangements@isesham

in April and at Buckingham iivlay 1920.3° A total of 285 men camped at

Swanage in 1920 although it was suggestetitiimwas moref a reumon than

a working campDaily activities would end at 12.30 to enable men to go to the

31 sainsburyHertfordshire Yeomanry Regimentg-20.

%2BA, AR 96/2018 [BMMT 730/11], Outline History.

% Nigel Viney to author, 28 Mar. 2008uckingham Advertisel6 Aug. 1924Bucks
Herald, 24 Aug. 1928.

34 Buckingham Advertisel2 Aug. 1933.

**BA, D206/16.

% Bucks Examiner23 Apl. 1920Buckingham Advertise29 May 1920.
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seaside® As in the casef the yeomanry, weekly orders dot suggest
particular excitement. Il n June 1926 0L
drill order on Tuesday evening, attested recruits on Wednesday evening, and

helda drill for trained men and recruits on Thurseéagning*® Chesham was

seen as problematical as being somewhat paraahiakll as strongly

nonconformist in religious convictions. The chairmen of the UDC, for example,
woul d never attend the conipeeewgs®ia annue
attempt tarecruit in Newport Pagnelbr reasons that remain uncleaot a

single recruit was found there in 1928In 1929 the battalion was organised

into three rifle companies and a machine gun compweyiatter being

discontinued when 145 Brigade was reoiged in October 1938°

Lewis Reynold remained in command until 192% which point he was
succeeded by Guyr@Guch, who became Clerk of thedte in 1924Crouch

stepped down from command in 1926 to be succeeded by Philifréfall
Hazelmerewith Osca Viney then commanding the battalion from 1930 to
1934. Al ex an dRrownféod 8aaconstklgwho leat heen
commissioned in the 1¥Bucks Battalion in September 1914, reaching the rank
of captain before going home wounded in June 1916 suatéedse command

in 1934 Hewas to take the battalion to France in 1940.

In reconstituting the TAChurchill failed to deliver on the recommendation of

Mil neds commi t t leedegallytolbliged te gnant pavileges such as

3" Buckingham Advertise4 July and 7 Aug. 1920.

% Bucks Examinerl8 June 1926.

39 Author interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; author interview with J. Owen Jones, 6
Oct. 1980;Bucks Examinerl6 Mar. 1928.

“0Bucks Herald15 Nov. 1929; BA, T/A 1/7, CTA Mins., Finance and General Purposes
Committee, 13 Oct. 1938.
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allowed campttendance. It would have created difficulties for small employers
and it was never enacted. S-operativear | vy,
employers as a means of awarding preferential government contracts was
impracticable CTAs, therefore, had tfind other means of encouraging support
from employers, particularly once rising unemployment deterred men from
risking jobs andhey absentethemselves from camp. Most CTAs had liaison
committees but not all firms were prepared to help. Local authesponse

also varied with Laboucontrdled authorities hostile evers tate as 1937 and

1938. Labour governments in 1924 and 1930 also cut funding for cadets.
Concessions by employers to Territorjdiewever, couldreate resentment

amongst other emplogs.**

To a degree hostility reflected wider antilitarism within society although this
should not be exaggeratdd.May 1924 Swann received a letter from a Marlow
farmer who rented land to the CTHewas receiving complainfsom the

public abaut musketry practice on Sundays. Swan noted,

| am not sure whether he refers to their religious principles or to the
disturbance of the Sunday afternoon sleep following the extra heavy midday
meal. Of course, if the objections are on religious grounds, ihare

possibility of a reaction avexdo recruiting. At the same time it seems
unfortunate that men who are anxious to do their duty to the state and

qualify for defence, should be hanalped by puritanical prejudicé.

In assessing antnilitarism, cne aspect of the poestar period that has tended to
be overlooked is the fl our(OEAs)iimg of

“1 Dennis, Territorial Army, 17374.
“2BA, T/A 1/15, Swann to Cottesloe, 29 May 1924.
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part, with regimental journals and regimental histories of the Great War, they
assisted the closer identification of Territorials with county regiments although
the number of regulars with direct experience offtegitorialsfell

significantly by the la¢ 1920s and oldengagonisms resurfaced@ihey also

helped represennd offer asense of social identity, often drawing on a wide
social base and, at the very least, offering annual gatheringsalwetsother
regular branch participatory activiti€d Men werealsoable to find appropriate
recognition for wartime service through purchasing the regimentatieis as

well asattending thgjatherings of old comradés.

Special memorial services were held fortad fallen from thdBucks
Territorialsand all others from the counity all parishes on 6 April 1919 at the
request of the Bishop of Buckinghamdby arrangement witthe CTA.** A

war menorialwasunveiledn & Mar y 6 s tothe ZHBucks bur vy
Battalion on 30 Octoer192Q The Marquess of Lincolnshire unveiled that to
the 2/£' Bucks and it was dedicated by the Bishop of Buckingham, Edward

Shaw. Lincolnshireds son, Vi scount We r

*3 FrenchMilitary Identities,22831; E|l eanor OO0Keefe, 6The Soci a
Armyininterwar Bri taind, in Ke v i Redtoatsitc Tomraiesd Mat t
TheExpeience of the British Soldierdm the Eighteenth Centu¢woodbridge: The Boydell

Press, 2021), 2332.

4 Keith Grieves, Making Sense of the Great War: Regimental Histories;2l @LBoyrnal of

the Societyor Army Historical Researgt69 (1991),615; i dem, O Redfaedhber i ng
Venture: The % Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment at Suvla Bay and its Legacy;:3®16 , i n
Jenny Macleod (ed.%zallipoli: Making History(London: Frank Cass, 2004), 12@; Helen

Mc Cartney, 61l nt erQ@arleltiipnogl iU naintd -38 Dsint dwaidiare si:n i b
The First World War: Myttland MemoryLondon: Hambledon, 2005), 180.

> Buckingham AdvertiseP9 Mar., and 12 Apl. 191Bucks Examiner28 Mar. 1919.
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three of Shawds four *SThemerthdishadStal so di
Ma r wdsalsorenovated with an altar and plaque for the'Blicks Battalion
unveiled on 29 July 1922 War Memorial Committee for the I¥Bucks

Battalion had been formed in Odter 1921 the initial plan for the memorial at

one point beingnadvertently left in the cloakroom at the Café Ragdlondon

A Portland Stone tablet was designed by Esmond Burton, above an oak altar in
the North Chapel. Above the altar were hung three flags whiohk wesd

successively to maniattalion headquarteduring the war. The cost of the
Regimental Chapel was £194.9s.2d., which paid for the Memorial Tablet, the

oak altar table and embroidered hangings, a Cryeifiar candlestickslerical
feesand a Persian rug fr om Lwhibhecost yds i n
£7.10s.The fittings, which were undertaken by Messrs. Webster & Cannon

were designed by Clement Skilvedihe funds were raised by donations within

the Buckinghamshire Battalioiihe Chapel was unveiled by the Honorary

Colonel Lord Cottesloand dedicated by Bishdphaw,now Archdeacon of

Oxford.*’

A plaque for the Wolverton men of the Bucks Battalions was unveiled in the
drill hall by Lord Cottesloghereon 13 December 1924 The memoriato the
1/1% Royal Bucks Hussars was wiked by the wartime commander of th&"2
Mounted Division, Sir William Peyton, in the presence of over 1,100 pebple

Saints Peter & Paul 8uckingham on 22 January 1928separate memorial

“®BA, T/A 1/14; Bucks Herald6 Nov. 1920; 31 Ded921; 5 Aug. 1922Buckingham
Advertiser 5 Aug., and 5 Nov 1921.

“"BA, T/A 6/25.

8 Bucks Herald 20 Dec. 1924Buckingham Advertisef0 Dec. 1924.
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for the adjutant, Charles Bennett, lost with Lieasowe Castlehadbeen
unveiled in July 1926

Phil i p Wr i Tthé~Rirét Bucknghanisbire Battalion, 1918 was

publishedjnevitably by Hazellsin 1920.0ne anonymous correspondent in the

Bucks Examinewould complain in July 1919 that there was indifferercthe
tragic anniversary of Fromelle¥ but in February 1919 an illuminated
commemorative record of the 2/Bucks Battalionprepared by Ivor Stewart
Liberty, had beemresented to the CTA by Anslow, plain copies being made
available to the public for20d in aid of the Battalion Benevolent Fund.
Subsequ e n tsbfyback I8stor/;fha &' Bucks Battaliorwas

publishedn 1929>*Swanndés hi st ory oCitizéeniSadiecT A

of Buckinghamshirevas published by Hazells for the CTA in3[0°? Both

an

battalions were represented on the OBLI Regimental Battle Honours Committee

in 1935, Reynolds acting for the I/Bucks and Christiiller for the 2/£"
Naturally enough, both battalions corresponded with the Historical 8eaxftio
the CIDtasked with creatig the Official History of the \Af.>®

All Bucks Territorials were invited to a dinner at the TA Club in Church Street,

Aylesbury in September 191fhe second reunion for the $Bucks then

“9BA, T/A 3/53A/45;Bucks Advertiser28 Jan. 1928ucks Standard28 Jan. 192&8ucks
Herald, 31 July1926.

*Y Bucks Examinerl8 July 1919.

>1 Buckingham Advertise25 Jan., and 1 and 15 Feb. 19B@cks Heralg29 Mar. 1919; 26
June 1920. The date of "BugksisthayattribGeddynted s
British Library.

®2Bucks Herald 19 Set. 1930.

>3BA, T/A 6/28, BurnetBrown to Clare, 1 Feb. 1935; Dixon to Viney, 8 Aug.1934.
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taking place in London in June 1926Thereafterthere was an annual reunion
dinner following a commemorative churc
No less than 77 new members enrolled in 29@5The Bucks BattaliorOCA

itself was anly formed inDecemberl 923 with branches at Aylesbury,
BuckinghamMarlow, Slough, Wolvertonand Wycombe albeit that the latter
branch had formed at a meeting in Church House on 28 September 1923.
Initially, it had been hoped to form additional branches at Burnham, Chesham,
ard Newport Pagnell. Honorary members would pay an annual subscription of a
guinea and ordinary members 1s.0d. The object of the OCA as outlined by the
constitution drawn up by the wartimy@artermaster of the £fBucksBattalion
CaptainEdward Nichol, wio became the first secretary, was to promote
comradeship, hold an annual reunion, and provide for those in distressed
circumstances and for dependants of those who had lost their lives. In theory,
membership was also open to old members of Hgutks R\C, the prewar

Bucks Battalion, and all three wartime battaliddg.February 1924 there were

491 members with a new branch formed at Bletchley, and 607 byThay.
Wycombe Branch mustered 168 members in December 1925 but was down to
125 in December 1926i t h number s | apsing after t
subscriptions. In addition, 20 members had not yet paid their subscriptions for
1926.Wolverton Branch had a sudden drop in numbers in 1924 but was revived
in 1925before another drop in 1928 Interestingly, he Wycombe Branch

resolved in January 1924 that the OCA should not be used for any recruiting

purposes although individuals could encourage recruitment to th¥ TA.

>* Bucks Herald 26 June 1920; 8 Jan. 1921.
*>BA, T/A 6/26, OCA Mins., 1 Dec. 1923, 23 Feb. and 12 July 19%491/2015, Mins. of
High Wycombe Branch, 28 Sept. 1923, Dec. 1926; Misc. correspondence of Wycombe
Branch, OCA constitution, Jan. 192Buckingham Advertisefi4 July 1923; 11 Apl. 1925;
15 Jan. 1927; 24 Mar. 192Bucks Herald20 Mar. 1926.
*°BA, AR 91/2015, Mins. Wycombe Branch, 29 Jan. 1924.
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The mainBucks BattalioOCA tried to promote a battlefield tour to the
Western Front toetke place in 1926, 1927, 1935, and 1937 but there was not
sufficient interest. That proposed
s i t u a'tHowewerdthéVolverton Branchiook some 60 members @m
Easter pilgrimage to Ypres, the Somme, and Armrd®936 Earlier, in 1930 the
OCA had visited Chelmsford to renew links made when the battalion was
billeted there® Jewish members also attendethual reunions ooccasions:’

At High Wycombe, where thBranch operated from the clubtime former
Barracks, there were regular smoking concerts but the committee mostly
discussed wreath laying on Armistice Day and county and branch reunion
arrangementsihe OCA reached atal of 1,225 members in January 1930 and
made a number of grants tadaws from 1926 onwards, using the Birchall

Fund.®®

Attendances at the Z2/Bucks Battaliorreunion dinnerswhich began in 1919,
were generally good, 150 attending in 1927, 230 in 188&@ 235 in 1938.
Officers would separately dine in London, ofténhee Trocadero, before the
church service and luncheon for the other members in AylesBiriye point

was reiteratedin 1926 that the Bucks Battalion OCA was open to all former

>"BA, T/A 626, OCA Mins., 31 Jan. 1925, 20 Nov. 1926, 16 Mar. 1935, 20 Mar. 1937.
*8 Bucks Herald 17 Apl. 1936Buckingham Advertised2 July 1930; 23 Mar. 1935/A
3/497 has photographs of the 1936 pilgrimage

> Bucks Herald16 Oct. 1936, 15 Oct. 1937.

%0BA, T/A 6/26, OCA Mins., 13 Feb. 1926, 21 Nov. 1928; AR 91/2015, Mins. of High
Wycombe Branch, 31 Oct. 1927, 11 May 1928.

®L WM, Christie-Miller Mss, Doc 4776 [80/32/2Bucks Herald4 Nov. 1932; 18 Nov.
1938; Buckingham Advertiser, 8 Nov. 1924; 7 Nov. 1925N90. 1928; 8 Nov. 1930 5 Nov.
1932.
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members of the 271and3/1* Bucks Battalios as well as those who had served
since the war but it would appear that We¢erans of the 1/1st and 2Atill kept
their distance®® A wartime member of the VTC at Wolverton applied to join
the 1/£'Bucks OCA in 1931 but was turned dowh.

The propsed Royal Bucks Hussars OCA held a subscription dinner at
Buckingham on 18 December 19%8There was a delay for it was only

initially egablished on 3 November 1923 amaot formally constituted until

1925 The Royal Bucks Hussars Association was operonbytto all those from

the three wartime regiments but also those who had served in"tlaa @38’
Companies of the Imperial Yeomanrywvasll as current members 893 and

394 Batterieslt also intended to raise funds for the memorial unveiled in 1928.
% Between 1923 and 1930 there were 491 members paying an annual
subscription of 3s.6d° There were two meetings a year includingaamual

reunion dinner, these heilditially in London ather than the county such as that
1923 at the Cr own sBushandti®sem poLhared 192%th e p h e r
the Hotel Great Centrdi the 1930showever they tended to be at the Crown

in Aylesbury.®” At first the association did not have a chari¢atinction but

this was changed 1926 so that financial assistance could be granted to former

members of the regimerit A wreath was usually provided for the annual

®2Bucks Heralgd 16 Oct. 1936.

®3BA, T/A 6/26, OCA Mins., 7 Feb. 1931.

% Bucks Herald?27 Dec. 1919.

®>BA, D206/21;Bucks Herald27 June 1925; 8 May 193Buckingham Advertise27 June
and 24 Oct. 1925.

% BA, T/A 3/53.

°"BA, T/A 3/53A/42; T/A 3/55/43Bucks Heralgd11 Dec. 1926; 23 Nov. 1928; 15 Nov.
1929; 29 Aug. 1930; 17 May 1935.

°8BA, T/A 3/56/7, Note of OCA Status, 1970.
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commenoration serice at the @notaph in Whitehalf® Rather than a dinner,
the 2/2'Royal Bucks Hussars opted for a smoking concert by way of reunion in

1921before being absorbed in the Royal Bucks Hussars Associ&tion

Whilst OCAs catered to past memory, the present was focussed on the need for
recruits. Unfortunately, there wereaanydistractions for woulébe recruits.

Labels such as oO6Saturday Night Sol di er
auxiliaries but Lord Raglan was probably more correct in July 1925 in
suggesting that the real enemides of ¢t}
mot or bl Q@thercpbpéaspastimes such as increasing cinema attendance

also hit the TAFinancial difficultiesthreatened thattractions offered by the

TA of recreational facilities in drill halls and annual camps at the seaside.

Larger employes rivalled the TA in many respects in termgusgually better)

facilities but recruitment invariably increased prior to coastal camps. Men could

often arrange for families to holiday neawudny it was the only opportunity for

such an annual break. Theresnhisquietthereforewhen the War Office

appeared to counsel cancellation of camps in B&21to transport difficulties

as a result othe industrial unrest that yeak great deal of oppositiowas also

voiced atthe decision of a number of CTAs led by Staffordshire to cancel

camps in 1926 on similar ground$The cancellation of all camps was

accepted amid the serious financial crisis 329

In 1926 Guy Crouch remarked at the annual dinner of the Ayleslmmpény
that the men othe Bucks Battalion would be oppodeda third inland camp in

S9BA, T/A 3/53A/3, Bill, 12 Nov. 1928.
OBA, D206/21.

"I Dennis, Territorial Army, 147.

"2 |bid, 10608.
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five years.” Certainly, the httalionwelcomed seaside camp$Thus there
wereseasideamps at Weymoutl923, 19251935, Brook on the Isle of

Wight (1930, Swanag€192Q 1928 1931), and Porthcawl1(937). Out-county
inland venues werEort Widley at Brtsmouth {921), Bulford (1922 1938,

The Bustard on Salisbury Plaifi924), Chiseldon 1927, Windmill Hill near
Ludgershal(1933 1936, and Marlboroughl934). Westhorpe Park atittle
Marlowwasa r e c r u i tnil92§ Guy @rauphthaving suggested this as a

means of the county being able to see the whole battalion togéther.

As the first camp in the county since 1893 (save for the curtailed one at
Bovingdonin 1914), it was hoped that Westhorpe Paduld attract many

spectators’® Guy Crouch appealed for the public to attend and it was widely

seen as intended O0to make the Territor
young mento joinupandtakepar i n trai ningdé. Only jus
camp but there was a g turn out by the public. & quite comprehending

brigade requirementthe Bucks Examinesuggested that the next camp in 1927

be held at Aston Clinton Park and that in 1928 in théhnafrthe country’’

The camp should have been at Whittingdon near Cheltenham in 1829 bu

water shortage dne resulted in a switch once more to Westhorpe Park at Little
Marlow. ® A voluntary camp was then held at Marlow in 19B8e last pre

war summecamp was held at Lavanear Chichestan August 1939In

addition, there were weekend camps, those at Whitsun being reasonably

popular. Thus, the Bucks Battalion met at Wolvertoh980 andl931and at

3 Buckingham AdvertiseR7 Feb. 1926.

4 Author interview with Reg Francis, 12 Aug. 1980.
>BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 30 July 1925.

® Buckingham Advertise4 July 1926.

""Bucks Examiner23 and 27 Aug. 1926.

"8 Bucks Herald2 Aug. 1929Bucks Examiner2 Aug. 1929.
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Cowley in 1933wvhen ten officers and 172 other rankere presentt met at
Oxford in 1937 Similarly, 393 Battery went to the Grange at Bletchley in 1934.

79

Following the two initial camps at Stowe, what was r@s} Field Brigadehed

camps at Bulford1922, Okehamptor§1924, 1926, 1928,929,193Q 1933

and1937, Swanagel925, Weymouth 1929, a voluntary camp &ldershot
(1932),Corfe (1934), andVest Down on Salisbury Plain (19399" Field

Regiment held camps Budleigh Salterton (1938xndChiseldon 1{939.

There were alsoanps in both countiesMedmenrham (1923 1936, Hurley on

Thames 1927, andWyfold Court near Readin@93]). The lattersitewas

vacant pending its sal &ltmightbe notedteaht al ¢
something of the yeomanry spirit was maingairthroughmounted sports to

which spectators were invited. At Wyfold, for example, these included jumping
competitions, an alarm race, horsebatckstling,and that old prd 914
favourite, the oO6BHlssbdavaalmedbepdt dhea
" There were O6mechanised sportsd at t he

crosscountry races and % mechanised relay

Camps were certainly seen as a significant attraction although one Btithks
Battalion bandsmen from Wycombe also recalled that the pair of boots issued to
Territorials attracted men in the furniture trade as they were ideal for work on

concrete factory floor$? Attending camp involved costs to individuals despite

"9 Buckingham Advertise June 1930; 30 May 1931; 17 June 1933; 26 May 1B3dks
Advertiser 9 June 1933; BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 560/1], Viney Diary, 18 May 1937.
8 Bucks Herald 14 Aug. 1931.

81 Bucks Heralg 17 July 1931.

82 Buckingham Advertiserl9 Aug. 1939.

8 Author interview with R. G. Davies, 16 July 1984.

24



99" Field Brigade & Medmenham, 1924BMMT]

the regular army rates of pay granted in 1920. It was not until March 1936 that
married men under 26 received separation allowances despite CTAs pointing
out that additional costs would be minimAucks had called for adequate
separation allowancesgithout age restrictions order to attract younger

married men as early as 1931Until this was agreed, some wives had sought
relief and had been turned down by local authorities who argued it was a
government responsibility. Unemployed Territorials were also refused camp
benefits until May 1936 and their annual bounties and proficiency grants were
not exempted from means testing until 1934. The War Office had no sympathy
for unemployed Territorialsefusing a request by 16 CTAs in May 1934 to

allow the free issue of shirts and socks at caAgnmdicating that all men should

8 BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 24 Mar. 1921; Beckefimateur Military Tradition 248.
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provide their own. Despite this, recruiting held up remarkably well in areas of

significant unemployment such as the north, Waled Scotland®

There is mixed evidencendhe impact of unemployment on thA in Bucks.
Recollectiors suggesthere was relatively little unemployment in Bucks so it
had no discernible impact on recruitiigOn the other hand; TA annual
reports sbw concern at unemployment hitting recruitment in 222Jand
192223.%" Wolverton was a difficult area for recruiting in 1928 and the
north remained poor for recruits in 1928. It was alsademarked in November
1930 that some Wolverton Territorialschist their jobs although they were
urged not to lose heatt.was suggestedoo, thatunemployment at Wycombe
over 1,600 were on the unemployment register thbesl deterred men from
joining the 99 Field Brigade in 19318 In any case, it islear that, despite
recruitingcampaigns and local press coveragest men were simply brought

in by their friends.

Beyond the annual camp, CTAs had to find other ways of encouraging

recruiting. Public entertainment was still a routine part of recgugiiforts as

was the pull of comradeship, the | att e
Territorial buildings, however, were often in poor repair until new

accommodation standards were agneetD37. Financial reductionst lat

grants, activities andgeipment, the War Office taking its cue from the
perceived | ack of purpose of the TA. /

March 1922 the abolition of some Territorial divisions was contemplated.

8 Dennis, Territorial Army, 15960.

8 Author interviews with Christopher Hanbury, 22 July 1980; Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980;
Reg Francis, 12 Aug. 1980; J. Owen Jones, 6 Oct. 1980.

87BA, T/A 1/22, CTA Annual reports.

8 BA, T/A 1/22 and 1/23, CTA Annual reporBucks Heralg 14 Nov. 1930; 11 idr. 1932.
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Instead, establishments were cut at all levels with the dbouaty reduced to

£3 for trained men and £2.10s.0d forrecriatsnd of f i cer so al | ow
reducedNaturally enough, in the face of retrenchment the priority for War

Office and General Staff was the preservatiothefregular army but the

General &ff still favoured trying to preserve a balanced force and wanted cuts
applied logically. The TA could not fulfil any of the roles envisaged in finding
overseas garrisons, furnishing reinforcements, or playing a ralaimtaining

internal order whilshome defence was inconceivable in the absence of threat.

Reductions, however, had to be managed. The difficulty was that views on what
was essential differed widel}? The Cabinet at the time accepted that the cuts

to the army as a whole had gone toddiair there were further reductions in
February 1926. This time, Territorial training, building and clothing grants were
trimmed and five per cent of any accumulated surpluses surrendered. Some
CTAs had managed to build reserves from block grsinte theyhad a fair

degree of discretion within such broad headings as clothing and builffings.
Bucks, forexample,dnd cr eat ed a iavE€sting kompessatbrund é b
paid by the War Office for taking two field cookers originally gifted to the
BucksBattalionin 1914.°* The Treasury saw surplusas unnecessary. As
indicated earlier, some camps were cancelled by the War Office in 1926 and yet
more savings were demanded in February 1927. It was suggested that
establishments be reduced again, the two London divibieingamalgamated,
travel grantseduced and all bounties cancelled for new recruits or these re
engaging after 1 March that year. Outrage on the part of CTAs, who had not

¥0ates, O6Pinchi#®ck Regul arsd, 58
% Dennis, Territorial Army, 87-88.
%1 BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 24 Mar. 1927.
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been consulted, led to the War Offdepping further cuts in establishments

and offering a proficiency grant of ADs.0d in lieu of bountie&?

The War Office did not believéhat it should allow CTAs to dictate policy and

there was concern that the CTAs had wanted cuts from the training grants rather
than from their administrative cost8But t here were yet mor
allowances in 1930, recruitmenaslimited in 1931 and the camps cancelled

in 1932.%*In Bucks as previously relate@,voluntaryw e e kadnpfor the

Bucks Battaliorwas hastily arranged at Marlow with men atteig without

pay, the original idea being to hold it at KimblEhe 99" Field Brigade

undertook thev e e kofustarycampalso previously mentioneat Aldershot,

using regular barrack®

Bucks did managt® acquirea new headquartedsill hall for the CTA in

Oxford Road, Aylesbury in 1934lbeitnotwithout a struggle. leold George
Hotelin the Market Square had begmrchased in 192fbom Lloyds Bank for
£7,500and opened akeheadquarters in March 192Phe neighbouring

George Bodegawvas thempurchasedrom Aylesbury Brewery Comparfer
£3,500.%° The George had been on the market for 18 months prior to the CTA
acquiring itfollowing the death of its previous owner, Thomas Seatorhe

lease on Temple Squarehich still had nine years to ruwas surrenderedo

%2 Dennis, Territorial Army, 111-20; BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 24 and 29 Mar. 1927;
D/FR/A/80, CTA to War Office, 29 Mar. 1927; D/FR/AR8Report on Deputation to
Secretary of State for War, 1 Jan. 1927.

$Oates, O6Pinch#Bg&ck Regul arso, 81

% Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 24849.

% Bucks Herald27 Nov. 1931; 19 Aug. 1932.

®BA, T/A 1/16; T/A 1/53.

%" Bucks Herald30 Oct. 1920; 8ah. 1921; BA, T/A 1/54.
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10 September 192%° The War Officequibbled ovethe cost of acquiring the
George untithe Marquess dfincolnshire offered to buy the property and lease
it back to the CTA at which point a grant of £10,0@Be cost for the site was
£7,500- was forthcoming just before financial retren@nt began to impact on
the TA.There was room for the TA Club with two billiard rooms, a bar, a card
room, and a reading room, this being openetdrg Cottesloe on 29 July

1921. Theest of the buding was opened by Lincolnshire on 25 February
1922 % The CTA hadecoupdsome money by selling off the former drill hall
erectedon landin Exchange Street, Aylesbulbackin July 1914to the

Salvation Army for £450 in February 1928 Similarly, the m@rt of the drill

hall site at Chesham previously used by the yeomanry was leased to the St
Johnoés Ambul ance Br i gad & Tledatter didenote n

prove to be good tenants so that there was opposition to allowing the Order to

use the buding again in 1945

In time, the George proved too cramped wigae for drilling inadequate

although the War Office queried why a new one was necessary when the

y €

George had been proclaimed &édmosjust sui t

twelve years previously® The War Office made it clear that they would
expect at least £14,000 for the combined premises at the GeadndegaA
potential buyer, Mr Adams, offered £12,500, which was reluctantly accepted

% BA, T/A 1/16.

% Swann CitizenSoldiers 161-62; Bucks Herald 15 Jan. 1921; 4 Mar. 192Bucks
Examiner 29 July 1921; 3 Mar. 1922.

10BA, T/A 1/16; T/IA 1.52.

101BA, T/A 1/51.

192BA, T/A 1/2, CTA Mins., 8 Feb. 1945.

193BA, T/A 1/, War Office to CTA, 30 June 1932; T/A 1/37, DGTA to Sedgwick, 30 June
1932.
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when he declined to raigeto at least £12,700. At thabinta new potential

London purchaseappeared and offered £13,250. The CTA did not know the
identity of the London purchaser and recommended going with Adams but,
feeling that the War Office should not have accepted anatffier at such a late
stage, Adams withdrew his. Accordingly, the George and George Bodega were
sold to Premier Shop Premises for £13,250 and a new site in Oxford Road
originally on offer for £1,200 obtained for £1,166m its owners, Miss

Marshall andMrs Hanford, both of 11 Marble Arch, Londd#’

The salevas completed in April 1934 althgh the TA continued to occupy the
Georgeuntil the rew drill hall, designed by Charl&8right of Temple Squa,

was readylt wasopened on 13 June 19B% the DG'A, Lieutenant General

Sir Charles Bonham Cartefhe new building could allow PT classes, dances

and sports like badminton in a way that the condtet# in the George could
not.'Some additional f riroOxfordlRoadvasn t he 0P
acquired fom David Estates in 1935 but there were issues of children playing

on it and damaging fencing as well as rubbish being dumped. Additionally,

horses being grazed on the land at the back by a former tenant were damaging

fencing on adjacent land®

104BA, T/A 1/37, Sedgwick to Ward, 1 and 2 Feb. 1934; War Office to Sedgwick, 3 and 6
Feb. 1934; Sedgwick to War Office, 9 Feb. 1934; Adams to War Office, 10 Feb. 1934;
Crouch to Sedgwick, 20 Feb. 1934; T/A 1/57 Conveyance, 27 Feb. 1934.

195 Bucks Heralg6 Apl. 1934; 14 June 1935; 14 Feb. 19B6¢cks Examiner6 and 13 Apl.

1934; BA, T/A 1/54.

18 BA, T/A 1/38, Sedgwick to Crookes, 21 Sept., and 28 Oct. 1935; Crookes twiSled?)

Nov. 1935; T/A 1/39, Sedgwick to Messrs. Blakeney, 25 Sept. 1935; Sedgwick to Crookes,
14 and 20 Aug. 1936.
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The CTAinformed the War Office in August 1934 that it attributed a reduction
in recruiting at Marlow to poor accommodatioff.An attempt wasnade to

create more space at Marlow but expansion ran into the objections of the
Trustees of the Marlow Institute. Theysisted that use of the land being
suggested for a new miniature rifle range was precluded by the trust deed that
specified it could not be used for political or sectarian purposes but only for the
enjoyment, benefit and r.&%drasyxdse thes o f
War Office declined to finance a new drill hall when the strength of the unit at
Marlow had dropped to 18 and there was seemingly no prospect of recruiting
the half company that would alone justify the expetfS&xpansion of the drill

hall was dropped, there seemiogoeno one in Marlow able to take on the task

of finding more recruits:*°

The old militia barracks at Wycombe were left vacant in March 1919, parts then
being unilaterally occupied by eservicemen in September 19&ih the

mayor blaming the War Office for delaying any decision and the police also
regarding it as a War Office mattét: The foundation stone for the War

Memorial Hospital was laid in March 1922 off Loakes Hill next to the football
ground used by Wycomb&'anderers since 1895. Beyond it vilas barracks
andLoakes Housdhe former dower house for Wycombe Abb&pnsideration

as to the future of the barracks began in 1926, purchase of Loakes House being
one possibilityOther sites in Wycombe were also considered for a new drill

hall including a wartime aircraft factory engineering shop and a disused chair

197BA, T/A 1/36, Sedgwick to War Office, 23 Aug. 1934.

19%8BA, T/A 1/36, Cottesloe to Spearing, 4 Feb. 1930; Spearing to Cottesloe, 6 Feb. 1930
19BA, T/A 1/36, WO to Sedgwick, 22 Nov. 1934; Sedgwick to WO, 28 Nov. 1934; DGTA
to Sedgwick, 11 Dec. 1934; Sedgwick to WO, 17 Dec, 1934.

H1OBA| T/A 1/36, Sedgwick to Wills, 7 Jan. 1935; Wills to Sedgwick, 4 Feb. 1935.

11 Bucks Herald 18 Sept. 192BucksExaminer 24 Sept. 1919.
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factory but all would cost more than using the barrackés previously

indicated, the barracks had been leasethéyVar Office for the use of the

Bucks Battalion in 1909 for nine years although other parts of the site had been
leased for 99 years. It had been utilised by the Royal Artillery during the war.
The War Office did not appreciate that the lease of the baiacks had run

out in June 1918. The Marquess of Lincolnshire, however, was prepared to offer
a new lease on that part of the site being usealtemporary basis by the CTA.

This was @spite the value of the site, estimated at £3,080, when buididg

wasin high demand:*

Accordingly, a new 5§/ear kase was signed in December 1926 arterated

in December 192€overing the barracks, former Iitia hospital, and other huts

and store room®n the barrack square for a rental of £57 per annumawith

further agreement between the CTA and the Wycombe Corporation in October
19281 t was acknowledged by Lincdormdshire
Carrington, in February 1928 The War Office quibbled at an estimated cost

of construction of a sall drill hall, declining to offer a loan from theuBlic
WorksLoanCommissionergor more than £3,700 and then reducing this to the
£3,080 market value of the sité> The new drill hall was opened in 1928. The

formerper manent i nst r edbytheaHdme Guadirtttege was

112BA, T/A 1/12, Wycombe Barracks Subommittee Mins., 17 Nov. 1926 and 5 July 1927;
T/A 1/35, Messrs. Harnett Rafferty to Sedgwick, 15 Nov. 1926; Sedgwick to GOC, 48
Division, 15 Oct. 1926.

13BA, T/A 1/35, Lincolnshire to Sedgwick, 4 May 1926; Carter Jonas to Sedgwick, 30 July
1927; Lincolnshire to Sedgwick, 10 Sept. 1926; Vernon & Son valuation, 11 Dec. 1928.
14BA, T/A 1/35, Lease, 25 Dec.1926 and 21 Dec. 1927; Agreement with Mayor and
Corpoation, 26 Oct. 1928; T/A 1/56, Lease, 18 Feb. 1929.

15BA, T/A 1/35, WO to Sedgwick, 24 Jan. 1928, and 26 Jan. 1929; T/A 1/56, Agreement of
Bucks CTA and PWLC, 15 Apl. 1929.

32



Second World War*° In the end most of the barracks were demolished to
make way for the@xtension of th&var Memorid Hospital, which also took
over the football groundA length of wall, and part of a baolkablock remain in

Barrack Road

Yeomanry House at Buckingham was still being rented and a-yeagrease

was also taken out on the Shambles in Market Hill in March 22hrough

the initiative ofLieutenant Colonelohn Whiteley, a new dirhall was built and

openedn Water Eaton Road iBletchley in February 1937 for 393 Battery and

rented out to the War Office. Having stood unsuccessfully for the Conservatives

in Birmingham in 1929, Whiteley, whaald retired from the army in 192&as

elected MP for Buckinghamim@13 7 f ol | owi ng George Bow)
the peerage. A former regubaith the Royal Artillery and The Life Guards

Whiteley hadoined the yeomanry in 1928 atmbk command of 393 Battery in
1932.18 A lecture to Great Horwood WI on the history of theyRl Bucks

Hussars by a Mr Dickenson in March 1938 was illustrated by films of the

annual cenps taken by Whiteley®Attheend of 1937, a new 0
projected for 394 Battery at Taplow and a drill station for the Bucks Battalion at
Wooburn the ldter opened ifrebruaryl938 There was also the prospect of

new facilities at Buckingharmalthough it was recognised that Bletchley was

now far more promising for yeomanry recruifs

118BA| T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General Purposes, 5 Nov. 1942.

BA, T/A 1/16; TA 1/51; T/A 1/55.

18BA T/A 1/17, Lease of Yeomanry Hall, Bletchley, 28 May 19Ricks Herald6 May
1932; 19 Feb. 1937; 21 Jan. 198B8icks Examinerl9 Feb. 1937Bletchley and District
Gazette 20 Feb. 1937.

119 Buckingham Advertisefl2 Mar. 1938.

120 Bucks Herald 26 Nov. 1937; 21 Jan. 193Buckingham AdvertiseP9 Oct. 1938; BA,
T/A 6/23, Photographs of opening of Wooburn Drill Hall, 12 Feb. 1938.
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Areturn to 06 wsshnkadditianal atttactiomassupoged by the

CTA but rejected by the Army Council on financial grounds although, in 1924,

it became possible to provide full dress for the Bucks Battalion band and money
was therapparentlyfound by the CTA for the wHe battalion to don full dress

on ceremonial occasions: This does not seem to have been followed thrpugh
however,as the band ahbugles donned busbi&s the first time since 1914

only in 1932 *??By March 1937 Bucks had an accumulated clothing surplus of
just below the TA averag&” By March 1938, its surplus had increased by

£114 to reach £2,228"

Lincolnshire retired as Lord Lieutenant in 1923 to be succeeded by Cottesloe.
Swann retired as CTA secretary in February 1926 and was succegeded b
Lieutenant Colonel FrancBedgwick no less than 200 applications being
received® A suggestion by Fred Lawspwho was to take command of the
99" Field Brigade in 1930p sponsor a recruiting film was rejected in July
1927 on the grounds that the money would be better spent on recreational
facilities. Sadgwick, a former regular in the Royal Artillerywho settled at
Haddenhamhad been far from impresd by a War Officdilm intended to
assist recruiting in November 1925° A new drill hall with better facilities was
finally opened in Marlow in 193%.awson also wrote three articles for the
Daily Telegraphin 1936 on how the TA might be made more attractivey

followed familiar lines: more imaginative training, earlier camps rather than

121 swann CitizenSoldiers 162.

122Bucks Examiner29 July 1932.

123G, R. CodringtonThe Territorial Army(London: Sifton Praed, 1938), 1-2%.
124BA, TA 1/68.

12BA| T/A 1/60, Draft History, 270.

126BA. T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 19 Nov. 1925 21 July 1927.
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those at peak times for employers, recognition for employers, more resources,
and more financial rewards. He again suggested the medium of film be used for
recruiting.*’ As it happenedthe Bucks CTAchanged its mind, advocating
showing film of annual camps as a draw in November 1934 as part of a

campaign’?®

TA clubs in the drill halls weralways a daw. The annual subscription for the
Aylesbury club when the drill hall was in the George was just 1¥bd@here
were rifle clubs for Aylesbury Town, Burnham and District, Slough and
District, and High Wycombe and District, whilst the Bucks CRA alsoicoad
throughout the intewar years, mostly using Kimble Range for its annual
competitions for the Astor, Anslow, Lazenby Liberty, General Swann, and
Talbot Cups. Somewhat embarrassingly, the Bucks Battalion came last in the
County Challenge Cup in June29.**

A survey of recruiting was carried out for the CTA between Noverhda4

and February 1935 by WallaBevereuxthe managing director of High Duty
Alloys, whichopened on the Slough Trading Estate in 18®%ereux

concluded that clubs, cammsd sport were the major attractions offered by the
TA but camps were tomhg at 14days from the perspective of employers, with

the second week especially problematic. Ten drills for trained meaQafut

127 Daily Telegraph 17, 19 and 21 Mar. 1936.

128BA D/FR/A/81, Mins., of CTA Mobilisation and Recruiting Committee, 23 Nov. 1934.
129 Author interviews with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; Reg Francis, 12 Aug. 1980; J. Owen
Jones, 6 Oct. 1980.

130BA, D/FR 161/5/1, Sedgwick to Cottesloe, 8 July 1927; 161/4idt6of Competition

Cups, 1 Dec. 1928; 161/4/18, Results of Open Meeting, 2 and 9 June 1929.
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trained artillerymen wasot a prokem. ! At the very moment that Devereux
was tasked with starting his study, the CTA regretfully noted that Lady Leon,
widow of Sir Herbert Leon of Bletchley Park, had refused to allow her gardener

to attend camp-

As early as June 1920 the Bucks CTA sought concessions from employers on

t he second we edodetavoarabla pesponsddazells and Hurg
Barnard in Aylesburp ot h agreed to top up the sec
to the equi ¢payBucks Coanty Cauncivane both

McCorquodales andisothe LNWR at Wolvertorsimilarly agreed to offer the
second weeko6s pMegsrsWetheegmadtie Town Courgiin p
atMarlowagr eed t o t $ipayptuean addition &l grark. 6
Wolverton and Eton RDCsquallyagr eed t o Oadded hol i da
Somewhat more ambiguously, Aylesbury Town Council indicated it would
support recruiting 6as far as possi bl e
Sl ough, Pet er s BABrSkpugh, angl Rustr&dRaddliffestits a | s ¢
agentspf Chesham would support recruitingotNone ofthe 60 employers

approached at Wycomplkowe\er, bothered to reply. Some other concerns

were cooperatived ncl udi ng t he Soho Mil ltosonat Wo
Slough Trading Estatén the case of the Soho Miltd Messrs. Thmas and

Green Ltd, the Bucksdtalion was allowed to drill ithe recreation roorance

a weekfrom September 1926 It should be noted in passing that the Trading

131BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 23 Nov. 1934 :T/A 1/6, Finance Committee Mins., 12 Dec.
1934; D/FR/A/81, Devereux to Cottesloe, 12 Dec. 1934.

132BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins.,23 Nov. 1934,

133Buckingham Advertisefl9 June 1920; BA, T/A 1/4, General Purposes Committee Mins.,
10 June 1920; 28 Oct. 1926; T/A 1/34, J. R. Sedgwick to J. B. Sedgwick, 18 Sept. 1926 and
reply, 20 Sept. 1926; Author interviews with Christopher Hani22yJuly 1980; Reg

Francis, 12 Aug. 1980
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Estate had openedn 1925 in | and previously req
Motor Repair Department in 1918 and then sold off to the Slough Trading

Company for £7 million in April 1920* A new drill station was opened at

Wooburn in February 1928. It was used by the Etfpnpany of the 4

Battalion, Bucks Home Guard in the Second World \WAr.

Aylesbury firmsand tradesmeprovided prizes for the annual shooting

competitions notably the Business Houses Competiti@t Kimblesuch as

Aylesbury Brewery Companyems & Sons (furniture)Freeman, Hardy &

Willis (shoes); North & Randall (mineral watefhrashers (outfittejsSpraggs

(tailors and outfitters)MacFisheriesBoots Cash Chemists; Foster Brothers

(outfitters); Jones & Cocks (hardwarahd Dukes (opticiansyVethereds

Brewery and Wheelers Brewery from High Wycombe also contributed prizes.
Hazell s was a model employer, not onl\
al so giving a Al grant towards every r
The fir moés ssiitublly duplicatechimtide Bucks Battalidri®

Hazells also had around 40 men including Raymond Hazell in 393 Battery in
1927.%*" Bifurcated Rivets also agreed to allow its employees to attend a second

weekds camp fr8m 1937 onwards.

In May 19360n behalf of the CTA, Lord Chesham wrote to the Secretary of

State for War, Lord Derby, on what the government could do to improve

134 Maxwell FraserThe History of SlougtSlough: Slough Corporation, 1993), 109.

5BA, T/A 1/34, Brown to Watson, 12 Jan. 1938.

136 Author interviews with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; Reg Francis, 12 Aug. 1980; J. Owen
Jones, 6 Oct. 198@ucks Herald 14 Nov. 1925Bucks Advertise27 Nov. 1926, 31 Oct.
1930.

3" Hazells 48-49.

138 Bucks Herald22 Jan., and 12 Mar. 1937.
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recruiting. To create a psychological change aretabme trade union hostility,
hesuggested that the primamster make mae public references to the TA

with much more promotion of the force through such means as engendsri

much attention to the TAssociation Football Challenge Cémal as that
accorded to the regular armyoés Mmoot bal
tune with that of the regulars rather than dulland secated 6 St unt s 6 di
attract recruits and there needed to be better use of the medium of the cinema
whilst camps had begun to lose their appeal thincavercrowding in poor tents.

There should be far better recreational facilities to attract the working class. But
there also had to deetter allowancesasmar er oOowal ki ngaxout dr «

concessions for employers allowing men to attend catp.

Back n March 1921, aftelcewis Reynolds had reported that the LNWR was
discharging young employees, the Chiadurged the company to give

favourable consieration to those in the TA over othef®.It was routinely
suggested much as in the past that young men and employers alike could only
benefit from the mental and physical fithess anddisifipline offered by the

TA. "1 Of course, the TA continued to offer a certain degree of local
entertainmentasinthecase®f i ncess Mayods visit to M
celebrate the grant of Caugarden Estate to the 1§@ar old General Sir

George Higginson and his simultaneous gift of the property to the town as
Higginson Park. The Duke of York visitéd/lesbury inJuly 1928to open the
extension to the Royal Bucks Hospwaiilst there was atsa guard of honour

from 393 Battery for Lord Burnham when he opened the Trades and Industrial

Exhibition during Aylesbury Civic Week that same monthe Bucks Battalion

139BA, T/A 1/7, Chesham to Derby, 11 May 1936.
140BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 24 March 1921.
141 BucksHerald, 22 May and 19 June 193uckingham Advertise28 Mar. 1931.
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fired afeu de joien Aylesbury to celebrate KinGe or ge VO6s jubil ece
1935. A detachment also helped linetbewrt e at Wi ndsuneralf or t
in January 1936Another feu de joie greeted the accession of George VI in May

1937 the Bucks Battalion also providing a detachment for London ity

S 4

The Bucks Battalion on parade for the visit of the Duke of York to Aylesbury, 2
July 1928 [BMMT]

Unsurprisingly despite all effortsthe TA fell consistently short of its
establishment. In March 1922 the Bucks Battalion took two Aylesbury men to
petty sessions for not completing the prescribed obligations. One had attended
only ten drills from the 50 due for a new recruit in two years, and had not
gualified for musketry or attended camp. The other, a trained man, had attended
only four of his 2@rills although he had attended camp once. The first claimed

142Bucks Herald6 and 10 July 1926; 31 Jan. 1936; 14 May 1®itks AdvertiserlO Mar.
1935; 19 Mar. 193Buckingham AdvertiseR7 Mar. 1937.
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that his father had opposed him joining and, in any case, he worked at
weekendsand late on wealay eveningsThe second,raassistant to the town
clerk, claimed his duties prevented attendance when only 22 of the 60
opportunities available to attend coincided with council meetings. Both were
fined£2 as an exampl&*® Another prosecution of a Buckingham man for non
appearancat camp was heard at Stony Stratford in January 1924 but he was
only made to pay costs as the magistrates were not satisfied with the
presentation of the case. Two more men were fined for not returning uniform

and equipment after not-engaging™**

In 1922 the TA as a wholeumbered only 136,600 officers and men when the
establishment was 216,048ven when the establishment had been trimmed to
184,161 in 1926, the TA could muster only 148,742The nadir of 128,757
was reahed in October 1932. CTAs beca obsessed with numbers to the
extent that some units inflated camp attendance for the purpoSke Bfaily

TelegraphCup competition in 1934%°

Basil Liddell Hart claimed that TA officers and members of CTAs were social
climbers but there was actlyah deficiency of 1,055 officers (including doctors
and chaplains) in 1938Iniform and other costs weadtenhigh and there were

limited clothing and travel allowances availabté’ It was assumed that the

143Bucks Herald 25 Mar. 1922BuckinghamAdvertiser 25 Mar. 1922Bucks Examiner24
Mar. 1922;Bucks Advertiser25 Mar. 1922.

144Buckingham AdvertiseP6 Jan. 1924.

145 Brian Bond British Military Policy between the Two World W43xford: Clarendon
Press, 1980), 27.

148 Dennis, Territorial Army, 15052.

“"Peter Dennis, 6The County AaAmpQuaredyanlns
Defence Journal09 (1979), 21419.
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OTC would supply the deficit in war, the regulations changing in 1933 to
encourage TA and OTC to train togetHénding officers was constant
problem, Elliott Viney joining the Bucks Battalion in 1932 and finding himself
a major at only 25" His father Oscar Viney, who commanded the battalion

from 1930 and 193sever found it possible to have a family holiday for the

period of his command?® Although from Aylesbury, Viney was sent to the

Wycombe Company in193E1 | i ott Vi neyodésvetlihthele br ot
Bucks Battalion, Lawrence being commissioned in March 1939, Nigel in July

1941, and Richard in February 1944. Lawrence, who reached the rank of major,
transferred to the Glider Pilot Regiment in January 1942 but suffered a bad

injury and retirned to the battalion in September 1943. Nigel, who also reached

the rank of majqgrtransferred to the Somaliland Scouts in October 1942.

Richard, who reached the rank of captain and won theth@sferred to the
GordonHighlandersn August 1944 and timeto the 2° Devonshire Regiment in

October 1945. He was killed in a climbing accident after the war.

Owen Jones, a solicitdrom Parrott & Coales in Aylesburigok over at
Wolverton in 1935 when there was no one else available as he was then
working at Northamptor>° Jones was brought in by his fellow solicitor,
Ronald Salef Horwood & Jamesand the 99 Field Regiment also relied on
personal approaches, many knowing each other from London employmént.
was often remarked just how many solicitors became officers iBubks
Battalion, the Aylesbury Company commandh the late 1920s being Godfrey

Parrott of Parrott & Coale$>?

148 Author interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980.

“9vi ney, O6Remi-t0i scencesd, 109
130 Author interview with J. Owen Joag6 Oct. 1980.

151 Author interview with Christopher Hanbury, 22 July 1980.
®2Bucks Herald 14 Feb. 1936.
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By 1936 camps appeared to be losing their attractibow@h sport remined

important throughout the intevar period and to a far greater extent than before
1914.*>% Territorials had teams in the Aylesbury and District Football League,

the Billiards League, the Bucks Amateur Athletics Associato, even the

Aylesbury aul District Table Tennid.eagueThrough the TA Club, there were
alsoannualboxing tournaments>* In March 1926 there was an accusation

against the TA Club on the part of the Literary Institute team in the Aylesbury
Borough Billiards League butitwase s ol ved that the Terr.i
ounsportsmanli ked behaviour was due t
1% Tennis was introduced at the George as a recruiting draw in T8Zér
Raymond 6Tichdé Rayner from Ayl emdbur vy,

joined in 1935, boxing was a big draW/

The Bucks Battalion in particular accrued prestige from wining tfe 48
Division (Souh Midland) Football Cup for fig years in succession between
193031 and 193536, andmakingfive appearances in the final the TA
Association FootbalChallenge Cuplt wonin 1931/32 and 1935/36 but lost in
1936/37, 1937/38and1938/39 The CSM, Pat Badrick, wasaptain of

153BA, T/A 1/7, Mins., CTA to Derby, 11 May 1936.

154Bucks Heralg 30 July 1921; 3 Feb., and 14 Apl. 1923; 23 Mar. 1928; 25 Jan., and 15 Mar.

1929; 23 Ja. 1923; 14 Oct. 193Buckingham AdvertiseP6 Jan. 1929; 8 Feb. 193\cks

Advertiser 9 June and 15 Dec. 1933; 18 Oct. 1935.

155 Bucks Advertisers Mar. 1926.

®BA, T/A 1/15, Swann to Cottesloe, 21 Jan. 1924.

7 wM, 27350, Sound Interview with é6Tichd Ra\)
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Wycombe Wanderer$>® Hazells usually provided the home pitch for the Bucks
Battalion although oneas hired at Wooburn in the 193G asonthere was

a feeling that the CTA should find a dedicated grodriddn mobilisation in
September 1939, there were 55 Hazells employees serving in either the Bucks

Battalion or the 99 Field Regiment'®°

The TA, herefore, wasertainlyseenocally. The local press printed the
weeklybattalion and battery orders gratis throughout the-wterperiod, and

there were the annual church paradesaamiial battalion and battedynners

much as before 1913.93 Battery tended to hold it
i n Ayl esbury and 394 Batter YhedAwasSher i f
a ubiquitous presence at the unveiling of local war memorials in the immediate
aftermath of the war and then at annual s@moration of Armistice Day®*

There were also attempts to bring&truits with smoking concerts$?

In 1925 with the Bucks Battalion at only 70 per cent of establishment, there was
a major effort to compensate for those who had nrengagedthenet loss
being 76 men although recruiting had held up in Marlow and Wycolfite.B 6

Company, for example, tried a recruiting march in Aylesbury in December

18BA, AR 6/2002 [BMMT 496/3]; AR 110/2007 [BMMT 583], Memoirs of Ken Bateman,
1; AR6/2002 [BMMT 495/3]Bucks Herald9 Dec. 1932; 24 Apl. 1936; 30 Apl. 1937; 29
Apl. 1938; 28 Apl. 1939BucksExaminer 15 Apl. 1938.

19BA, T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General Purposes, 5 Mar. 1936.

150 Ralph Hazell (ed.)with the Colours193945 (Aylesbury: Hazell, Watson & Viney,
1946), Frontispiece.

181 Bucks Herald30 July 1921; 11 and 17 Feb. 1922; 14 Nov.518® Nov. 1928; 15 Nov.
1929; 12 Dec. 1930; 11 Mar. 1932.

1%2Bucks Herald1 Mar. 1924.

183BA, T/A 1/22, CTA Annual reports.
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1925.A torchlight display in June 1926 assisted recruiting in the south of the
county.A recruitingcampaign was launched in Aylesbury in March 1927 and
another at Wycombe in March 19&83lowing a special meeting in the Red
Lion chaired by Cottesloe to discuss the problem.Bingks Examindr s

solution was a motor cycle contingefft.

Cott es | abtethespressplateel 934vasdrafted by the CTA, the

campaign intended to emphasise the attractions of camps, cylostand

social attractionsombined with approaches to employers, who would be

invited by Devereux foluncheon in Aylesbury and Wgmbe.'® Cottesloe

duly presided over the employersodé | unc
1935, those present agreeing to encourage enlistiigithad not helped that

the new paintwork at the Wycombe dril |
recruitingposters for the regulars, to which the CTA duly object&@ne

suggestion by a Loudwater resident to improve recruitment by raising a new
mounted unit was politely brushed off as no longkrvant to modern

conditions 1%8

393 Battery assistedimr gani sing a o6carni val dance
armistice week in 1924, a reminder that greater solemnity did not overtake
annual commemoration until the followingyeah en t he o6Vi ct or vy

Albert Hall was cancelled and then replaced in 1926 avithquiem that merged

164BA, T/A 1/23, CTA Annual reportsBucks Herald4 Apl. 1925; 5 Mar. 1927; 29 Mar.
1935;Bucks Examinerd Dec. 1925; 15 Mar. 1935

1%5BA, D/FR/A/81, Mins., CTA Mobilisation and Recruiting Committee, 23 Nov. 1934; T/A
1/1, CTA Mins., 22 Feb. 1935.

186 Bucks Advertiser29 Mar. 1935.

157BA, D/IFR/A/81, Sedgwick to Cottesloe, 23 July 1934.

18 BA, D/FR/A/81, Chilton to Cottesloe, 30 Sept. 393
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into the first Fetival of Remembrance in 1927. athyear 393 had a Shrove

Tuesday dance at Buckinghalft. A new ceparture for 393 Battery in 193@s

a public bdlat Aylesbury in the hope of obtaining more men by highlighting
thecdosal si doeudt oafl stohed kTeAepi ng up spirit
for recruiting It became an annual eveh A torchlight display of drill

manoeuvres with electric lanterns ended the Chesham HdSpitailval in

September 1934 whilst military tattoo wagut on inVictoria Park as part of

t he Mayor 6eekilCAyleshburyninaluly 1985 drawing over 2,000
spectators:’* Though aimed more abtentialofficers, the 99 Field Brigade

also held point to point race€?

In compiling his report for the CTA)evereux hagdanvassed his own work

force: Ol suppose it 1 s as representat
and | have been struck with the indifference and the antipathy of the men

towards the TerritoridArmy. | am sure that very few enlistments could be made
from other wor ks un d?®@TheButkeTApasersyant c or
50 per cent of establishmiein 1922. In 1923 the Bucks Battalion had just 14

officers and 424 other ranks and was shosgasken officers and 213 men. 393

and 394 Batteries had 12 officers and 176 other ranks and were short of 40 men.

In 1924 the total of 715 Bucks Territoriatepresented only 0.62 per cent of the

countyo6s ma'l*Recrpitogintheanorth of theoanty was

189 Buckingham Advertisefl5 Nov. 1924; 5 Mar. 1927; lan F. W. Beck@te Great War,
1914182" edn. (Harlow: Pearson Educational, 2007), 607.

"%Bucks Herald20 Jan. 1933; 16 Feb. 1934; 18 Jan. 1935.

"1 Bucks Examiner21 Sept. 1934ucks Herald?2 Aug. 1935.

"2Bucks Herald21 Mar. 1930, 27 Mar. 1931.

173BA, 1/6, Finance Committee Mins., 12 Dec. 1934.

174BA, T/A 1/4, Mins., General Purposes Committee, 25 Jan. 1923; T/A 1/15, War Office
circular, 18 Apl. 1924.
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particularly bad that year, many men not choosing-enigage after the expiry

of the initial fouryear term (three in the case of former Defence Force
personnel). Although recruiting was generally better in the south, Taplow was
descri bgdngs u@danithe BUckd Batalion machinemgu

platoon had to be moved to Wycombg.

The 99" Field Brigadedid not appear to mind the loss of horske, ETA
secretarySedgewicknotingin September 1926 hat 61 shoul d t hi
of theGrenvilles will turn in their graves®In any case, as noted in February

1937 the regi ment were now Oengineerir
drawing many recruits from the Slough Trading Est@my 370 men attended

the Bucks Battaliocampin 1928 as they could not get leav€.In 1931 the

Bucks Battalion was short of fivefafers and 132 other ranks whitsie 99"

Field Brigade with a far smaller establishment lacked one officer and 34 men

for the two Bucks batterie§’® In the end, of case, it was the increasing

international tensions that remedied the reargitieficit

A number of CTAs recognised increasi ng
to justify the TAOGs continued exi stenc
the TA take o an antiaircraft role and the War Office had already decided to

form two TA anttaircraftdivisions. Lack of fundingneant this had a low

priority and onlyfour anti-aircraft brigades were formddr the defence of

London In 1923 the StedBartholomewPlan suggested all ardiircraft defence

be vested in the TA but nothing was done until two more brigades were raised

by conversion for the defence of Plymouth and Portsmouth in 193attaak,

1>BA, T/A 1/22 and 1/23, CTA Annual reports

178 BA, D/FR/A/80, Sedgwick to Cottesloe, 8 Sept. 1926.
17" Bucks Herald 10 Aug. 1928.

178 Bucks Heralg27 Mar., and 10 July 1931.
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however, was taking on a more prominent role in the natmmraciousness

and the new Chiefs of Staff Swommittee of the CID reduced coastal defence
to a minimum in December 1923. The scale of any potential invasion was
reduced to just a raid by 2,000 merlBR29. Coastal defence was handed to the
TA in 1932 butneither this nor an anéircraft role answered what might be

done with the larger number of Territorials not required for eitfiér.

Churchill had contemplated a TA role in aid of the civil powat it was

considered too controversial, Haldane havingaut out before the war as a

concession to the labour movement. Recruiting for the Supplementary Reserve

was hindered by the possibility that it might be used in strikebreaking and the

War Office was reluctant to see military personnel involved in in@listr

disturbances. During the 1918l strike, the War Offcg r oposed a o6ci t
guardd rather than the Home Office pr e
constabularyThe strike had ended before any such force was raised. Amid
demobilisation, Chutall was reluctant to guarantee that Territorials would not

be employedn aid of the civil poweand in June 1920 it was claimed that
safeguards were adequate. The miners?o
wider general strike in 1921 but the War Offistill opposed using Territorials.

On 8 April, therefore, army reserves were called outiewds announced that

an armed DefenceoFr ce woul d be raised for 90 dz¢
police but under army command. Territorials were invited tistesnd the force

would be based in TA premises and organised by TA staff and officers.

Territorials, however, were obliged to resign from the TA in order to join the

179 Beckett, Territorials, 11315.
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Defence Force albeit that they would be automatically readmitted after 90 days

and itwould be counted towards TA obligation¥,

Some restlessness was evident among reservists who were stood down on 24
May 1921but the Defence Force was a great success. At least 40,000 men
enrolled by 13 April and possibly twice that many by the timea$ wtood
down.Many in regular employment did not enlist and many in the force, as in
the TA, were probably unemployed including ghossibility that some were

men on strikeJust over 25,000 Territorials enlisted, comprising less than a third
of the Defee Force. Moreover, of these, only just over 18 @oined the TA
althaughapproximately 8,800 DF personnel who had not been in the TA chose
then to enlist although they not always proved to be the best of retfuits.

R e e
Officers of the Bucks Battaliaf the Defence Force at Didcot, May 1921
[BMMT]

18°Dennis,TerritoriaIArmy, 658 5 ; i dem, 6The Territori al Ar my
Britain, 19192 6 dournal of Contemporary Histord6 (1981), 70824.
Bloates, O6Pinchbeck Regul arso6, 258.
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The strike disrupted plans for the first summer camps since formal

reconstitution, that of the Bucks Yeomanry being delayed for three weeks.

Lincolnshire set up an emergency committeerganise foodontrol and other
nontmilitary or police matters on 11 April. Bucks Battalion of the Defence

Force was raisedn 12 Apriland259 menserved at Didcot from 13 April to 5

July 1921 under the command of Reynolds with Lieutenant Colonel Geoffry
ChristieMil ler returning from the Territorial Reserve as temporary major and

second in command depot was also formed under Fred Lawson. The

personnel left Aylesbury in scenes reminiscent of 18 Hay, author of a

celebrated wartime book on the Kitchener vodens, The First Hundred

Thousand1916) penned a paphletfor the Board of Trade 0 The New
Hundred Thousa diGaudi ng t he Defence Force as
relentl ess common sense of the Britist
Oapostlesdboforévaekaetthbheir pigsproted anot
a 0l ong hot sausndmehidf objet d eorf wdrfv cer sdé at
the regular disappearance of the mess sergeant to Epsom, Newbury and Ascot
races.Some farmers were angered thattcacted horses had been demanded

for both the Defence Force and then annual camps but the War Office made it

clear that there would be no recompen¥e.

Whilst it seemed to have no effect on the acceptability or otherwise of the TA
within the labour mmvenent, the War Office hadoubts on the utility of the

Defence Force. It also considered that the influx ofteontorials had been

Bviney, 6 Re mi-h2i %N, ChristieMilier,Mss] Cot. 4776 [80/32/2],
cettificate of service signed by Reynolds, 12 Aug. 18¢ks Herald16 Apl. 1921,
Buckingham Advertisefil6 Apl. and 13 Aug 1921; Author interview with J. Stammers, 25
Nov. 1980;Aberdeen Journall9 Apl. 1921.
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damaging. In 1932, therefore, the military authorities supported legislation
making permanent the 1914 arrangements whespégial constables could be
sworn in during 6any i mme®Condequénily, appr ¢
in the May 1926 general strike a total of 226,000 special constables and a
300,000 strong Civil Constabulary Rese(@&R)were raised under Home
Office control Churchill, now Chancellor of the Exchequer, wanted to use the
TA but this was rejectedhe CCR however, again used TA premises and
organisation although with the proviso that fiGerritorials would be

transferred to the special constabulathé TA was embodied. Recruiting for
the CCR began on 10 May but was suspended on 12 May, the strike being
calledoff three days later. Some 18(tmen had enlisted in this short period
about 8,800 of therferritorials ***

InBuckst he CTAOGs nSGomamittke, chgiredlby \Walter Carlile,

decided on Monday 10 May to raise four companies but soon decided that the
organisation should correspond tothercdauy 6 s si x polCTA e di vi
Secretary, Sedgwick, was designated as District Adviser wathStewart

Liberty and Lieutenant Colonel J. W. HaHutchinson as staff officers. Major

Frank Watson was nominated to handle matters at Aylesbury, Major Philip Hall

at Wycombe, Lieutenant Colonel (later Major General Sir) Richard Heward

Vyse at Slough, lautenant Colonel F. E.C. Lewis at Chesham, Major B. G. K.

Joliffe at Buckingham, and Lieutenant Commander A. K. Polhill at Newport
Pagnellin all some 14serving TA officersand nine other former officers

assised in raising the CCR and 180nstables wereirolled before the stop

183 Keith Jeffery and Peter HennesSyatesof Emergencylondon: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 1983), 75.

184 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 252; DennisTerritorial Army, 80-84; Keith Jeffery,
0The British Ar nrBy9 ldstordtal Deral@d (1981y, 37P7; Qdtes,
OPinchbec,R6IRegul ar s o
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order was received at 1400 hours on Wednesday 12 May It 926

confidently expected that the intended 1,600 men would have been enrolled by
the end of the week had it continud@the Special Constabulary attracted an
additional3,570 men!® There were some disturbances at Wolveetnd New
Bradwelland there had been fewer CCR recruits in the north of the cdourty,
only 28 individuals were subsequently brought to petty sessfSdward

Nichol, whowas stillsecretary of the OCA, circulated its members on his own
initiative to suggest thats members come forward for the CCR but the
necessity to have volunteers vouched for by a serving Territorial led to the idea

being dropped-®’

The CCR drew some hostititn London but it wasleemed a success, the War
Office being relieved to push the responigipto the Home Office. Bcussion
on apermanenCCR scheme was completed1932 butit was finally decided

in May 1939 that the TA could not be used as plaing CCR as a result of
their now enhanced responsibilitigshad already been agreed in 1936 that no
Territorial in an antaircraft unit could be usedhe whole concept of the CCR

was finally abandoned in November 1948,

Meanwhile, debate on the pledge was increadihg.General Staff favoured
remodelling the TA for a possible imperial rali@ce the ability to produce an

expeditionary force, for example, in the case of conflict with Russia over

185BA, D/IFR/A/92, War Office to Cottesloe, 8 May 1926; T/A 1/4, General Purposes

Committee Mins., 15 July 1926; BC /2/5, Police Report, 29 June Bagks Free Pres¥

May 1926; Bucks Herald22 May 1926Buckingham Advertise2 May 1926.

188 BA, BC/2/5, Police report, 29 June 1926; T/A 1/1 CTA Mins., 15 July 1926; D/FR/A/92,
Calloway to Chief Constable, 11 and 13 May 1Ré¢kingham Advertise2 May 1926.

87BA, T/A 6/26, OCA Mins., 26 June 1926.

Bjeffery, O6British97a0amegsandPSachb@ ko Redab arl
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Afghanistan, depended onet availability of the Territorialbut this could not

be reconciled with the constraints of the pledffeBucks declined to support

Vi scount Cobham of the Worces-tershi
ordinate regular and TA depots aodcend the TA rolen recruitment in the

belief that recruitment must be controlled locatflit may be relevant that
Cobham was an enthusiastic supporter of the abolition of the pledge but it was
re-iterated in 1928. IMay 1931 the Stepherm®mmittee recommended that it

be abolished so that the TA could provide an immediate reinforcement of eight
infantry divisions and a cavalry brigade for any expeddry force outside
Europe. The Earl dDerby, as well as Cobhanoffered support for thelea but
there was considerable opposition in the Council of CTAs led by the Earl of
Scarbrough, the former wartime DGTF and lessgving chairman of the West
Riding CTA. Since the annual camps had just been cancelled, it was clear that
they must be rested if the CTAs were to come on board. Given that the War
Office could make no guarantees in view of the financial situation, any revision
was abandoneducks was among a number of counties urging thateer
condition for abolitiorof the pledgevas thatany papers Territorials signed

should include a guarantee that the TA would not be used as drafts and any
wartime transfers to other units would only be countenanced as an extreme

military necessity and be regarded as temporary.

With public financesmproving, the War Office tried again in February 1933,
suggesting the pledge be withdrawn from new recruits without affecting the
rights of existing Territorials or those-emgaging CTAs found this more

acceptable and all but five voted for abolition &l Territorials in May 1933.

¥0ates, O6Pinchi¥®80. Regul arso, 74
19BA, D/FR/A/80, Sedgwick to Cottesloe, 24 Apl., and 8 May 1928.
191BA, T/A 1/1, CTA Mins., 7 July 1932; DenniSerritorial Army, 144.
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The War Office decided to keep only to their original scheme and withdraw it
from new recruits with effect from 1 May 1934. Foolishly, however, it
communicated with a CTA not represented on the Council of CTAs to give an
assirance of maintaining unit integrity with men only proceeding overseas with
their own units. It had then really to guarantee the right to all and, rather than
submit to further negotiations, settled on a general service liability but dropped

the matter olinit integrity once more.

At least one major issue had been resolved and a corner had been turned in
terms of the TAOGs military acceptabil:|
the international situation. The Ten Yeanl®was abandoned in March 193

and the Cabinet agreeddstablish a CID Defence Requiremenihd-S

committee (DRC) in November 1933. The first DRC report in February 1934
declared the defence of the Low Countries central to that of Britain and
recommendegrovision ofan expeditionaryorce. Only the TA could reinforce
such an expeditionary force and the DRC proposed spending £250,000 per
annum on the TA for modernisation for five years. Its third report in November
1935 called for an expenditure of £26 million on the TA to enablerditdorce

the expeditionary force itihree fourdivision contingents at intervals of four, six
and eight moths after mobilisation'®” Unfortunately, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Neville Chamberlain, declined to accept the recommendations,
favouring arenhanced TA role only in angiircraft defence. Consequently, only
£50,000 per annum was allocated to the TA as a result of the first report and
there was only minor adjustment to grants such as extending separation
allowances. Even lesgasderived fromthe third reportwith only £250,00Q0

be spent on the TA each ye&@he usual assumption is that the primary debate

over rearmament surrounded the preparation of an expeditionary force when the

192 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 253; Bond British Military Policy, 221.
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real point of contention between the General Staff anddliergment was the

extent to which the TA would be an effective reserve that could be mobilised.

Chamberl ainés intervention meant that
the DRC debateAdditionally, however, there were still differences within the

War Office on how the TA might be improved for its possible war. fofe

Alfred Duff Cooper, who became SecretafyState for War November 1935,

did his best, restoring the bounty to its 1920 level in March 1936, increasing the
proficiency grant to £3and adding allowances of £1.10s.0d and 10s.0d
respectively for additional drills and weapons trainifigRestoration of the

bounty was certainly an issue in Bucks and its restoratamswelcomed

although it was also pointed out thiait effect the CTA reeived only 15s.9d

per man per annum towards equipméfitRecruiting began to show an upward

trend from 193536 onwards!®

The Cabinet had not actually ruled out the TA reinforcing an expeditionary
force and it was implied that modernisation would prdoaece the regular

army had been requipped. Duff Cooper pressed for modernisation 1o ista
December 1936 and, as a compromise, the Minister fasr@ioation of

Defence, Sir Thomas Inskipuggested spreading equipment across the TA so
that it could le pooled in an emergency to equip one or two divisions.
Chamberlainwho had once remark&d December 1936hat he would not
equi p the TA ,éduldmotetvemecept nmogemisatican $Har

TA divisions by April 1941. lis accession to theremiership in May 193@nly

¥0ates, O6PinchH@clRIBRegul arsd, 98

194 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 25354.

195 Bucks Herald20 Dec. 1935; 14 Feb., and 20 Mar. 196cks Advertiser20 Dec. 1935.
19%BA, T/A 1/23, CTA Annual repost
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increagdthe obstacles faced by the TA” Duff Cooper was removed from the

War Office with Leslie Hoe-Belisha installed to confiniae army and TA alike

to Chamber | ai n 6 dimtedcantinemat cononfitmeatthisughr i ¢ t |
the War Office tended to view this as likely to be temporarytansidid not

prevent planning for a wider rol€®

Hore-Belisha was prepared to equip four TA divisions to reinforce the
expeditionary force but this was opposed by the Treasurproty was given
to anttaircraft defence. The proposed conversion of two TA divisions te anti
aircraft defence back in 192ias finally partially applied in December 1935
with battalions from thd7" (2" London)and 58' (1*' London)Divisions
convered into a Southern AA Division and the rest merged into a single
London division: a second was reformed in 1938. In 1937 tH¢Mérth
Midland) Division became the"?(Northern) AA Division. The numbef AA
divisions was expanded to seven in 1939 ligtht Anti-Aircrafts (LAA)

Regiments also establishéd’

The review of policy undertaken by HeBelisha and Inskip between

December 1937 and February 1938 saw a proposal to convert three more TA
divisions to the anaircraft role and to use otherskeep order in the aftermath

of the anticipated massed aerial bombardmesritdin. ®° The rest of the TA,

including three motorised divisionghe 50", 55" and 56'- and a new TA

armoured division would be used as reinforcements for an expeditianaey f

The expeditionary force itself was for

presumably Egyptrather than the continertiome defence, however, si¢he

197Bond, British Military Policy, 23841.

%0ates, 6Pinchb®ck Regularso, 171

19 Beckett, Territorials, 1131 5; Oates, OPi n&@kbeck Regul arso,
200 Bond, British Military Policy, 26465.
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main TA priority, the DGTAbeing brought onto the Army Council and a
Territorial being appointe®eputy DGTAwith the rank of major generdblans
were also considered to simplify TA administration with responsibility for

travelling grants taken from CTAs and given to district commands.

Churchill had promisedpon reconstitutiothat Territorials wald achieve

higher commands but as late as 1686 eight of50 TA brigades were
commanded by Territorials. The old regular prejudice survived, regulars serving
as adjutant to TA units receiving less pay than their counterparts in regular
units. HoreBelisha did increase énumber of Territorials brigade

commandgo tenin mid-1938 with an implicit assumption that there would be

14 by the end of the year. In October 1937 the first Territorial was appointed to
command a division (39 although he did et do so until early 1938. The Staff
College was also opened to TA candidates in 1938 as the Imperial Defence
College had been the previous ydaw had the opportunity before the war
began, only two TA officers attending the IDC. Equally, if TA offickeasl little

exposure to higher training, regulars had little contact with the®fA.

The overall limited army role envisaged by H&elisha andnskip had not
changed. Increasing tensions such aAtechlussn March 1938 however,
triggered new interest in home defence and in the TA-&traft units drew
more and more recruits in 1937 and 1938isted by a GaumaBtitish

recruiting film, The Gapreleased in April 193"hut they often demanded better
facilities, better equipnm#, and better instruction. A degree of friction between

new and older Territorials was marked by the circulation of a War Office

201 Edward SmalleyThe British ExpeditionarfForce (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan,
2015), 18990, 19697.
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memorandum in June 1938 drawing attention to critical comment on instruction

standards by recruits to a London aaitcraft kattery.?%2

With 77,000 enlistments in the yed® strength reached over 200,000 by

December 1938° So many new recruits, however, was potentially disruptive

of manpower planning: 12,000 Territorials werdgreturned to industry in the

first three moths of the Second World War. Only in January 1939 was

direction given by government in terms of a national service scheme, by which
time the TA was competing with tmew Air Raid Protection &vice(ARP).

There were renewed efforts to recruit men in Bugle8 Battery being

considered weak and the BiscBattalion still the weakest in 145 Brigade

deite being fronger than at any time siné818.2°* In May 1938, for

exampe, the Aylesbury Odeoncinemag on t he film o0Terri
for a recruitingwveek and, in July, it was noted that an exceptionally large crowd
watched the annual church pfamade of OE
February 1939 there were no vacancies in tffef®8ld Brigade and the Bucks
Battalion was only 55 shorBy March,it was only 15 short of the permitted 20

per cent over establishmefit’

In Septembel938the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS)t he O Lady
T er r i wsdhe prask Isad-itvas also created for womémperform non
combatant roles. CTAs wenavited © naninate county commandants. Whilst
affiliated to the TA and attending sumn@amps in 193%however, the AS

was not strictly part of the TA: it received full military status as part of the army

292 Dennis, Territorial Army, 21519, 23435.
203 Beckett, Territorials, 106.

204BA, T/A 1/7, CTA Mins., 7 Apl. 1938.

205 Buycks Herald27 May and 29 July 1938.
2% Bucks Herald10 Feb., and 31 Mar. 1939.
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in April 1941.%°" A Bucks ATSwas formed in October 193&aruitment
beginning in Noember 193&vith the first drill on 3December?®® Mrs Dacre,
wife of the Air Commodore at RAF Halton, was appointed Senior Commandant
although Lady Chesham was anxious for the f8fs suchMrs Dacre

became the first woman to attend a meeting of the CTA.ATN&companies
were formed in Bucks, two of which were intended solely to work for the, RAF
with a total intended establishment of 18@me former esavicewomen
joinedincluding Mrs Leslie Ferguson wife of the vicar of Chetwodevho had
served in the WRAF at the end of the Great Vdad Mrs Alpine, reputed to be
the first lady ambulance driver in France in 1915. In February 1939 the Air
Ministry assumed control of dedicated RAF companies wds feared that

both ofthe Bucks companies would be discontinubtts Dacre particularly felt
upset after her hard work and the CTA protested to the Air Minf3fry.

The Dacre issue plus a controversy over the county archivist almost led to a
vote ofno confidence ithe Clerk of the Peac&uy Crouchwho wasthenalso
actingtemporarilyas CTA Chairmarf** In the event, oneompanywas

retained, the ATS as a whole having recruited 80 members by that time. This
was despite the women receiving only Ddsa year and no travel expenses

when it was costing anything between 3s.6d and 5s.0d a week for them to get to
Aylesbury from Chesham or Wycombe by bBg.July 1939, the ATS needed

only 15 more recruit$*?

207 Buckingham Advertisefl7 Dec. 1928; Beckefterritorials, 10607.

208BA, D-X 916.

29BA, D/FR 161/17/9, Watson to Cottesloe, 30 Sept. 1938.

210BA, D/FR 161/2/2/3, Watson to Cottesloe, 2 Feb. 1939.

211BA, D/FR 161/2/8/1, Watson to Cottesloe, 3 Aug. 1939.

?12Bucks Herald11 Nov., 12 Dec. 1938; 3 Feb., and 14 Apl. 18%ks Examinerl0 Feb.,
and 7 July 1939.
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The Munich crisis in September 1938 stimulated yet more recruitment, the

Treasury agreeing to allow units to recruit between 10 and 30 per cent over
establishment. On 26 September the first of 58,000 Territorials were mobilised

for anttaircraft defence ahcoastal defences were also manned. The TA was

stood down on 14 October by which time the lack of equipment had proven

acute withtworegularanii r cr aft regi ments drafted
defencesHore-Belisha was pressed to explain the deficies, attention to

whi ch had been dr-m¥aw Dingan Eahdys MPhwho wa® s s ¢
a second lieutenant in a London aaticraft battery It is less often noted that a
significant role in the o0Sandys affair
asked the first question in the Commons on 17 May 1938, which was then

foll owed by Sandysod suppl emerditated y. Sar
their questions on 24 Ma§*

Munich exposed other problems for no TA division had full equipment and
none cold be expected to take the field for at least eight months after any
mobilisation.?** Under French pressure, limited liability was abandoned and
Hore-Belisha proposed in December 1938 that four TA divisions would now be
prepared to reinforce the expeditiop&orce between four and six months after
mobilisation with the remainder to be properly equipped foritrgiriThe

Cabinet accepted thin@2 February 198. When presenting the estimaten 8
March HoreBelishaannounced that the number of TA aaiticraft divisions

would be raised from five to seven, and the ultimate aim would be for the TA to
find nine infantry divisions, a motorised division, an armoured divjgiod two

cavalry brigades for the field force?

3. Paul Harris, 6The ASandys Stor mdletn The Pc

of the Institute of Historical Researél2 (1989), 3186, at 326.
14Bond, British Military Policy, 288.
215 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 256:57; Bond,British Military Policy, 298300.
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On 15 March 1939 German troops occupadtht remained of Czechoslovakia,
bringing in more TA recruits, fresh French demarahsl a press campaign for

the reintroduction of conscription. Conscription remained anathentabour
andtheunion movement and Chamberlain rejected it but, desperatake

some gesture, he grabbedatHBre | i shadés spur of the mo
28 March of doubling the TA. HofBelisha realised the difficulties at once but
Chamberlain eagerly accepted it and on 29 March it was announced that the
peacetime establigient of 130,000 would be made up to the wartime
establishment of 170,000 then doubfé8The Treasury pointed out that apart

from the costs and the problem of recruitment, the amtditimen had no

immediate value. Thewould take 1218 months to train, ahcould probably

not even be equipped. In a sertbe doubling of the TArought forward the
concept of a greater wartime mobilisation but it was clearly a political rather
than a military decision. It was also the case that the TA had become
sufficiently popular that it was often turning down recruits. Th& B&ision,

for example, was at 93.9 per cent of its enhanced establishment in October
1938 the 565 men attending the Bucks Battalion camp at Bulford that summer a
postwar recordlt culminated ina march past the DGA. %’ An equalpolitical

gestureon31 Marchas Chamber | ainds guarantee t

No one had consulted the governmentos
doubling the TA but it did enable the War Office finally to bury the pledge.
CTAs had effectively agreed to abolition in June 1938 provided §88

Territorials were allowed to rengage on the new terms and the military

218 Bond, British Military Policy, 305; DennisTerritorial Army, 23943.
2"0at es, OPi nchb3c21;BRkhghah Advestiderl3 Aug. 6939; BA,
AR 56/2007 [BMMT 560/1], Viney Diary, 31 July to 9 Aug. 1938.
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authorities promised not to userfitorial as drafts unless ur@dable.

Confusion had reigned over whether any change could be made without fully
consulting those affected. The War Office was now prepared to allow a
discharge to those not prepared to accept general servicena2@ Marcha

special meeting of the Council of CTAs agreed to abolition of the pledge. It also
agreed that Territorials be asked to sign their assent to an agreement already put
to the antiaircraft and coast defence units to come out in an emergency prior to

formal TA embodiment*®

Chamberlairbelieved that Territorials could continue their civil employment by

day and man antircraft batteries at night for anything up to six monts.

Given the unrealistic nature of his assumption, he was compelled to accept a

limited measure of conscription so that reservists and Territorials could become
trained. On 26 April 1939 new legislation enabled the government to call out

the TA and reservistsithout declaration of a state of emergency. A parallel

Military Training Actre-introduced conscription, callingp 250,000

Omi litiamend from among t hdtwaldleged 20
followed by a threeyear TA liability. Of these 80,000 would be trainedake

over antiaircraft defences with an initial 35,0@@ilitiamenddue to arrive at

units on 15 July 1939n itsway,thecdhup of t he ¢ amedaiioh i a me n
of promises made th#te TA would be the basis of wartime expansibwas

also an indictment of the ability of the TA to meet the wartime requirements
albeitthatHoreBel i sha portrayed the militiame
TA was ready. In reality, the call upstupted training for regulars and TA

alike.??°

218 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 257.
219Bond, British Military Policy, 309.
°0Oates, O6Pinchb3ck Regularsé, 333
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Doubling the TA was difficult enough but the return of conscription, albeit
initially limited, brought manifold problems in termslatk of resources.
Moreover, the government and War Office chose toiGiatethe public to the
re-introduction of consdption in what was still peaegme by giving priority to

the new militiamen. No one had actually issued any detailed guidance on how

the TA would be expandeahd units followed their own plafiso r  6tdiugr 6 ¢ a

Bucks had seen significant increases in recruiting in 1938naNdvember

1938 itformedthe 25%' AA Battery at Sloughwhich was consideretie best
areafor recruiting ?** The secretary to the CRA, Philip Hathrmer COof the
Bucks Battalionpbecame ill at this poinC e c RatsyPalletthad expressed an
interest in being assistant secretary in July 1936 and now acted temporarily in
H a | dteadas acting secretary, continuisgbsequently as assistant secretary
until the outbreak of wart Wwas thought particularly necessangpweverto

have an experienced hand to oversee the formation of the Slough AA Battery
and the completion of the drill hall alterations at Marlow. As a result, Sedgwick
was drafted back in untiiall recovered®?* The 25%', commanded by the Hon.
John Fremantl@ater 4" Lord Cottesloe)needed only three more officers and

25 more men to complete establishment by February 1939 and was inundated
with applications for commission&> There was somiaitial concern that it

might compete with the Bucks Battalion in Slough and the yeomanry battery at

Taplow. It was conglered thereforepestto base it at Langley but a site was

221BA, T/A 1/7, CTA Mins., 14 July 198

222BA, T/A 1/7, CTA Mins., 30 July 1936 and 14 July 1938; D/FR 161/1/16, Watson to
Cottesloe, 15 July 1938.

223Bucks Herald 10 Feb. 1939%Bucks Examinerl6 Dec. 1938; 10 Feb. and 28 Apl. 1939.
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then chosen on the Uxbridge Road with temporary accommodation in a factory
on the Trading Estaté®*

The 25% served as part of 8HAA (Berks, Bucks, & OxonlRegiment (3%

AA Brigade) in defence of Portsmouth during the Blitz from 1940 to 1941
before leaving AA Command in July 1941 as an independent battery. Briefly
attachd to 13£' (Mixed) HAA Regiment with ATS personnel between
September and October 1941, it was again designatedmalallunit in War
Office Reserve but was sdontWestAfrica Command in December 1941,

where it remained until 1944

There were newfforts to find the men needed for the duplicated units. Both

393 Battery and o60B6 Company of the Buc
demonstrations Aylesbury on 19 April 1939, the former showing off its new

artillery tractors and the I its Bren Gun caier. The Drill Hall was open for

new recruits until midnight on 26 April, enrolling 3® men while the TA,

ATS,and ARP al |l had stalls in the Odeon
coinciding with the film, Olttalos i n t he
already had 1,054 of the 1,260 men it needed and theié®l Regimen515

of the 549 men required> It was not all plain sailing, Michael BeaumadviP

and Sir Henry Aubreyletcher pointing out that only six men had come

forward at Chilton andarmers seemed to be discouragiagruitment. It was
indicatedthat many young men had left the land and Aulitiegcher later

conceded that he had generalised from a specific case. The local NFU, however,

complained that the camp dates set for Augus® 18&e particularly

224BA, T/A 1/7, Finance and General Purposes, 14 July, 8 Sept., and 3 Nov. 1938; T/A 1/17;
D/FR 161/1/17/1, Watson to Cottesloe, 9 Aug. 1938.
225Bucks Herald21 and 28 Apl., and 12 May 193xicks Examiner28 Apl. 1939.
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inconvenient®?® Generally, the response to doubling the TA was excellent, the
Chesham Detachment expanding from 35 to 73 in May 1939. Indeed, in May
thenew99" (RBY) Field Regiment and th&"'and 2° Bucks Battalions were

full: 850 men had been found in just six weeks.

Irrespective of th@lentiful recruits now coming forwarduplication brought

many problemsin the case of the 994Bucks and Berks Yeomanry) Field
Regiment, the division into the 99Royal Bucks Yeomanry) Field Regiment

and 148 (Berks Yeomanry) Field Regiment resulted in the new conaling
officers cutting cards fawhich received most of the guns and equipment since
there was only enough for oriehe War Office was unamused butcarding to
William Lawson, later 8 Lord Burnham, who joined 394 Battery in May 1939,
they would not -iddomrkaad, Johm&hiteleyeMPEle c o n d
might be added thA®Wh i t el ey 6 s s e c o redsudcessociro3®@dna n d
Battery,Michael Beaumont, a former Guardsmahnad beera notoriously right

wing Conservative MP for Aylesbury from 1929 to 1938: he resigned his
commission from ill health in January 194%.Nonethelesshe split with the
Berkshires went well, both regiments being in cangetioer in August 1939,

99" Field Regiment managing to offload one ineffective officer on the B&tks.

226 Bucks Examiner28 Apl. and 26 May939.

22" Bucks Examinerl2 and 26 May 1939; BA, T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General
Purposes, 14 July 1938.

228 Steve White (ed.)ylore Wartime Memories of the men who served with tHgRBY)
Field Regiment TALeicester: Privately printed, 1993), 6.

229 Richard Griffiths,Fellow Travellers of the Right: British Enthusiasts for Nazi Germany,
193339 (London: Faber & Faber, 1998), 54, 318, 324.

230BA, D/FR 161/2/8/2 and 3, Watson to Cottesloe, 16 and 23 Aug. 1939.
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The Field Brigaddnad been commanded successively from 1933 to 1988dy
Berkshire menl.ieutenant Colonels H. P. Crossland and W. H. Crossland
Command of the new single Bucks regiment neent to Lieutenant Colonel
FrankWatson, a former redar, who had previously commanded 393 Battery
from 1925 to 193bdefore succeeding Lord CheshanCasA Chairman in 1936
Watso, who lived at Glebe House, Dont, returned taactivecommandafter

Blt 0 vace

securing Cottesl oebds agreement
Wat sonds acting replacement as chair me
PauncefoHDuncombe then succeeding to the temporary post in November

1943. Watsonreturnedo his role as CTA chairman in 1946hough Sir

Richard HowareMyse was also a candidat&Wh i t el ey became Wai
second i n c¢ o mmalocatedarAytesbury Blaichl@yaral o p
Buckingham, and 6B0& a haChaf@t* Recraitng s a't
di splays were held at both Buckingham

howitzer displayed:*

TheBucks Battalion was split, with the Aylesbury, Amershamd Wolverton
companies designated the nucleus of fhBucks Battalion and the Marlow,
Slough and Wycombe companies the nucleus of“@B2cks Battalion on 1

June 1939In an echo of the past, it was noted that many men from Chesham
preferred to enlist in the Royal Engineers or the Middlesex Regiment, which

had units at Harrow, rather than in Buck§ Recruiting meetings for thé'?

231BA, D/FR 161/2/5/2, Watson to Cottesloe, Ap939; 161/2/43/1, Watson to Cottesloe, 9
Nov. 1942.

232BA, D/FR 161/3/14/1, Duncombe to Cottesloe, 11 Feb. 1946.

233Bucks Herald17 Mar. 1933; 2 Oct. 1936; 3 Mar. 1939; 5 and 12 May 1939; 11 Aug.
1939; BA T/A 1/7, CTA Mins., 4 Nov. 1943.

234 Buckingham Advéser, 13 May 1939Bucks Heralg 12 May 1939.

2% Bucks Herald31 Mar. 1939.
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Bucks were arranged in Aylesbury and Sloigfin many cases, new officers
commissioned in the two Bucks Battalions in the course of 1939 did not receive

their actual parchmentoomi ssi ons t hrough the O0exi g:¢
parchments eventually being gifted to the Bucks Military Museum Trust by the

MOD in 1996. They included thosé¢ Second Lieutenant Martin Presten,

nephew of the writer Robert Graves, who wasmissionean 30 June 1939

and killed at Hazebrouck in May 194#énd three survivors of the Hazebrouck

battle, Hugh Saunders, John Viccars and Michael Sherwell, who won the MC

there %%’

At least, unlike 1914, the TA was not being entirely bypassed since the
militiamen would @ss to the TA in due coursehd TA wasalsoattracting
plenty of recruits, possibly some of them wishing to avoid serving in the new
militia and preferringo sign upwith friends towhat for the time being
remained a vaintary and paftime commitment. fie legislation only came into
effect on 26 Mayl939andit exempted men who had enlisted in any of the
reserve forces before 27 ApBome of those joining thE' Bucks Battalion
were sufficiently promising for a plato@t Aylesburyto be formed of potential
candidates for commission: most had gon@ftitccer Cadet Training Units
(OCTUS by January 1940°*® Ronald Sale had anticipated expansion in
establishing this platoon but it did leada@egree of tension witialk of

6Sal e 6 s* Smeddeud men had joined the TA by the end of April
1939 and older men coming forward between the ages of 45 and 55 were

236BA D/FR 161/2/5/1, Watson to Cottesloe, 1 Apl. 1939.

37BA, TIA 6/100/%14.

238 3. E. H. Neville (ed.)The Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry War Chronicle, 1933}

vols. (Aldeshot: Gale and Polden, 1989), |, 2526; author interview with J. Owen Jones, 6
Oct. 1980.

239BA, AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Elliott Viney Notebook compiled whilst a POW.
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directed to the Nation&defence Companidgater Home Defence Battaliont)

guard vulnerable points

A putative TA Defence Corps Reserve formed in 1927 had been renamed the
Royal Defence Corps in 1934 in a revival of the Great War force for those over
45 with the intention that it guard vulnerable points in war. The scheme was a
total failure so it was régaced with the National Defence Companid®C) in

1936. These had also failed and were 2,000 under the 8,500 establishment in
1939.As a result of its failure and the Home Office demands that the TA assist
in the event of heavy air attack, guarding vultibe points as well as civil

defence tasks became a role for second line TA units in 1938 Bucks,there
was expectation of enrolling at least 40 nrethe NDGC the only duties being

to report once a year and to be ready to be called up in an emerfleayg

would be entitled to use the TA Clubs at their local drill h&ls Everard
PaunceforDuncombe wa appointed Commandant in Sepbem1936 The

three platoons of thBucksNational Defence Company were still short of four
officers and 107 men in May 1938nd by July it had received only 57

applications andonly 27 of themactually came forward to attest*

None of the problems had been resolwden war was declared. Tt

aircraft and coastal defence units were called up on 21 August, theoNRE

and 26 August, reservists on 31 August and the rest of the TA on 1 September
1939. Within weeks, however, the TA had really ceased to exist for the Armed

Forces (Conditionsf Service) Act established a single national army with TA

2403 Paul Mackenziélhe Home Guard: A Military and Political HistoDxford: Oxford

Uni versity Press, 1995), I&; Oates, O0Pi nchbe
241BA, T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General Purposes, 8 June 183&s Herald25 Sept.

1936; 5 May and 7 July 193Bucks Examiner25 Sept. 193@uckingham Advertised3

May 1939;Bucks Examiner7 July 1939.
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status suspended for the duration and all remaining restrictions on general

service and transfer removed that men could be posted where required

Further legislation extended all termssefvie also for the duratioff.o the

anger of many TA officers, they were ¢

uniforms 242

The 1939 legislatiosuspended TA commissions so wartime officers received
Oemergencyo commi s s i oatherthanmspdcificainitea r my a ¢
After the immediate commissioning of those qualified through OTC or TA
qualification certificates, service in the ranks agwrerequisite. ie OTC was

renamed as th&uniorTraining Corps in 1940 and its functitetken over by

wartime OCTUsAIl wartime promotion was temporary with no opportunity for
advancement or rferwatme offcers wadnregqulars 6 s e n d
would retain wartime raniBy October 1941 there were 136,500 officers in the

army as a wholbut, back in 1939, thefgadbeen only 13,800 regular officers,

the increase coming from TA officers, reservists and wartime commiséfdns.

Many, however pelieved that major was probably the highest rank to which any

TA officer could aspire*** A review d the policy in June 1944 found there

were 17,213 pravar TA officers in the army, of whom 1,394 were PQ\Afsd

752 unemployed. Currentlgnly 90 TA substantive lieutenant colonels and 38
colonels held higher acting or temporary rank with 195 lieuteradanels, 38

colonels and one major general hol di ncg

242 Dennis, Territorial Army, 256.

243 Jonathan Fennell Fi ghting the Peopleds War: The Bri
the Second World W#&€Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019), 228.

244 Jeremy CrangTheBr i t i sh Ar my and -#5MancRester:Maretester Wa r
University Press, 2000), 523.
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promotiond was introduced in October
take effect until May 19458

It was noticeable that of those TA officers employe®ctober 1944, only

1,554 had risen above the rank of major. Only 36 held the rank of brigadier,

seven that of major generahd only one a substantive colonelthat of

lieutenant generalOf 160 major generals wiommmanded divisions in North

Africa, Italy and NorthWest Europe between 1940 and 1945, only three were
Territorials. Indeed, the Army Counaibnsciously started to replace TA

commanding officers with regulars in March 1940, removing 253 by October

1941 compared to the removal of just égulars. In Aprill941 it was also

decreed that anTA battalion should have at least five regular officers in

addition to the commanding officer and quartermaét®Ralph Symonds, who

had served with the ZfBucks Battalion in the Great War, was replaced as CO

of the 4" OBLI in March 19400ne of the few commanding officers remaining

in 48" Division in April 1941, Ronald Sale of thé' Bucks Battalion, noted

Ot here is a very dlefomfiteersed laghawnests
of hostility for some weeksonthap t of the higher c¢omma
be replaced andhe last of the Territorial commanding officers if"48vision,

hewas posted to thé"SOBLI under a regular commandinéfioer in Northern

Ireland on 3 May. He was then unexpectedly posted back to commarit the 1

Bucks Battalion on 19 December 1942 whenrbgularsuccessqrdames

0 Du Dunpar Kilournc har act eri sed as 0 aenttoe a l Col
the Staff Collge.?*’

24> Beckett, Territorials, 12223.

245 Beckett, Territorials, 123; TNA, WO 163/252.

24TBA, AR 110/2007 (BMMT 579), Sale to wife, 5, 12 and 16 Apl., 3 May 194Dd®
1942 AR 4/2013 [BMMT 639/1], Memoir by Nigel Viney, 27 Jan. 20BBIMT 778, Carr,
Wartime Memories43-44.
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At least Kilburn recognised the value of allowing the battalion to continue to

wear its black rifle buttons, Cottesloe writing to him that it was a symbol of a
county wunit that had dédnever been wil i
of Ox f o r d?Thie ®RLIdepot at Cowley had long queried the wearing of

rifle buttons Lieutenant Colonel G. E. Whittall commanding the Regimental

Infantry Training Centre there was inclined to leave the battalion alone when

the issue came up in JanuaBAl despite the problem of sending officers to it

when its buttons, badgeand drill differed from the remainder of the OBE4?

The wearing of a different regimental flash on the sleeve was also questioned.

I n the end, Bucks wdn tthe OJMaat tOfd i acfe t
change should be imposed after Cottesloe visited the Under Secretary of State

for War, Lord Croft?*° The Gentral Ordnance Depot theneated problems

over the supply of sleeve flashes, Cottesloe again contacting €rtftleed,

Cottesloe took the opportunity to impress on Croft that the Bucks Battalions

should be treated no differently from The Cambridgeshire Regiment, The
Herefordshire Regimenand The Hertfordshire Regiment, all of which retained

their individual identiies as Territorial formation$>?

Regulars still harboured the perception that TA training had been little more
than a veneer with weekend and summer camps often devoted to unit and sub

unit trainingwith few battalion or brigade exercisgs that Tentorials had even

248BA T/A 6/32, Kilburn to Cottesloe, 26 Aug.1943; Cottesloe to Kilburn, 28 Aug. 1943.
249BA, T/A 6/33, Whittall to Hall, 13 Jan. 1941; CrouahWhittall, 18 Jan. 1941; Crouch to
Cottesloe, 19 Jan. 1941; Sale to Cottesloe, 22 Jan. 1941.

20BA, T/A 6/33, Sale to Cottesloe, 22 Jan. 1941; Croft to Cottesloe, 5 Feb. 1941; Sale to
Cottesloe, 19 Feb. 1941.

251BA, T/A 6/33, Sale to Cottesloe, 3 Mar. 19€kttesloe to Croft, 8 Mar. 1941,

252BA, T/A 6/33, Cottesloe to Croft, 11 Mar. 1941.
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less experience of combined arms practice than the regliteae waso

actual attempt to centralise training on the part of the War Office until 1934 and
training of officers rerained the responsibility of regimentadmmanding

officers. Much depended, therefore, on the commanding officgheory

regular officers were trained for two ranks above their current appointments but
TA officers only for their actual appointments. TA officers could attend short
courses at the Royal Mary Academyat Sandhurdbut commanding officers

had not been required taodtlebrlydraninga seni
for most senior TA officers had been in TEWTSs (Tactical Exercises without
Troops) Promotion had been by seniority withiretregiment as in the regular
army. The shortage of officers was compounded by the fact that, irrespective of
their quality, they had had little practise in command given the failures of TA
recruiting generally until 1938. The TA knew little of combined straining

253 |n writing for theJournal of the Royal United Services Institutiori932,

Philip Hall had commented on the training problems deriving from scattered

units and different levels of enthusiasm and knowledge among offiters.

Doubling the TAhad not helped with a shortage of instructors so that
Territorials had as much or as little training as the rest of the. &orgeover,
they begarirom a weaker position anglererequired to go overseas earlier than
any prewar expectationslheyalsohadto maintain efficiencyvhile forming

duplicate units and absorbing new recruits to bring them to war establishment.

30at es, ©6Pi nchb4scDavidRenchRhisngGhou r cli2l | 6 s Ar my :
British Army and the War against Germany, 18t Oxford: Oxford University Press,

2000) 54, 6263, 172.

Captain Philip Hall, 6The Trainingumaf Juni c
of the RoyalUnited Services Institutio®7 (1392), 5868.
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*>The inequality in training extended to one training memorandum in June
1938 being distributed down to all regular lieutenant colonelstiytdown to

TA brigadiers.Once in Francethe degree of training depended upon battalion
commanding officers and upon the interest of divisional commaritiers

were few additional training opportunitida. April 1940, the commander of the
BEF, Lord Gort, feared the TA formations could only perform static roles.
Three of the TA division# France-12", 23 and 48’ - were only meant to be
labour units and remained unekuipped and untrained, only to be thrown into
the fighting and almost entirely destroyed in support of the French south of the
perimeter forming around Dunkirk>® Nonethelesssome TA officers prowe
especially effective in assisting the preparation of a new army after the setbacks
of 1940 suclas Captain (later Majptionel Wigram in pioneering battle
schoolsand Lieutenant Colonel Stewart Blacker in pioneering new weapons
such as the PIAT.

Immediately before the war, with the doubling of the TA but not yet full
conscription, Territorial ssmaopovedht ed f
In an attempt to bolster TA formatiorthere was much crog®sting and unit
interchangenot only betweeffirst and second line TA formations but between

TA and regul ar s. Sundeeagelfdr Qvérse&s satvwearema t u r e
sent back from TA divisions intended for reinforcement of the BEF to AA

Command in October 193t all, 40,000nenwere sent backom the first line

including older soldiersnlthe case of the §Field Regimentthese older men

includeda battery sergeant major who had been a regular in the Great War and a

**David French, 6Big Wars and38tmal |l nWaew Bet
(ed), Big Wars and Small Wars: The British Army and the LessoWganfin the Twentieth
Century(London: Routledge, 2006), 33, at 48.

6 Smalley,British ExpeditionaryForce, 43, 5657, 7176; BeckettTerritorials, 154.

»’"0ates, O6Pinchbeck Regularso6, 240.
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battery quartermaster sergeant who had charged at El MGyt#rose in
reserved occupationsome 910,500 men were also weeded dutose sent
back from the first line were replaced by reservists, Territorials from units
designated as second line in the doubling exercise, and conscripts. In some
cases, it could change thatare of a unit significantly, although A®ivision

expressed itself satisfied with its replacemetits

Most TA divisions received one regular battalion per brigade with regular
divisions receiving between one and three TA battalions in refaus,the 99"
(Royal Bucks Yeomannyield Regimenteplaced 18 Field Regiment RA in

2" Division with the latter posted to #§South Midland) Divign. Equally,

145 Brigade of 48 Division lost the 4 Royal Berkshires t8" Division and
wasreplaced by" Battalion, The Gloucester Regimédram that divisionTA
divisions benefitted from the arrival of regular battalions but regular divisions
were not keen on accepting TA battali@mgl in some cases, they proved a

weak link in the 1940 campaigf?®

Three TA divisions including the #Division arrived in France in Januaapd
Februaryl94Q the 48' being the first to do sdThe ' Bucks Battalion had
undertaken company and platoon exercises in England since mobilisation with
precisely one b#tlion, one brigadeand one divisional exercisthe latterat

Snap Common near Marlborougiredicated on practising the rotation of
brigades into a simulated trench systémthe whole period between September
1939 and May 1940, fDivision had juss i x waeteakrandng.?®* The I

Bucks Battalion had mobilised in Aylesburyg 28 August, where it was

58 \White (ed.)More Wartime Memoriesl0.

*®0ates, O6Pinchbeck Regularso, 224.
260 Smalley,British Expeditionary Forcel6869.
®'0ates, O6Pinchbeck Regularso, 229.
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billeted,before moving to Newbury racecourse 4 September 1939 and

remaining there until going overseas 17 January 1940 he officers were
guartered in the jockeysd dormitories
ranks in the loose boxesen men to each sleeping on paillasses on tresites

poor lighting and only one gas stove per BurnettBrown as CO in the stabl

man a g er 6 Fhedtemildings wese.used as dining hallswas

suggested that the only Army Form in the Orderly Room plentifully available

was O0that of a solaiamo6snmafiuineadrwyi fad d

Medical inspection resulted irgeral men posted out. One CSM, Spittles, an
excellent shot, was found to be blind in one &ydh some officersuch as

Owen Jonebeing posted to other duties, three NCOs received immediate
commissions in Octobe®@ne replacement apparition sent from the

Supplementary Reservashort and stoya nd s p o r tmonugs taa cohNeadz |
LieutenantR.S.P#K et hl ey appeared wearing a ma
he cal | edc utitse eddaitoktatandrews ofshbwn design that the

War Office had allowed him to wear when recruiting and administering cadets
inLondonHe was told to removeHedaldolradtheaj or 0 's
strange habit of rising daily at 0600 houosdonsume pork pies from a paper

bag Incapable of issuing an ordand the despair of RSM| bert o6 Scatty
Hawtin, PittKethleywas dispatcheds surplus to requirements before the

battalion went oversealde was then to be seen cycling in Amersham once

more di spl ayi ng heasinghisgleongard andten?® wn's anc

252 Neville (ed.),wWar Chronicle I, 24; BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 583], Ken Bateman
Memoirs, 2,BMMT 778, Harry CarrWartime Memories5>-6; BMMT 782, Jack Cheshire
Notes, 23; ; Royal Archives (hereafter RA), MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/4, Burnétown to

Lady Brecknock, 17 Sept. 193Quotations from the Royal Archives appear by permission of
His Majesty Kirg Charles IIl.

263BMMT 782, Cheshire Notes, BA, AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.
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RSM Hawtin, and one of the CSMs, Norton, were both regu@ng man who

failed to reporbn mobilisatiorwas found by the police and ogped the

battalion, whilst anther was declared a deserféf A total of 127 merunder

the age ofL9 weresent back to the"2Bucks Battalion in exchange for older

men.?®* By December 279 men had been transferred into the battaliortfeom

Infantry Training Centres of thfeomerset Light Infanyt, Northamptonshire

Regiment, and OBl leading to even more cramped accommodation at

NewburyAs a result, O0C6 Company was moVe:
Company to Hambridge Fari@n 11 January 1940 Private Silvey, who had
previously said O6he wasndédt going to Fr
and didnodot | i ke the placed, jumped nalk
wasremoved to hospitaf®® There were a number of otheimnor disciplinary

of fences, wusually rec®rded simply as ¢

Training took place on Greenham Comnwath route marches of increasing

distance instituted every Friddyvariably, the battalion band would meet the

men about a mile from camp &etend of the marche€® Older officers found

this particularly challengings did Hawtin wh o Ohad a degree ¢

and long marchingwas anagonytohim, s f eet swe.&tThe and b

264BA T/A 6/15, Orders, 29 Sept. 1939.

265BA T/A 6/15, Daily Orders, 22 Sept. 1939.

26BMMT 782, Cheshire Notes, TNA, WO 167/804 War Diary, 11 Jan. 1940.

267 See, for example, BA, T/A 6/15, Note, 10 Jan. 1940.

28BA, AR 65/2014 [BMMT 651/1], Memoir of Sergeant Leslie Phipps.

*°Trevor GibbensCapt i vity: Trevor Gibbensd ExPerienc
(Privately published, n. d.);B. Pes cavus is oot with an abnormally high plantar

longitudinal archthose with it placing too much weight and stress onbideand heel

of the foot whilststanding and/or walking.
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only range available was at Churn and, with ammungloort, no company was
able to make more than one viéi. Entertainments National Service

Association ENSA) shows and sport enlivened the routine,&aath weekend,

a special trainvas run from Newbury to Aylesbury via High Wycombe to allow
regular leaveMen were also allowed into Newbury, some of the band playing
with the town band two evenings a week. The battalion band also gave concerts
outside the front entrance of the racecourse, a number of the bandsmen being
from the Hazells band, which had attext good players from around the

country in peacetmé c af ® known aewbuypHigh Streetwas i n N
particularly favoured by the merChurch parades were held in the Racecourse
Grand StandMiost of the battalion embarked at Southampton for Le Hanre

RMS Duke of Argylland a former Isle of Man packet botite carrier platoon

and motor transport section being routed from Bristol to Nantes. Rumours had
reached the battalion of the poor state of tid@8cks and this appeared

justified when the la#ir was encountered at Southampfdh.

Once in France the battalievas mostly emipyed preparinglefences and
repairing roadsround Wahagnias thecoalmining area between Douai and
Lille in bitter winter weatherThey also constructqalllboxes onthe Go r t
L i raedddugantitank ditcheonce it began to thaw’? Only one day a week
was devoted to training with four days on construction and rdpairte

marches also continueds a result, whilst the battalion was now physically fit,

2% Neville (ed), War Chroniclel, 45.

271BA, AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney NotebogiBMMT 778, CarrWartime

Memories 10-13; BMMT 782, Cheshire notes, 6; Atkins notes, 1.

272 |WM, 27350, Sound Interview with Tich Raymer, 5 Apl. 2005; Peter Constable (1940) in
Felix Hodson (ed.)Tides of War, 19395: Seventeen Buckinghamshire Territorial

Ri fl emends Per[copyisdddinBWN), Bac.i6e88)Llivede Never Foster,
191784: Memories of Family LiféPrivately published, 1995), 9 [copy in BA, T/A 6/99.
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weapons skillsemained limited”’®> Some men three per companywere able

to attend concerts by ENSA afide went tofootball and rugby matches

between Britain and France in Paris. Some trips were also made to Vimy Ridge
and other Great War battlefieldslliott Viney0 s company got four
show that turned out to feature George Fornithye entire company saw a
production of Emlyn Wi lliamsbésapl ay,
show withJack Hylton and some of the cast®and Waggog atwhich Grace

Fields made a surprise appeararfidee men were billeted in schools, empty
factoriesandprvat e houses: the headquarterso
brewery.A good relationship was enjoyed with tAWéahagniewillagers, which

would be renewed after the wahe band would play a concert of light music

for the villagers after the fortnightly Sunday service and, on occasion, would

give a demonstration of marching at the light infantry 146 paces to the minute.
Weekly bathing parades were held in the showktisenlocal coal pitsd D 6

Company was billeted in La Neuville, about two miles from Wahagnies, where
there was an estaminet with poor beer and the locals engaging in cockfighting

on Sunday afternoon%’*

Theweather proved a constant tri@aptainBrian Dowling, paying his
company in the open because it was warmer outside inghksun than inside

found the ink froze in his pelVater wagons froze regularilyheo f f i noessr 0 s

2BTNA, WO 167/804, War Diary, 24 Jan., and 4 Apl. 1940.

274 WM, 6806, Sound Inteview with Elliott Viney, 13 May 1983; Hazell (ed}Vith the

Colours July 1940, 2; BA, AR 13/2016 [BMMT 670/1], Second World War Experience
Centre Sound Interview with John Brown, 29 Dec. 2010; AR 4/2013 [BMMT 618], Elliott
Viney to parents, 25 Feb., 7dvl and Apl. 1940; Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum (hereafter
SOFO0), 3543, 12/4/MS/7, Account of Bernard Hardacre; RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/7, Sale
to Lady Herbert, 7 Feb. 194BMMT 778, Carr,Wartime Memoriesl6-20; BMMT 782,

Atkins notes, 1.

77



waiter, Rivate F. Bull, put his dentusén a mug of water before rahg for the
night and found them completelpzen in the mornind’® Soap froze on the
face before it could be shaved off and boots froze to the floor overflight.
There had been an outbreak of German measles at Newbury and this was
followed by cases aferebrespinal fever in Francé!’ Matters were cheered by
the arrival of a parcel for every man from the Battalion OCA with chocolate,
chewing gum, razor blades, handkerEhsgationery and pencils, whildie

Ayl esbury Company r ekefomthe wnanaydff’i ned D

The T'Buckshad to absorb draftof 100 merin April 1940from the Essex

Regiment most |l y wimiH idnlayneqioxThereowerehos 6 t r a
evenenough battalion badges available fovatio werethose posted irf’®

There was little practice ammunition and officers and men alike were
inexperiencedlthough Elliott Viney had attended a course at Sandhurst in July

1939 involving sand table exercises and TEWI%The battalion ha only

received its first Bren (& carrig at theLavant camp in August 1939 whilste

antrtank platoon had no anink weapondnitially, each company had only

one Bren Gun, one -fdkrifle,onetcareandfoure Boy s

2> BMMT 782, Chehire Notes, 7Neville (ed.),War Chronicle I, 72.

2’® George Burfoot (1940), in Hodson (edl)des of WarlWM, 7279, Sound Interview with
Jack Henshaw and George Davess, 1983; BA, AR 13/2016 [BMMT 670/1], Second World
War Experience Centre Sound Intewiwith John Brown, 29 Dec. 2010.

2’7 Gibbens Captivity, 8.

28BA, AR 110/2007 (BMMT 579), Sale to wife, 28 Mar. 198MMT 782, Cheshire

Notes, 89; Atkins to wife n. d. [Dec. 1939].

2®TNA, WO 167/804, War Diary, 25 Apl. 1940; BA, T/A 1/7, Mins. CTA General
Purposes, 14 Mar. 1940.

280BA AR 56/2007 [BMMT 560/1], Viney Diary, 12 July 1939.
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trucks.Officers received no revolvers until May 194%.Lavant had not

offered an adequate preparatidhe troopsherewere divided into trained and

untrained groups but without sufficient instructors to handle the numbers

involved whilst officers were separated from their men to attend different

coursesTraining in how to lay anttank mines was undertaken with simply a

282
€

drawing of a mine>"° Matters were not much better in Franeedvate Jack

Collins recalled exercises for which no thuntlashes or blanks were available

soActing CaptainHughSaundersio &€DBdnpany O0j umped about
matches, shouting ABang, you are al/|l
out of it an® back in billetsd.

The last peacetime camp of the Bucks Battalion at Lavant, August 1939

[BMMT]

281 author interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; IWM, 6806, Sound Interview with

Elliott Viney, 13 May 1983.

282BA, AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.

lanWats n, O6A Study of the Experiences®and Per

Bucks Battalion, 194060, Unpub. MA di ssertati

(1940) in IWM, Hodson (ed.)ides of War
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TA discipline generallyvas good and theBucks was one of 59 battalions in
the BEF witlout a single court martial whilgt Francelndeed, generally, pre
war Territorials were good material with more intelligence than many ordinary

regulars and just as award notmorescof a regi me’tdés trad

In the case of 99(RBY) Field Regimentinitial concentratiorwaswith 48"
Division around Newburyte8Benham Park, Bradfds Farm, Stockcrosand
SpeenAccording to Ronald Jelbart, who was articled to Chesham UDC and
had joined 393 Battery in 1938, the men were sent to Newbury in a fleet of

coaches, singing a sondgd®to the tune of

We are the three nine three marching along

We are the boys from Bucks and this is just our marching song

We joined the Royal Bucks Yeomanry to fight for yours and mine

And when we get to Ger many weol | ha

Hang him on the Siegfried Line.

The reginentcrossed to France with A®ivision but then joined? Division
on 1 February 1940. Quads had been received before embarkation but the

armamentremained4ounder s and 4. 50 howitzers.

Li ke the Bucks Battali on, thmobittehwinkef t he
weather digging defences that would never be uUsedond Lieutenant (later
Sir) John Moreatn, son of the vicar of St George the Martyr, Wolvedaod

later to become a distinguished diplomat and ambassadod his fellow

284 Smalley,British Expeditionary Forcel51; WM 6806, Sound Interview with Elliott
Viney, 13 May 1983; 4896, Sound Interview with George Soane, 9 June 1981.
285BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 556], Ronald Jelba,n | mma t u(2002), 48195t or vy
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of ficers Omore and more tryingbé. As a
and sophisticated, interested only in the senses and material values; at their best
they are cultivated in a queer way and genuinely keen for thebeieldy of their

me n’8 .

By May 1940 there were eight TA divisions among the 13 of the BEF, another
having already been committed to the Norway campaign. Despite the manifold
disadvantageshe TA still offered stubborn defence in the face of the German

offensive beginning onQlMay 1940.

After training around Bapaume in the spring, th8 8®ved forwardvith 2™

Division to the Ottenbourg area in Belgium. When the first withdrawal was

ordered on 15 May th@uads were too far back and nine of the gufrf893

Battery had to babandoned’ There were no HE shells and no armour

piercing shells with which to engage German tanks, the shells available being

filled with lead shot set in resift° Moveshad to be by night to avoid bombing

and, aMoretonr ecal | ed, O T hskeepandwamascumulatedy | i t t |
we ar i # &he 99 féund itself supporting 6 Brigade on several occasions

over the next few days with a number of men becoming casyalties D6 Tr oo p
393 Battery suffering badly from air attack on 16 Maystand was mader§t

on the line of the Escaut Canal on 20 Mayg.a result393Batteryhad only

three guns |l eft and 394 *Warudakactign was al
was fought at St Venaon the La Basg&Canal on 27 Ma$940, the 99th

288BA, AR 56/2015 (BMMT 586), Moreton Diary, 27 Mar. 1940.

287 SteveWhite (ed.)Strike Home: The Royal Bucks Yeomanry, 179@7(Leicester:
Privately printed, 1992), 167, 20; BA, AR 56/2015, Moreton Diary, 16 May 1940.
288BA, AR 28/2009 [BMMT 597], Memoirs of Norman Dubber, 8.

289\White (ed.) Strike Home21.

290 \White (ed.)More Wartime Memoriedl6.
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assisting the *lRoyal Bekshires in holding the village of Haverskerque long

enough to enable the rest of the brigade to withdraw over a canal bridge but

there were heavy casualtiesmn O E6 Tr o o withmthers3akeh Bat t er
prisoner.The guns had taken on German tanks ovengpghts and hat

remained of 393 Battected as aearguardin the Forest of Nieppés

Moreton recorded, the infantrahd b e e n 6 c®Uln thecase gpfthe'lc e s 6 .

Royal Berkshires, only seven officers and 67 mvere to returrio England.

On 29 May- to their surprise as they were not aware of the overall situation
thesurvivorsof the 99" were ordered to Dunkirk with neessential vehicles

and some gun® bedestroyed. A few of the guns that were not destroyed were
then turned over to 4BDivision at La Pann®ith some of the meimcluding
Moretonremaining with them until thesaigs were also disabled on 31 May
Some 20 members of the regiment were killed in the Dunkirk cam@ygihe

end of July 1940, 40 men were still unaccountedfibrough it was known that
six others were POW&” Although the 98 was not subjected to as great a
pressure as thé'Bucks Battalionthe regiment still faced the disruption of
movement and frequent loss of cohesion amongst the floods of civilian
refugees. Norman Dubber, an employee of Barclays Bank at Buckingham who
had joined in 1938, was with a group of ten men that lost its tran¥idint no
maps they made theway to Dunkirk on foot, where they fortuitously found
their troop commander, Lieutenant Bill Rdsswe on the beach?* Jim

Lawr ence, a Hwahpwdstaptiredheanagdd togsEape in
January 1945, fighting for four days with Czech partisansagu® in May

1945. He was the last of the Hazells POWs to get back to Engtand.

291BA, AR 56/2015, Moreton Diary, 27 May 1940.

292BA, D/FR 161/2/26/2, Watson to Cottesloe, 31 July 1940.
293BA, AR 28/2009 [BMMT 597], Memoir of Norman Dubber12.
294 Hazell (ed.)With the ColoursAug. 1946.
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Succeeding Walmesley in 1929ed Lawsorhad continued to command the

99" Field Brigade until 1933. In 1936 he was appointed CRA tbDigision

with the rank of hgadia. In 1939he deployed to France. It was a source of

sorrowto himthat the 98 Field Regiment was then transferred tdDRivision

without him As CRA he was not required to produce a fire plan until the

retirement to the Escaut as there had been nonaati the lines previously held

on the Dyle, Seineand Dendre. Even Lawson had little idea of what was

happening elsewhere anas particularly surprised to be told at one point that

he was conmmamndeng A8Xhe wrote | ater, OI
individual commanders or by letters is the first sign of dissolution in an army. If

| had known then what | have learned since about theseyahathristenings, |
shoul d have ®Telet viemhyampey.té day 6X6 For
Lawson was orderem rejoin 48" Division headquarters at Bergugihout any

role as command of the artillery had now been devolved to brigade level.
Lawson and his staff were then Ol entod
the canal line on the Dunkirk perimeter fr@argues to Nieuport with his

headquarters at Furnes.

Lawson was responsible for posting what troops were already in the area and

filling out the defence line as more men arrived. His improvised force of

artillerymen and engineers fighting as infantrycially pushed back the

Germans from Nieuport on 28 Mayinning enough time for elements from Il
Corps to reach and consol i doaadeFieldhe per
Regi ment met his father by chance as |

chosen badly for his walk to the beach, having his troop gunsights, the battery

*BA, T/ A 3/522; Draft of Lord Burnham, 6One
reproduced in three parts Daily Telegraph May 1965.
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chronometer and t A%Wiliem Llawsontwasepestedtthe wh i s |
Scots Guards in June 1941 while Fred Lawson was promoted to major general

in February 1941 and conmanded the Yorkshire County Division of home

defence formations before becoming director of public relations at &re W

Office from 1943 to 1945. Freslicceeded as"4.ord Burnham in 1943and

William as 8" Lord Burnham in 1963

As for the £'Bucks Battalion,h r e e  d @aradrdopeatraihing was given

before the battalion aved into Belgium on 14 May 194hd took up a position

close to the battlefield of Waterlo@ne 30 mortar was pl ace
one of the memorials. Another 20 mort e
?"The first man kiled (by bombing) on 16 May and buried in Waterloo

Communal Cemetenyasthe populaAr t hur Char dmmendad2@h ar | |
year old newly married man from Longwickho had regularly entertained his

coll eagues with &%Withdraival began thrgesddys later d i a |
with seven successive positions being dug and then abandonestimated 71

miles were covereih the first 48 hours, the retreat often interrupted by air

attack with no rations issued for three dagysgl men scrounging what they could

from the fieldsor deserted shop8® Men frequently got separated. Gerald

Norman, for example, got separated frdma tattalion near Seclin andpming

across 143 Brigade, never manged to rejoin the Budksty Carr one of the

bandsmen but seconded to the pioneer platoon as a carpenter, also got separated

*BA, T/ A 3/522, Burnham, 60One Mands Dunkirk:¢
2'Wat son, OExperien8es and Perceptionséd, 7

2% BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 558] Memoir of Robert Matthews; AR 13/2016 [BMMT

670/1], Second World War Experience Centre Sound Interview with John Brown, 29 Dec.

201Q BMMT 778, CarrWartime Memories23

299 George Burfoot (1940), in Hodson (edl)desof War Wat son, O6Experience
Perceptil@nsd, 18
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with two others and was unable to rejoin. They made theitav@®unkirk via

Lille with a RASC company*™ Little information was availablas to wider
events Major Elliott Viney relying on a threelay old copyof The Daily
Telegraphhe had come acrosS! Jack Collins recalled the retreat as a dream of

6 ma r ¢ hungergdigging in- leaving- marchingagaind e at hl1 ¥* tired

Throughouit he battalionds movements were h
civilian refugees crowding the roads, mixing with assorted military transport

and marching troopThere were ats frequent air raids®® On 18 May whilst

Major BrianHeyworth was seeking orders from brigade headquaE#isit

Viney took some of the companies across country and down lanes-arayby

which proved successful in getting them to a new position ardatténdries

and Ath. Later that night, however, orders came to pull back aghestain

onthe line of the Escaut Candlransport became available in the early haiirs
199Mayaf ter five hoursdé marching althoug
agan marchedAt least the practice marches since mobilisation had been useful
preparation but movement across country was difficult and men were tired,
thirsty and hungry. As Jack Cheshire i

chas®®do.

300 1\WM, Doc. 25808, Diaryf Gerald Norman; BMMT 778, Carvartime Memories24
27.
01BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 558], Memoir of Robert Matthews; IWM, 6806, Sound
I nterview with EIlIliott Viney, 13 ®Mayad28983; W
302 3ack Collins (1940) in Hodson (edTjdes of War
303 Gibbens Captivity, 16:17: BMMT 782, Cheshire notes, 11P.
394 BMMT 782, Cheshire notes, 1B4
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Sergeant Disburpf 1% Bucks Battalion argaining with local traders at&
Neuville, 11 May 1940 [BMMT]

6Dend Buowebh provedthepequagbutrs of ca
l ndeci awien@dngwwm ewi t h fl uleBhI1l themne mi
siwkfkevebridsrha i s amd24gob&nwamyn home i

Februar®XyMaj9aer0. Romwdlod eSdlaeni | y had move
Ayl esbury in 1917, was educated at Be
articledkeanlp2rti &i pant oamattleaurWendo
dramatilkérgdoapiginally beédfdBtd mminssi o
192b83ut transferred .t owhatsh ea pBwd knst eRla tatsa |
commander on 2*fazbe uway MA®I® dmmtaR 7 Bur

Brown woul danmdothet dt benconf i rrfdetd wans c o

305BA; AR 4/2013 [BMMT 618], Elliott Viney to parents, 26 Jan. 1940; AR 23/2019
[BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook; Gibben€&aptivity, 12; RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/7,
Sale to Lady Herbert, 7 Feb. 1940..

306 Bucks Examiner9 June 1933.

307BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Saleo wife, 28 Mar. 1940.
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generally seen that the battalion I mp

men omi 1360 rout@®@Agnany hlesied 3 yY8ve e k .

Hearing that Lt, Codmnefl tPthe | Bimsnid p od f
commander of the S| ouhgahd Cohoergpma nrye p lna ct eh
command "8fuctklse Battalion by a regul ar,

commanding ofifnigc dimas & & &€ kinlaadsd sTdedaw.e s i

days | ater, ther daads attheononloystond si mr e
a regular officer as t*WBy aprrdfveeds iimn,q
was a brewer. All egedly, the brigadie
without training in thewtlherwkElriyott raaie
the brigadier remarked that he woul d

repl acedqubB%ra r

EIl i ot 6s Csoucocneesls oPrh,i | i p Booth, was 0t he
of ficer who compl etely daestpsi sweasy st haen dT
takes no pains *@n cmeaeteiad g t Biceo tf ta cft dr.
EIli ot seemed to t Hionku,tt hiet | lad d ®&@me aa P @
Boolhd&ad no sympakbhycwst btnoBo kainsdh*¥trhH eerd.

308 Author interview with R. G. Davies, 16 July 1984.

309BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Sale to wife, 15 Apl. 1940. The allusion is to the line in

Mi | t RaradiseLost 0t hi ck as the autumnal | eaves t he
Vallombrosa was the Benedictine abbey at Regello in Tuscany at which Pope Urban Il

preached to launch the First Crusade in 1096.

319 Herbert Raggett (1940) in Hodson (ediges of War

311BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Sale to wife, 3 Aug. 1940.

312BA, BA, D/IFR 161/2/22/1, Eliot to Cottesloe, n. d.; T/A 6/33, Crouch to Cottesloe, 19 Jan.

1941.
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Bur mBetothiremnexpect edloy ffBeetcdisn 268199600 |

having o6pul | ed®Salrei nrgesc eaitv ehdo noemdl.y t hr
Bur mBetot'wnr et urn and hiwsa sowne nde noont iao ns e:
of fi cerats Reownr 2ebst Aprsi Imihses il 0 camp ali
The adj utRantc,hildeh measc d rheke ywatrhat &al eds
was O6a greatndossi teor ¢$ &GP eme et Rewd
whwoul d be ki Iwreodt ei nt oMaSyal e t hat &6t he
wor d'8Fowe, a banker, had raised a new
battal i on.Ghaasr adcotuebrliesded as a o6dapper |
m dedlged, he found the °°BunredBatowmart i cu
broke doawnd awaasi nr endehbd gpe elyg7h hveasys s

194He remained for a few da¥s but did

Te mporcamynand Awetnitn giBBaMiag mrHey wematr h ol a 3
Treasury solicithtenhdf pomv Beavd tshs & cheelv d d
4/'%ast Labmedohieren®ving south and trar
193beeyworth had been commaAcdi mg &MB) oC:«
EI'liott Viney, who commanded o06B&6 Comp
virtue of one dawnwger T ABBioawmeithdaed bfuatv oyuor

Heywdrotrh pr omotmajgort oin January 1940 a

313BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Sale to wife, 20 Apl. 1940.

314TNA, WO 167/804, War Diary, 25 Apl. 1940.

31°BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Sale to wife, 9 May 1940.

318 Author interview with J. Owen Jones, 6 Oct. 1980; BA, AR 65/2014 [BMMT 651/1],
Memoir of Leslie Phipps; John Blatch (1940), in Hodson (dddes of War

37 TNA, WO 167/804, War Diary, 17 May 1940; BA, AR 6/2002 [BMMT 495/4]; AR
105/2011 [BMMT 619], Account of Bradier the Hon. Nigel Fitzroy Somerset, 17 May 1940
[also in IWM, Doc 2302 [86/19/1].
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h e
ot
t h

Vi

co

ne

believed Heyworth abler.**Omdthad tr
her hand, Ronald Sale hadCltedaer Igy,eat
er esiwgenriefd ncsdireatnvee en Heyworth and Vin

ney had been second in command of t
rshalhlo on oneioceasi Marti mlad alrat Wyc
Il rty chado6gi Wemeyoime pPhaegghmaplamtyi e s

mmanwwhetawmtansf erred to command O6B06&6 Ciq

pli,f@uinadnvested interests in the <co
riously entrenched6é. The pace of ev
t ri pfelsutctaewei ng down, despite wedepr

operly @3MIor eddmapred | ed to sort out vy
cumul ated correspondence.0sWhhmet Vine
arier | eechesd were removtedpailnfhwlug

es-@ar s@rgeant who was Brouarmniemilthk man ya

naged to evade removal as |little co
rgeant , eventually sent back to Cow
0 could motul wir ibtaeg edrydread, and abou
rbowrtehd respect to young boys in the

mpl ,aialeslo survived as he had some s
w recruits ha®SNomwie na bhsaodw bt eod se & dutg ¢

amounts ®f paper.

Ha

| a

nding over thet WWyétoewmmnerl®OEBMpau\hidn & yh e

tpteedrant i ¢ iwi thheaedpremdea edm dni oaidd

318 Michael HeyworthHazebrouck, 194(Privately published: 2004), 37 8 . Heywort hos
letters to his wife, on which this booklet is based, are in IWM, Doc. 9988.

319BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 57], Sale to wife, 15 Oct. 1939.

320BA; AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.

89



flurry of paper foll owed Viney to Ayl
rifl-ehpaughs and boots. ThHaeywent &adj u
need only state thabonhaeocawadrsd gleaae rrad |1y

to account feoart eawmerdéyaiirtyedm.l e tder aby Vi
O0stern replydepoometieyvartthhe company
spokes missingelf raonnd intos croenaprlAemihee bihey
frenzied activiitry Sigptne moéeri | 1 3% ,i othey
telephoned to enquire as to the corre
di sc: OA strangled voice r epidgioeodd, Aj u
byeo. It would appear that Heyworth

o)

the | ast meesnsd poar ttyheea tl asihe pate Lavant ,
recorded | aaxfothndrcatlHe Itehsatt bawdy song
Lawence Viney had been carried out un
poldeone | ighted tent still snaskedgdglhin

wi t h Hii s*Fpay.

John Viccars, commi ssioned into the b
over the mortar pl @tuadonwafsr anm elna mersa nRsif
Company. He found Viney a odifficult

power in Ayl esbuiHryinhngf cae dt hdawar & hr o
family connection with the battalion,
senseanefabt pbougyh Wi msel fi tr ewadgs ded t ha
di sadvanthgelbnuneswtthlae Hazell s men i1 n t
welWhen Lawrence Viney was invalided |
t he Car r i Wh ePnl aTtroeovno.r Ginbdbelnasa a Sco't

L pid.
322BA, AR 68/2021 [BMMT 745], Ingram Murray interview with John Viccars, 20 Jan.
2009; BA, AR 23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.

90



di stingui shed professwas ododtogdk nisn caP
of finel 988 noted that t-hrei bagdtaldp.,onma
of ficers and men coming fpomnarognd A
company t Hearoan batnlkdsf asanes awdi Pdleinsi t o
felt his acceptance depandod rwthedrheh
a civilised person who would fit 1 no.
chapl ain, Ronnie Dix, wkde aaheswghtofVihn
6an extremely steaddDiaxntioremepbkygteteop
charge at Badcomasdged dt o get arrested

battalion w¥s at Newbury.

Heywaretchogni sed 18®d (h3alh daryoctStaé et one and
efficiency of the officers and of the
enormously and everyone woulAls be di sg
al readyBuremBeatbterd , d ulryeodn eA2p@rff’"dde ot her
t wo company waé d men@/mahred s hkveey veo rCtalprt aad en
Par shall (, 6AWh&€owmapaniynval jadnedd danp tJaainnu
Al an Col |l i n (héCd dQoanppbdaaigne s Ri tchhaird er e
accountbDemptutayndSecr et ary to tithaed Banker s
mar rntead tihe Wet heredmrMmiasns hgndd dBwaks
Battal i o®fRii hc Hi98 &hoamimatnadk eoff t he mort ar
Mar laoood became adjutant when the regul
medi cal.¥pPauvavhaast Ir e pB micheonv | b yn gH uwhhi | s t

323 Gibbens Captivity, 5,21.

324BA, AR23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.

32° Heyworth,Hazebrouck83, 11112; TNA, WO 167/804, War Diary, 20 Apl. 1940.

326 Belinda NormarButler, JamegNewport: Hunnyhill Publications, 1997), 7.

'BA, AR 23/2019 [ BMMT 7 Ral/Back,198&s Ri tchi eods |
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Saunders stepped up torcbmm@nad® éabbecCo
Ri c hBarrodc k| ehur $hewentysrefgul ar was RuUj
arrived i n April Alt9a4HH w€tro ngu d hee d e@ a lela
6stood calmly sheghtsnfgeh¥sapopedaki mo

On 20 May194qQ the battalion had its first rest in over a fortnjght Great

War veteran quartermaster, Captain 06Pe¢
a hundrd eightpound tins of biscuit from a factory in Lille, whilst the transport
officer, Captain Bligh Masarfound a bottle of beer for each man and three

dozen bottles of champagnewas the first time two meals had been served in a
single day for a weelMail and newspapers also arrivddhe following day

al so proved relatively quiet.wtBarryos
bayonets fixedinder cover of mortar firmwards a face that had crossed the

Escaut @nal but the Germans withdre@n 22 May he battalion was shelled
intermittently until around 1800The rifle companies were ordergdmove to

a positi on o-nhe tefercescdnstructed duling ttedPhoney War

- at Rumegiesthe transponvith ammunition supplies and the support weapons
beingdirected to follow a different route. Fortuitoustiierifle companies and

support echelon managed to meet up by chance in patchy mist. Leaving the
Lesdain area, the battalion managed to collecté dfeabout 60 cows that were

driven along by Gibberand his stretcher bearers and which pegt much

needed food**®

The battalion was relieved at Rumegies by some French formations on 23 May

and ordered back to Nomaihwas the seventh position thattalion had dug

and then ordered to abandohs the battalion retiredviney spent much dfis

time trying to retain discipline as sc

328 George Burfoot (1940) in Hodson (edjdes of War
329 NormanButler, James 18 BMMT 782, Cheshire notes, 116.
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happening and wer e r eQuideyortditaushytVinayow t he i
came across a battalion leave party by the side of the ¥84d5 Brigade

received orderto move to Calais on 23 Mawhich was already under attack

from the Germans although no one in the brigade was aware of this. The
movementvas supposed to begat 230 hours on 24 May bwas delayed by

late arrival of transport.

Theorders hadlsonow changed, with the destinati@assel. The vehicle
convoyreached Bailleuat about 0300 on 25 Mayhenthe ' Bucks was

detached to defend Hazebrowkply because it was the rear battalion in the

line of march at that point with the other two battalions from 145 Brigade sent

to Casseand Ledringhent®! The newly promoted Brigadi¢he Hon Nigel

Sl ashero6 Fitzroy Somer &6louestasmd i ous |
little more knowledge of wider events until 28 Mdjeassumedthaa s 6 Wo o d
Forcebd was supposed to be holding Haze
ColonellohnWo o0 d 6 s c lon therewantgd whils¥Wood, Gortos Deput
Director of Artillery, had selected defensive positons and had them shown to
Heyworth he left between 1400 and 1800 on\2&y, 6 Wo o d IRawingc e O
beendissolved Somerset later suggested that he would not have sent the Bucks

if he had known Wood would not be in commaHe. had intended to pthe

2" Gloucesters in Hazebrouck and the Bucks and't@BLI in Cassebut it

was not practicable to do other than detach the Bdtks

330 WM, 6906, Sound Interview with Elliott Viney, 13 May 1988MMT 782, Cheshire
notes, 1516; Atkins notes, 4.

311WM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Somerset Mss, Diary, 26 May 1940.

$2BA; AR 105/2011 [BMMT 619] [also in IWM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Somerset Account,
26 May 1940, and Elliott Viney Account, July 1940; 6806, Sound Interview with Elliott
Viney, 13 May 1983.
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It was also only on 28 May that Major
commanding 48 Division was made aware of the decision to evacuate the
BEF.Manyfrom® 6 Company h a/t/fMgyand oregplatdon on 16
never rejoinedut thedefenceof Hazebrouckvould be assisted by eighb-

pounder gunfrom 391 and 392 Batteries 88" (Surrey and Sussex Yeomanry)

Field Regimentunder the command of Lieutenant Colonel George Ledingham

five or six 2-pounder antitank gunfrom 223 Batteryo66"( The Ki ngés O
Anti-Tank Regimenta battery of 2HAA Regiment, a troop of LAA

Regimen, a troop of 173 LAA Batterya platoon of the 145 Brigade Anfank
Companywith 25mm Hotchkiss gunsnder Sergeant Ken Trussel of e 1

Bucks, and No. 2&tion of 226 Field Company, REhere weresome old

French and Belgian t&ein the townbut in such bad repair that they were

simply used as roablocks.Elements of 44 Division were in the outskirts.

GHQ was leavingdazebrouck as the battalion deploygdbout 1000 on 25

May, the large amounts of confidential filesn c | udi n g completed Gor t 6
order of battldeft behindin the railway statiotbeing burned by the Bucks.

Gi bbens saw GHQ kitchen staff o6in whit
their vans, disappearing up the road as fast as they could drive; not accompanied

by jeersexactly, but by the quiet contempt (very good for morale) of our chaps

who knew t he or dekEllist Wineyrcaane acmssat o r et r e e
Coldstreamer he knew who asked him if
valise in due course when the Bucks th#& townas he did not have enough

roomfor it in his car Captain LordCowdrayof 98" Field Regimenhad been

severely wounded and was to lose his &rt.

333 Gibbens,Captivity, 18-19; IWM, 6806, Sound Interview with Elliott Viney, 13 May 1983;
BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 558], Memoir of Robert Matthews; AR 105/2011 [BMMT 619]
and IWM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Somerset Account, 27 May 1940; SOFO, Account of George

Davess.
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Stragglers and odds and sedsderlies and so onfrom GHQ often had no

weapons andould contibutelittle to the defencealthough somdO0 Territorial

machine gunnersom the 4th CheshireMachine Gun Battaliomwere added to

those el ements of 6AG®rohd50pen ofgledvdh at h ac
party from6" York and Lancaster Regiment wetkso deploye@nd even those

without formed units could be motivated by officers or good NCOs to make
themselves usefuMany, however, were without rifles and were given hand

grenades and axddeyworthwas given a single map and found his officers so
exhausted that they could not keep awake during his initial brie¥imgy later

said that he had onl y a bhouwsbeforebeiRg hour s ¢
captured whilsthe common theme of recollections was being too tired to think

of panic.®**

Runs of the Fondation Warein Orphanage, Hazebrouck after the battle
[BMMT]

334 peter Constable (1940) in Hodson (edifles of WarlWM, 6806, Sound Interview with
Elliott Viney, 13 May 1983; author interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; Watson,

OExperiences and Perceptionso6, 27.
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The town wagoo large to be defended by a single battadind was surrounded

largely by open country, the only real obstacle being the local canal and the
embankment and cutting the northern part of the tovaarryingthe main

railway line to CalaisThe only option was to defend the edges of the town with
isolated company strength positioMost of the anttank guns wes placed to

the west as thandthenorth were thelirections most open for tanksith the

field guns sento the westand south.B6, 6 C6 and O0D&6 Compart
depl oyed around the per i mahteetransport h 0 A
sectionin a large convent schoethe Institut St Jacqueshich had been

briefly the location of GHQ and battalion headquarters in the Fondation
WareinOrphanag@pposite.The orphans were evacuating Bphanageas the

battalion arrived but other civilians took shelterinits celfif® B6 Company
defended the ntr and northwesto f t h e QGompamy the so@iwest

and 6D6 tlewestbammepfthed A0 echel on transport
companies, bunost appears to have been stationed at a linen factory whilst the

60 B6 @ tramapdrtavas put in the tovequareThe Carrier Platoon was

initially sent forward on 26 Maybut ran into German tanks and those left were

then useds antitank obstacles arounlde OrphanageSomerset visited

Heyworth briefly at about 1800 on 26 May and on the following day taegbt

44" Division to send assistance.

ThegeneralGerman advance had been halted on 24 ME\Oto enable the

infantry to catch up with the Panzer divisions that had far outstripped them and

the supply network. The advance resume@®May. The Germas believed

GHQ still to be in Hazebrouck and attack deelopedat 0900on 27 May, that

on 0CO6 and 6DO6 Companies incthesasi ng i

33°BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 558], Memoir of Robert Midtews; Patrick Hegarty (1940) in
Hodson (ed.)Tides of War
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formations involved were BanzerDivision andpart of themotorised infantry

of the SSVerfigungDivision, approaching initially from thevest andsouth

Reporting taSecond Lieutenant David Stebbingse battalion intelligence

officer, that he had seen thousands of Germans advancing, Private Ernest

Cooper was asked exactly how manywtoch he replied that he had not

stopped to count ther’t® Four of the 2Epounders were put out of action or

disabled during the course of the dayhathe rest pulled out betwe@A00and
2100hours.Bombing and artillery and mortar fire caused significasualties.

Hugh Saunders of o6D&6d Company recall ed
attack from a large force of armoured vehicles approaching from the direction

of St Omer, the battalion water truck
arrivalwas unhappily the signal for the commencement of the attack and, hardly
had [the truck] stopped outside the gate than an enemy tank rushed up from the
area of Le Cing Rues and, with a carefully aimed shot hit the water cart straight
in the [Wo&tnenmderasmk N@. 18 Pl atoon und
Garside appears to have withdrasmimost at once from a farmhouse on the

extreme west of the defencé®

60 Cb6 Co mmpsemagadquarters was in the grounds of an electricity works,
mareged to put fivdight tanks out of actiorbut wassteadily cut off and was
directed to retreat t hFewmgdeitodBAA6 Compar
Companywith oddments sent fromtheresetve i ed t o support OI
but by 1900 communications were becoming increasidficult. The

I ntell i gence sect i 8tEDshurohdosvehadalsobdero n  p o ¢

abandoned under shell fisdabout 1530The battalion had nadios and

33¥BA, AR 91/2015, High Wycombe Branch OCA Mins, 28 Jan. 2000.

337 Jerry MurlandCassel and Hazebrouck 19Barnsley: Pen & Sword, 2017), 88.
3% bid, 14647.
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communication waby runner A messageising Morse speech was no longer
possible- managed to get through to brigaateCasselwhich indicatedat about
2115 that4™ Division would attempt to break through from the saaithough

this never materialised®®

At around 2030 the Germans broke thr ot
the rest of the battalion and also isolating headquaBerse tried to stop the

German tanks with grenades aimed at dislodtweg tracks Primarily,

however, the men had reatiyly their rifles as the battalion was critically short

of mortar rounds. The Boys aitéink rifle was not only cumbersome with heavy
recoil but also ineffective unless used at short range and at thpeiyttrative

angle > Ammunition generallywasng@ | ent i ful , the cooks
having only ten rounds eact! Improvised barricades of trucks, furnityead

packing cases could not realistically stop tanks. As noted by Second Lieutenant
Amyst Lee, who had been holding a cottage beside tiveasagmbankment

and had managed to find ginger cake for his hungry, theyy could only pick

339Neville (ed.),War Chronicle I, 144-45; BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 558], Memoir of

Robert Matthews; AR 13/2016 [BMMT 670/1], Second World War Experience Centre Sound
Interview with John Brown, 29 Dec. 2010.

340 patrick Hegarty (1940) in Hodson (edlj¢gesof War, IWM, Doc. 6806, Sound Interview

with Elliott Viney; 27350, Sound Interview with Tich Rayner, 5 Apl. 2005; BA, AR 68/2021

BMMT 745], Ingram Murray interview with John Viccars, 20 Jan. 2009; Watson,

OExperi ences a-820ARPB&20€7¢BMMT 558],sviémoir & Robert

Matthews; AR105/2011 [BMMT 619] also IWM, Doc 2302 [86/19/1], Elliot Viney Account,

July 1940; Dale ClarkdBr i t ai n6s Fi nal Hobhe Guardl®94944 (Skoutni ng t h
History Press, 2016), 19% 9 ; l ngram Murray, O6The Wider Pic
Dunkirk @Bugle& Sabre2 (2008), 4549; Buckinghamshire in World War Vlideo (1995),

Interview with Stan Styles

%1 S0OFO, Account of George Davess.
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off motor cyclists and infantry and were forced to withdraw as soon as the tanks

gained the railway tracR?*?

At nightfall on 27 May Heyworth from thérphanagéried to establish contact
with 6B6 Company and the B echelon trze
PrestonwasKkiledy a bur st from a tymgtikgetso mac hi
the transport in the main square. David Stebhiags of the manager of

Barclays Bank in Aylesburyand himself an articled clerk who would qualify as

a solicitor whilstaPOWf ound o6B&6 Company had been
positions and managed to return to report to Heywdvith the Germans

pushing through the gaps in the defen&ssjnders, who compiled the war diary

in August 1940 from what could be discerned from the survicatked a

conferenceod D6 C o nNCO@sandittenrdered his men to leave in

parties of six oseven and try to make their way towards the coast. The first left

at about 221%oursbut soon returned saying it was not possiBlgote was

taken to try againrSaunders hiself ledout the last group of six mef*® Second

Li eutenant Mi cobpavadtrapfdud e houses dy tmaching gun

and sniper fire. Sherwell received the MC for going out in the street to shoot
several snipers, allowing his men to withdraw to the village of La Motte three

miles to the souttOther scattered parties als@ade tkeir escapep P a Palletto
andBlighMason, organising drivers, cooks
into a rear guardVhat remained odCo6Company, whom Barry had also

instructed try to get awap small groupseem to have been captured at about

2130.

342 Richard Collier,The Sands of Dunkidth edn. (London: Fontana/Collins, 1974), 72.
33TNA, WO 167/804, Saunders report, 9 Aug. 1940; BA, AR 6/2002 [BMMT 495/4]; Jack
Collins (1940) in Hodson (ed.Jides of War
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The 0k e ©planagemas ¢utot with around 150 memd it was clear
once Stebbings returned tlihey were the only organised party remaining
Morale remained astonishingly high despite the exhaustion and the critical
situation, Viney handingut cigarshe had received at Lesdalte spent some
time talking to the mortally wounded Private Sydney Grimmer, who had

worked for Hazellsn the Machine Department*

Tanks, mortars and artillery continued to pound the convent, the wounded

having bea placed in the cellar&y 1300 on 28 May th®rphanagevas under

direct fire from tanks, RSNHawtin managing to disable one by dropping a

grenade into the open turret from an upstairs windgdnl430ammunition was

in short supply and Heyworth aMiney agreed that they would try to break out

that night When Gibbens said he would stay with the wounded, it was decided

to continuetoresisPr i vate Perkins of 6D6 Compan
Orphanagdor ordersand thergottrapped theragecalledHeyworthé6 t hr owi n g

hand grenades odt of every windowbd.

At about 1630Heyworth waskilled by a sniper while crossing the stréetim
the orphanage to the Institut St Jacques to dbaticould be used as a
headquarteralthoughit would have beemipossible to move the wounded
there.His last conversation with Elliott Viney had been about the ethics of
eventual surrendewhich he was unwilling to contemplafé® With
ammunition now exhausteWjney more realisticallydirected thel00 or so
remainingdefenders of th®rphanagdo fix bayonets andake to the garden.

One group under Viney climbed into a house at drieecorners of the garden

344 Collier, Sands of Dunkirk72.
34> Gibbens Captivity, 22; HeyworthHazebrouck178; SOFO, Account of George Davess.
346 Heyworth,Hazebrouck221; SOFO 3543, Murray to Stanley, 26 Nov. 2004.
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but it wasseen by a passing German and stick grenades theoe/n into the

building, onebeing thrown back by Private Hewes who thereby saved many

lives. Viney, who spoke Germamgok the decision to surrender at about 1800

tying a white handkerchiefontheend ofarifer i vat e Per ki ns r e
terrible ringing adesTha@rphanagewddnow ontren t h e
and the Germans assisted Gibbens in getting some of the wounelddps

two thirds from the 100 oros at least from the cellar before the building
completelycollapsedSomemendid escape buhanywere caughelsewhere in

the townor overthe next few dayd.ined up, most expected to be shot out of

hand.**" One of those captureBull, the mess waitenad been captured by the

Turks at Kut in 1916 and so became a POW for the secondMimey

remembered Bumaking him a mug of tea whilshe Orphanagevas under

heavy shelling whilsGi bbens described him as a 0w
pokerfaced, unmoved by shot and shethe perfect middiaged butlei

Gibbens recalled Bull appearing to give him teasral i I'de,mad& you an

Omel et %, Sir. o

POWs from the*1Bucks Battalion being marched away from Hazebrouck
[BMMT]

347 patrick Hegarty (1940) in Hodson (ed[jgdes of WarBA, AR 105/2011 [BMMT 619],
also IWM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Elliott Viney Account, July 1940; AR 68/2021 [BMMT
745], Ingram Murray intervig with Viccars, 20 Jan. 2009; AR 56/2007 [BMMT558],
Memoir of Robert Matthews; GibberSaptivity, 2223; SOFO 353, Account of Bernard
Hardacre.

348 puthor interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980; Gibber@aptivity, 20.
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James Ritchie had told Sergeant Cox that he would attempt to escape but he was
never seen again, his death only confirmed in May 1941. Originally buried by

local Frenchcivilians with 14 others found in th@rphanage Ri t chi eds b
was moved witlihe others by the Germans to the town cemetery in 1D44.
Germangleclined to bury the British dead or to collect identity tags so the

French entered the building once the ruins had cooled down. The body of a

medical orderly was found with his arms outstnett over a patient trying to
protect the man from the coll apsing be
belongings were returned to his parents by the Frenchman who buried him when
they visited Hazebrouck in 1946. Ri tct
Septembbr 1940, three months aftieis death >*° Pallett meanwhile manged to

withdraw his partyf about 40 meto La Motte, where thejpined men from

the Royal West Kentanddrove off one German attack with bayonets, before
thenwithdrawing after dark on 28 Mandmanaging to reach Dunkirk®

Pallett won the MC and Lance Sergeant Cuthbert the MM.

A German adio broadcaston 30 Mdp40r ecor ded t hat the od
Hazebrouck not only delayed the advance but resisted in a manner truly worthy

of the highestraditionso f t h e B r ' Similarly, a Fettenwyritben by

Leutnant Werner Petri ¢fanzerPionier Bataillon 59f 8 PanzerDivision on

31 May described oO6tenaciousd6 defence
roadblocks withinib 'y 6 e | i. Ofehe@rphanagge vérote of bringing up

two assault guns and a heavy field howitzdiradirectly m the building?>?

349 NormanButler,James 21, 3435.

30 WM, Christie-Miller Mss, Doc. 4776 [80/32/2], Unsigned and undated account of
Pall ettds escape from Hazebrouck.

%1 Neville (ed.),War Chronicle I, 149; IWM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Somerset Mss, Extract
from German Broadcast, 3 June 1940.

%2BA, AR 68/2021 [BMMT 746], Letter of Leutnant Petri, 31 May 1940.
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The English clung to every tree, every room, every brick. The fighting
inside the great buildingt h e tCQGoplamags was the fercest | have
experienced so far. Fighting from room to room with grenades and bundled
charges. It finally ended when the great staircase and the whole floor of a
great hall in the lower storey caved in, burying a pathe garrison in the

c e | | lamillsend you an English cap of the Buckingham regiment. The

English soldiers fight like lions, theyaredum ughest f oeé

In the campaign as a whole, from 66,426 casualties suffered by the BEF, 41,567
were captured. The BEF was auinoeuvred and odlhought rather than out
fought by the Germans with surrender not a sign of poor mbualmvariably a

disciplined decision®™?

Lacking a coherent doctrine of warfare, and of what was expected of
officers and men, lacking the tools to compete effectivetianeffective
command, control, communications and intelligence capability, most units
of the BEF took a pragmatic approach to combat. They fought as effectively
as they could for as long as they could, but then acceptedtire bit

humiliation of surrende

For some time it was by no means clear how many casualties had been
sustained. On 14 June IP# was thought at least Ien had been killed, with
31 known to be wounded (of whom two were known to be POWSs), with 380

missing, of whom at least 180 wdaeown to be POWSs. Subsequently, a further

®3¥Mark Connelly and Walter Miller, 6The BEF
Front iWarinlHs®r91a (2004), 4241, at 441.
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four men were listed as dead and two escape®n that day, 1bfficers and
251 men had so far rejoined the battalion. It finally transpired thatl, i54
members of the®1Bucks Battalion were killed in the course of the fighting in
May 1940- 37 of themon 27 and 28 Maywith a further 11 dying in captivity.
Around 200250 were captured®’ Five officers had been kille¢Heyworth,
Ritchie, Prestorand Rowewere killed atHazebrouckCaptain E. A. W. B.
ORoger &6 Di xi e, awhydronhthedatthliengothe prigadé amtil
tank company and thaitachedo the 4 OBLI, was killedat CasselTen
officers were capturedBy July about 350 men had been reunited with t
battalion.>*® A total of 21 men from the Bucks are buried at Hazebrouck
including Heyworth, Ritchigand Prestojwith four more in cemeteries close

by: a furtherl4 are commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial to the Missing.

Of the other defenders, $8eld Regiment, ZLHAA, and 226 Field Company
all withdrew on 27 May but the men thfe Bucksplatoon from145 Brigade
Anti-Tank Companp were all killed or captured®” One group headed to the
south west, one of theon the run for three monthsfoee finally being

o

capture Private Perkins managesdentuallyto escape through Spasmd

Gibraltarreaching England in June 1947’

$4BA, T/A 6/15, Casualty Return, 14 June 1940

*Brian Bond, 6The British Fid4D6é, Fonc®auh RAde
and Angus Calder (eds),i me t o Kil Il : The Sol di er 6-45 Exper.i
(London: Pimlico, 1997), 4@9, at 44.

$6BA, D/FR 161/2/26/1, Sale to Coslee, 22 July 1940.

%7BA, AR 105/2011 [BMMT 619], also IWM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1], Viney Account, July

1940 with added note, 11 Nov. 1941. In captivity, Somerset had collected reports from other
captured officers from 145 Brigade.

%8 peter Constable (1940) Hodson (ed.)Tides ofwar.

%9 Heyworth,Hazebrouck175.
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LieutenantCliveL e Nev e Fost erasdiditorédBoated@b mp any
Shrewsbury School who had joined the battaliond&8 wentinto action

directly returning from leave and was still wearing his golfing shoes when
evacuated from Dunkitkelliott Viney had characterised him agvary silent

wr ai t h i n, who had blwalyshappeaseg @t training nights seemingly
driving a different car’®® Fostethad not managed to-jein the battalion until

23 May being appointed second i n co0mme
Kayeas Viney had moved up to second in commanidéyworth At alout

2000 hours on 27 May Heelped bring an antank gun back across the railway

line only to find the company had withdrawith three other menone of

whom was subsequently fatally wounddte remained behind the railway
embankmenutintil dark. They then joined songeinners with whom he got away

to be attached with other stragglers fronf L8vision to the 2 Royal Sussex
Regiment. Fostamet up with Hugh Saunders at Dunkidohn Brown, a

builder from Aylesbuy, also got away witBomegunnersSecond Lieutenant

William Marshall slipped away with eight men from the station hotel, where he
had managed to scrub his teeth in the
Larkin also managed to get away, being told to head north and that the
password was 0B 6&eorge Buriodt, WBdkhiad been eaurdded

in head, arm and leg at Hazebrouelas jut on a lorry that managed to reach

Dunkirk but the first aid post was then overrun by the Germans and he was

d.362

capture Peter Constable emged with three others but two soon got

separated and, having mingled with refugees, he and his companion wandered

30BA AR23/2019 [BMMT 732/1], Viney Notebook.

361 e Neve Foster29-40; Peter Constable (1940), in Hodson (€Eides of WarBA, AR
13/2016 [BMMT 670/2], Second World War Experience Centre Sintedview with John
Brown, 29 Dec.2010; CollieGands of Dunkirk73.

%2 George Burfoot (1940) in Hodson (edjdes of War
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aimlessly before being apprehend®dSecond Lieutenants John Viccars and
Sandy Powell both managed to evade capture for about twelve dayes be

being captured®

The remainder of 145 Brigade at Cassel was also overrun, ordeitedoaw

not getting through due to the breakdown of communications and the inability

of liaison officers to reach the town either on foot or by statfSianilarly,

orders to the Bucks Battalion to withdraw never reached tfféivhilst a

POW, Brigadier Fitzroy Somerset unbur c
Joe Soaps of Dunkirk, that we were being sacrificed so that as many British and

French as possie could get away and getallthedko s . | f ef% very

One of those taken with the entire brigade staff neas€l was Sergeant

George Soanef Princes Risboroughvho worked in the Mycology Sectiori o

the Forest Products Researdabbratory ad who had been seconded from the

battalion tobrigadeheadquarters as chief clerk. Like many of the battalion he

was sent to a POW camp at Thorn in PoJandstly being used asfarm

labouer. **” CQSM Wilfred Headdon, a former regular who had been the
battalionds PSI at High Wycombe in the
for the Bucks CTA, reenlisted in 1939. He was also sent initially to Thorn, one

of 21 men from the battah kept in a cattle truck witB3 men fom other units

363 peter Constable (1940), in Hodson (e@lijles of War.

%4 Murland, Cassel and Hazebrouck06.

5% Smalley,British ExpeditionaryForce, 126; IWM, 6806, Sound Interview with Elliott

Viney, 13 May 1983.

366 1WM, Doc. 2302 [86/19/1].

357 WM, 4896, Sound Interview with George Soane, 9 June 1981; Doc. 11402 [P435], Soane

Diary of POW experiences.

106



for 44 hours. Heddonworked on farmsind, later, in a nicotine factor}f®

Others were initially held at a prison in Doullens, Robert Matthews getting

separated there from others from the battalion and ending up at Stalag VIIIB at
Lamsdorf in PolandOn being taken, Matthes r emar ked, o6 We wer
we didnét care if theyod mowed s dowr
Others to arrive at Lamsdorf were Patrick Hegarty &edgeant Leslie Phipps

of 6C6 Comp an inthe Forest Products Resaanchyladmma

(Chemical Sectionwho lived at Princes Risborough. Phippas trapped in the
upper room of vdath Rupea Barnaandesght sriscaokhéfters

breaking out®”°

News of who had been killed been captured came in only slowly over the

following months®**Ten of the battalionés POWs r
repatriation deal in October 19432 Non-combatant troops, members of the

medical corps or chaplains, together with seriously sick and wounded

combatants, were all eligible for exchange and repatriatidRhotographs of

graffiti found on brickwork at a former POW camp at KandCiosel in Polad

38BA, T/A 6/85, Headdon Mss.

39BA, AR 56/200 [BMMT558], Memoir of Robert Matthews.

S0BA, AR 65/2014 [BMMT 651/1], Memoir of Leslie Phipps, 15.

371 Bucks Advertiser21 and 28 June, 5, 12, 19 and 26 July, 2, 9 AND 23 Aug., and 20 Dec.

1940 ; BA, AR 110/2007 (BMMT 579), Sale to wife, 7 June, 26 JilyAdg., 8 Sept., 12

Oct., 9 Nov.1940; 25 Jan., 1 Feb. 1941; 14 Mar. 1942; BA, T/A 6/17, Orders, 20 Oct. 1941;

D/FR 161/2/26/1, Sale to Cottesloe, 22 July 1940.

372BA, AR 110/2007 (BMMT 579), Sale to wife BA, AR 110/2007 [BMMT 579], Sale to

wife, 1 Oct. 1943

3%%Edgar Jones and Si mo n-ofWarsFsom Rasiience®r i t i sh Pr i
Psychol ogical Vul ner abwehteth GenturyRBeitesH Histol or Per c
(2010), 16383.
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in 2011 included some by Private Eric Turner from Wexham near Sidtigh.

Mostof the Bucks Battalion POWdeed, ended at camps in Poland such as

Private Harryd S p Dutléy from WhitchurchDurley escaped when his group

of POWSs was marched westwardsescape the Russian advance in early 1945.

He and another POW were hidden by a Czech civilian for over two months until

they were able to emerge when the area was occupied by Russian®forces.
Rupert Barry ended up 1 n Cod dhhatwet whi | e
escaped from Thorand made it t&cotland visSweden with the help of the

Polish resistancm 21 days David Stebbinggsscapedrom his prison camput

was recapturedimilarly, Gibbens escaped from Egendorf in October 1942 but

was also recdpred.
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German POW Card for Harry Durley of th& Bucks Battalion [TNA]

374 1WM, Doc. DC 690.
SSTNA, WO 416/106/134Bucks Advertiser28 Dec1951.
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Elliott Viney was held successively @flag VIIC in Bavaria,Oflag VIB in

Westphalia and, finallyOflag VIIB at Eichstatt in Franconia. Haanaged to

send a number of letters back to Hazells during the course of his imprisonment.
One printed inNith the Coloursn April 1941 indicated that his camp housed

some 1,200 captive officers. Rations comprised a mug of coffee at 0730 hours, a
bowl of soup and four boiled potatoes at 1100, and the same at 1600. A brown
loaf was issued every five days, a tablespoon of jam and a small cheese on
Sundays, and an ounce of margarine or dripping twice a week. The camp had an
orchestra and Viney acted as caiypdrian with another officer. He reported

the outstanding perfor mancesfwhichhet wo of
had knowledgéut did not know what had happened to othdns vemained
missing.>"® A year later, not much had ahged. Lunch was a bowf soup;

there was a fifth of a loaf every five days, and a daily issue of margarine, treacle
or wurst Roll call was at 0930 and Vineypent an hour in the library each

morning. Lunch was eaten in relays between 1100 and 1400 and hevhad

formed a priting groupto produce a camp newslett&Y

More privileges were enjoyed by the officers after a year but these were
curtailed after EDay, with work parties only allowed out of camp to cut wood,
tend an outside vegetable garden, and produce the moethbjetterThey had
formed, however, an Antiquarian Society, to which Viney had lectured on

6 Wi | kes aH®aA natebobokekept by ¥iney has extensive notes and
commentary on his wide range of reading whilst a P&W.ike most of the

other Bucks POWhe was marched westwards in 1945 ahead of the advancing

Russians, the column unfortunatstyafedoy Americanai r cr aft . Vi ney

37 Hazell (ed.)With the ColoursApl. 1941, 4, 20.
37 1bid, Apl. 1942, 3; July 1942, 17.

378 |bid, Oct. 1944, 4; July 1945, 1112,

39BA, AR 68/2021 [BMMT 752].
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met American troops on 29 April 1946n 8 May he found himself at 84erloo
where the battalion had been five years pesiy.**° On the release of the
Hazebrouck POWm 1945, a DSO, MC, DCM, four MMs, and 11 mengam
despatches were awarded for its defeffc¢dronically, some of those who were
imprisoned found themselves flown back in 1945 to airfields at Oakley and
Wing.

The Bucks POWSs were luck@ver 90 men from the"2Royal Warwicks, the
regular battalion serving with 144 Brigaie48" Division, werethose
massacred by the Waffe85 at Worrhout on 28 May 1940.

Just as in the Great War, CTAs were left Wiite function beyond welfare

once the 1939 legislation forged a single national affAtdeyworth recorded

6t he most tfeaamffdrct s nd |iuntheBBucksinr ge b o x
March 1940 includingnittens, scarves and woollen helmétin fact Bucks

was one of the few counties to establish a troop welfare committee at an early

stage Guy Crouch calling for one in November 1939 drmatd Cottesoe asking

Lady Chesham to organisditn May 1940. |l nitially des
Free Wool and @mfort Fund, it was then renamed the Bucks Welfare Fund for

Troops.*** Reflective of those taken captive from the Bucks Battalion and the

380 Elliott Viney, The Last 35 DayéPrivately printed, n. d. [2001]). Copies are to be found in
BA, AR 8/2001 [BMMT 482/3] and AR 4/2013 [BMMT639/3].

$1BA, T/A 1/2, CTA Mins., 1 Nov. 1945,

$2BA, T/A 1/7, CTA Duties, 7 Sept. 1939.

383 Heyworth,Hazebrouck57.

34BA, D/FR 161/2/15/1, Crouch focal press editors, 13 Nov. 1939; University of Reading
Library, Astor Mss, 1066/1/655. Lady Chesham to Astor, 28 May 1940; BA, T/A 1/10,
Report of Social Welfare Committee, 19 Sept. 1940; T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General
Purposes, 9 Nov. 1939.
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99" Field Brigade as well as other Biscknen captured in 1940 and
subsequentlythere were 660 POWSs on the book®actember 1941. In the six
months to November 1941 serving Bucks men had also received 17 wireless
sets, 156 indoor games, 76 dart boards, 204 football outfits, two medicine balls,
and 1,913 knitted garment&> Over 100,000 garments had been distributed by
194344 with a wartime total of over 125,008°

The T'Bucks was also the beneficiary of the proceeds of the Aylesbury and
District contribution to Salute the Soldier Week in 19%4This was one of a
series ohational war savings campaigns, namelyrW&eapons Week in May
1941, Warship Week in March 1942, Wings for Victory Week in May 1943,
and Salute the Soldier Week in May 1944. The intention was to set targets for
investments in National Defence Securities, National Savings certificates, War
Bonds ad gifts. Usually, districts and communities received commemorative
plaques for their efforfalthough it does not appear that many survive in the
county. The Amersham and District plaque for Warship Week is in Amersham

Museumand another in Beaconsfielawn Hall

A similar fund raising effortvas made with respect to the band instruments
buried by the $Bucks Battalion during the retreat to Dunkitkhen the
battalion left Wahagnies on 14 May, 13 of the instruments were hibddre
elderly French ladlady of Corporabtan Fowlefrom Waddesdoywho played
the cornetTheremainder were in a brigade dump destroyed bysienans,

who executed 17 civilians when they entered Wahagnies on 28 May 1940.

35BA, T/A 1/10, Report, 30 Nov. 1941; Mins., Troop Welfare Committee, 4 Dec. 1941.
386BA, T/A 1/24, CTA Annual reports.
37 RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/22, Lowther to Mrs Patterson, 11 Mar. 1944.
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Initially, the band was reformed with some otdtruments that were so patched

up that they were known as®the 6Bucks

Cottesloe announced an appeal for £350 to purchase new instruments in
October 1941the possibility of finding instruments for thé'2Bucks Battalion
thenbeing added. Administered by Guy Crouch November a total of
£104.1s.10 had been raised when £450 was needed for the two bands. The
directors of Haze#l had subscribed £13.3s.6d whilgtist drives in the Victoria

Club 1 n Ayl esbur ydraiseKss5.h2g.6dbTihhaereywasSagdaneer e

at the Bull 6s Head on 17 December wh i

f
I

a dance i n which funds were al so rai se

and Orphans Fund. Another dance was held at Swanbourne on 12 Becemb
1941 and a concert at Hazells Club on 4 January ®d4@sbury Property
Protection Association contributed and there were collections in the Linslade
and Marlow UDC areas and the Wycombe RDC and UDC aBgathe end of

the month enough had been fodndthe £' Battalion to receivé€301.7s.6d

plus £30 for silver plating the new bugles, with the remaining £9.8s.0d reserved
for the 29 Bucks Battalion should it decide to raise a band although this now

seemed unlikely®®

The nowSergeant Fowler returnéd Wahagnies on 3 October 1944 and
collected tle 13 band instrumentstill in their original caseffom his former
landlady Shehad kept them hiddemnder the cellar floorboardsom the

Germanswho had searched her house for weapons. Agteuments we

38 Hazell (ed.)With the ColoursFeb. 1943, 4; BMMT 778, CarrWartime Menories 58
60.

%39 Bucks Heralg24 Oct., 21 Nov., 12 and 19 Dec. 1941; 9 and 23 Jan. Be#Rs
Advertiser 17 Oct. 1941; author interview with Reg Francis, 12 Aug. 1980; BA, T/A 1/10,
Mins. Troops Welfare Committee, 2 Oct. 1941.
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returned toAylesbury Dril Hall and were played by the 4BAA Band when

the Buckinghamshire Battalian Blonorary ColonelH.R.H. Princess Matrina,
Duchess of Kent, visited tHgucks Battalion @A in 1956 with four of the

1940 Bucks Battalion Wahagnies bandsmen still on parade with the Bafid. A 1
Bucks Battalion trombme from Wahagnies is the BMMT collectionhaving

been found in usky the British Legion Band in Oxford in 200°7°

Princess Manahad beemnexpectedly appointed Honorary Colonellod t

Bucks Battalion by the Kingroll May 1938 when Lord Cottesloe already held
the appointmenMarina had married Prince George, Duke of Kent in 1934, the
couple moving to Coppins, the former hooféPrincess Victoria, at Iver in
1935.*** The King had agreed to the appointment in March 1937. In terms of
the usual procedure, the request showldnallyhave come initially from the
battalion through Cottesloe. It may well be the case, however, that the initiative
was that of the Lord Lieutenarit? The Princess inspected th&HRucks at

Newbury on 29 September 1939, the RSM running along behind the ranks
6directing the s prhetPancessohadssat omatpdritaisdf a s m
her as Honorary Colonel by the society artist, William Hamilton Mitchell

Acton, the younger brother of Harold Actdhwascommissioned by Major R.

0. Spence of the™Battdion, OBLI, who had earlier commissioned a portrait

of his grandfather, Lord North, as Honorary Colonel of that battalion and now

30 TNA, WO 171/1269, War Dairy, 3 Oct. 1944; TNA, WO 171/1269, War Dairy, 3 Oct.
1944;BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 576/4], Unknown writer to Lloyd, 23 Nov. 1966; BMMT
672.

391 Author interview with Elliott Viney, 24 July 1980.

$92RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/2, Wigram to Dukef Kent, 12 Mar. 1937.

393BA, AR 4/2013 [BMMT 618], Elliott Viney to parents, 1 Oct. 1939; John Horwood
(1939) in Hodson (ed.Yides of WarRA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/4, Burnett Brown to Lady
Brecknock, 17 Sept. 1939; 11/5, Cottesloe to Lady Herbert, 30 No9. 193
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wished to present one of the Princess to the Bucks Battalion. It was completed

in June 1939 and Spence hoped it could be pteddo the battalion for
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1* Bucks Battalion passing in review before Princess Marina at Newbury, 29
September 1939 [BMMT]

hanging in the Drill Hall in Aylesbury in November 1939. This did not happen,
however, and Acton died on active service in8.3is parents then presented

the portrait, which seems to have remained in his studio throughout the war, to
the Bucks Battalion in his memory in I
future washenuncertain

The expulsion of the BEFdm the continenand the defeat of France raised the
old threat of invasion and administration of the new Local Defence Volunteers
(LDV) were vested in the CTAs on 30 June 1940 when many secretaries had
been called back to other duties. Eleven were alidettirn but,

characteristically, the Treasury declined to offer financial assistance on the
grounds they had done so voluntarily. It was suggested in 1941 that hard

pressed CTA staffs be given civil OBEs but this was rejected on the grounds

394RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/6, Spence to Lady in Waiting, 17 Nov. 1939; 11/60,
Cottesloe to Herbert, 5 Dec. 1946; 11/ 61, Herbert to Cottesloe, 10 Dec. 1946. The portrait is
in the BMMT collection as BMMT 718.

114



that those wadding for defence departments were not entitled to civil

decorations.

Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent, Honorary Colonel of the Bucks Battalion by
William Hamilton Mitchell Acton, 1939 [BMMT]

CTAs also remainedominally responsible for cadeiBherewere eight school

cadet corps in the county in 1918. The Aylesbury Gran8ohool Cadet Corps

had 12 members in the 60l d Boysd Secti
year. Meeting after school on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and again in
Saturday, drill and musketry was interspersed with farm work. Following the
excitement of Armistice Day, the pattern of drill was resumei®19 with the

added roleif parents agreefboysd oi ng f our hoursoé duty
during the rail strike. Geordeaton duly volunteered and was told to wait for
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orders oO6but nobody c & compswas offcialn i n g
attached to the*1Cadet Battalion, OBLI on 7 February 1920 but it made little
difference to the usual round of drill, rifle practice and flag waving. In terms of
the latter the corps was on duty halgiback crowdsn Kingsbury Squargrhen
Aylesbury received its presentati tank or24 March 1920 as a mark of its
contribution to the waeffort in selling war bonds anglar savings certificates.
There was a field day involving a practise attack after a march to Princes
Risborough in April 1920. The school had a rifle range @il was undertaken

on the school field*° It is suggested that the AGS cadet corps was disbanded

the same year but it appears to have survived into the 1820s.

The Aylesbury tank blew up when being dismanttedune 1929 to make way

for anew bus &tion. It had been forgotten that it still had fuel on board and the
two men cutting it up with acetylene torches were both badly injured. Another
tank presented tdigh Wycombe was positioned outside the Royal Grammar
School but cut up for scrap in Novear 1930, the proceeds being used to

create a scholarship in memory of Second Lieutenant Frederick Youens, an ex
pupil who had won the VC posthumously serving with th® Battalion, The
Durham Light Infantry in July 1917. Interestingly, there was sonséstance

within the county to the appeal for funds as Youens had not served in a Bucks
unit andwasnot welkknown. It was sggested that the school would loetter

to rely on his relatives, school fellows, and friends than on any county initiative.
398

39°BA, AR 87/2004 (BMMT 516), Eaton Cadet CorpsaBj, 4 Oct. 1919.

39 1bid, 29 Apl. 1920.

397 Mead,Aylesbury Grammar Schqd@8.

3% BA, D/FR 159/2/22/1, Redhead to Cottesloe, 26 Sept. 1930; 159/2/22/1, RGS Youens
Appeal, 12 Sept. 1930.
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The War Officehanded administration of cadets to the CTA%$983 at which

point 31 CTAsresolved not to continue army cadet units. The War Office
resumed administrative responsibility in April 1942 but with what was now
named the Army Cadet Force (AQB8ing affiliated to the TA**° Those units
formed since 1939 such as that at Slough Grammar School became part of the
1°' Cadet Battalion, OBLbn 15 January 194Rline cadet units had been

formed in Bucks by June 1942 based at Aylesbury, Bletchley, Chestdhm
Amersham, High Wycombe, Slough Grammar School, Slough Youth Centre,
Manor Park in Slough, Stony Stratford, and TaplbwSlough alone there were
around 500 cadets by February 1943, a special matinee to raise funds being held
at the Adelphi Cinema whitthe artistes expected appeaincluding George
Formby, Hermione Gingold, Patricia Burke, Heddle Nash, [Edward] Stanelli,
and the Band of the Life Guard$® By 1943 there were some 220,000 boys

servingnationwidein either the ACF or the Junior Traini@prps.***

In 1937 it had been assumed that omlyeaemyraid on Britainwas a

possibility and, for all that the Chamberlain government had focused on home
defence in terms of the aerial thrght assessment had not changed. A former
DGTF, General Siwalter Kirke, was appointed CinC, Home Forces on 3
September 1939 but his task was to dispatch new troops as they were trained to
reinforce the BEF. Recalled to government as First Lord of the Admiralty,

Churchill voiced some fears.ofhewhat reluctantlyKirke preparedthé J ul i us
Caesar 6 plan i n Nov e nnvasionthde& f8oth 193,000 me e t
German parachute and glider or transjbantne troops in support of an

amphibious landing of up to 30,000 men around Harwich or the Humber.

399 Beckett, Territorials, 130.

10BA, T/A 8/13/5.

01 Collins, Cadets 49, &-86; John Sainsburje r t f or ds hi r @\Velwyn:Adarmy Cad e
Books, 2010), 126, 11740.
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Despite fev trained troops being available with some flise TA divisions

already earmarked for France, it was assumed only seven divisions would be
required to expel the invaders and there were currently 14 divisions in some

form of readiness. As it happenedg tBerman Navy undertook some planning

in Novemberl939but the studies were shelved in January 1940. The possibility

of attempting an invasion was only revivadBerlinon 21 May 1940 and it was

only on 16 July that Hi thdpeecoaditiondi r ect i \
required, i ncluding elimination of t he
were never met and an initial decision to attempt a landing on 15 September

1940 was first postponed to 21 September, tah on 12 Octobeuntil 1941.
SomeGermanplanning resumed in the spring of 1941 and there is some

evidence that a second operation was contemplated in July 1941 but the notice
required was set at eight months in September 1941, and then at 12 months in
March 19427

Whatever the disagreeents within the German armed forces, there was a

capability oflaunching an invasion attemptontdnay s 6 noti ce i n |
September 194@lbeit at great hazard. British military planners were slow to
understand the threat, still considering only raidsssibdity as late as 10 May

1940.%°* That same day, the German offensive opened in the West with the

402 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 265; John Gooci;he Prospect of War: Studies in

British Defence Policy, 1847942(London: Frank Cass, 3B1. For wider disussion of

German invasion plans in 1940, see from a large literature, Ronald Whegitration Sea

Lion (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1958); Walter Ansétler Confronts EnglandDurham,

NC: Duke University Press, 1960); and Peter Schiemiasion of Engind 1940: The

Planning of Operation SealidiConway Maritime, Press 1990).

““p., J. Newbold, 6British Planning and Prepar
1939 to September 19406, Unpub. PhD, London,
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effective use of airborne forceshich hadbeenalready utilised in the earlier

invasion of Norway in April 1940.

Various proposals haglirfaced to revivauxiliary forces for home defce in

addition to the TA. On &ctober 1939 Churchiduggested a 500,000 strong

0 home g ua galoverald. @ma @lannirsg had also taken place in the

War Office in November 1939 following an approach from Esiexpans

based on the model of the VT¥* One quasmilitary group-t he 6 Mu ¢ h

Mar cl|l e Waad alsb lmeensadmed by Lady Helena Gleichen near Ross

on Wye in MarchL940. New impetus, however, carftom the evidence of

German airborne operations in Norwaye Air Ministry already voicing
concernon10Mayl he t hreat from OFi fightedi@ol umn |
the press, whichalled for some form of local force§he British Legion annual
conference likewise suggested such forces and a number @frgpmaposals

emanated from several counti&S.Fearing urcoordinated private initiatives
andciviianst aki ng matters into their own ha
even parachutists with shotguns and goodness knows whatwaséhe next

three daysagreement was reachiedthe War Officeon a new static guard

force It was doneso hastily that much was to be improvis&d

Kirke intended to broadcast an aabon 13 od4 May but, in the event, it was

the new Secretary of StateforWaiGrhur chi | | 6s coal i tion
Anthony Eden, who went on the air immediately after the BBC 9 p.m. oews

14 May194Q Any man aged between 17 and 65 with a knowledge of firearms

and 6capabl e of f r ee htmopolieencejointthiocal o ul d

404 TNA, CAB 106/118, Memo by Lord Clixam, 9 Mar. 1945.
405 Mackenzie Home Guard25-27
4%g  paul Mackenzie, O6Citizens in Arms: The

United Kingdom, 1944 1 latelligence and National Securi6y(1991), 54872.
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Defence Volunteers (LDV). The very name of the LDV, said Edeth,e s cr i bes

its duties “%n three wordso.

Men were registering almost as soorkEden had finished speakinit
Haddenham]58 men registedin the first 24 houror what would become

D (Wendover) Copany, £ Battalion, Bucks Home Guarfi9400f whom only
the front rank appear to have rifles [BMMT]

6 A@ompany of the @BucksHG Battalion the totalwas 360 by midluly. At
Marlow a queue had formed within two hours of the broadéasEton College
Anti-Parachutist Observer Corps seems to have formed on 15¥1aytotal of
31 men had enlisted in Wolverton by 25 Jdf§y There weret,076 men

“YEor the full text of E dleHistoryofthe %Bidtford)st , see
Battalion, Devon Home Guai@ristol: Burleigh Press, 1946);10.

“WEour Chevrons: The "Buks BapalianHome GdardQ84p any . 4
(Princes Risborough: privately printed, n. d. [1945]), 2; L. W. KenBsix, 4:Records and
Reminiscences of th& Buckinghamshire Battalion Home Guglicbndon: Privately gnted,

n. d. [1946]), 6657, 81; MakenzieHome Guard 34.

“CWBA, DC 12n/d2i7n/gl ,of6lEanemy Aircraft Volunteers
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registered in Bucks by IMay, 5,560 by 24 Mayand18,665 by August 1940.

410

Interestingly, there were a few areas where it wggasted response had been
poor.BrigadierGe n e r a | B. K. \Wiedtingtdnfrom what would becomée
3" Battalionclaimedsome villagesverehangingback in a letteto the press in
early June witlonly four men coming forward at Preston Bissett although 12
had been at an initial meeting. On the other hand, the response from the
Claydons and Calvert was very good. There was a gopdnss at Winslow

and 20 men aame forward at Swanbourne after a meeting on 23 Kay.

Possibly 400,000nenasawholeregistered in Britaiby the end of May 1940
Kirkebs successor, Gagavea figare of &/il,000 édonu n d
June 1940The War Office hadnticipated about 150,000 men might come

forward- 500,000 at most thougthe Under Secretary of State for War, Lord

Croft - but it is generalf accepted that the Home Guaedched abouit.4

million by the end of June 1940 afd? million by March 1941°*2 The new

title was imposed by Churchill on 23 |
opposing it not least becauaenillion LDV arm bands had been issued from 22

May 1940 *** Undoubtedly Churchill saw the rhetorical and cultural

significanceandther esonance of O6honf¥d in nati on

“19Bycks Herald17 May 1940Bucks Advertiser24 May 1940Bucks Examiner24 May

1940; BA, T/A 1/7, Mins., Finance and General Purposes, 8 Aug. 1940.

“1Buckingham AdvertiseB and 22 June 194Bucks Herald 24 May D40.

M2 Paul Mackenzie, 6THdoO6Brini AddHsme Gunar C;
Time to Kill 5059, at 53.

“BNorman LongmatesT he Re al @andod: Arrow,r18rg), 25.
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Much misconception surrounded the LDV and Home Guard even in 1940 with
confused and invariably inappropriate historicallagi@s bandied about freely.
TheUnder Secretary dbtate for War, Sir Edward Grigghe held the post

jointly with Croft - likened the Home Guards to the yeomanry of the

Napol eoni ¢ er a ws$emtficial@ibtayplublisked @ 1943/ e s 0
referred to the o0l evee en massed of 1¢
1545, 1588, 642, 1667, 1719, 1759, 1794, 1803, 1859 and 1@i4east a few

of which had some relevance. A Ministry of Information pamphlet in the same
year evoked the example of a mysteri ol
threatened i nvas ieoohtlle milita ana jpqalanilitant 1 gnor
ballots.Later historians betrayed similar unfamiliarity, the official historian of

civil defence citing the doubtful analogy of the abortive Shelburne circular of

1782 as a precedent for the ARP and one social histi@ying to the militia

musters of 1545, which had no significance for the overall development of the
auxiliary forces***Much has been made, too, of the uniqueness of toalkl
Ohous@emal dused6 enabling a Home Guard t
between August 1940 and February 184dut, of course, that dated frotmet

1804 volunteer legislatiolsome contemporary wartime popuparblicationsat

| east, not abllA)HappnedhBef&gublisteed i6 E94did

“14 penny Summerfield and Corinna PenisRird, Contesting Home Defenckten, Woman
and the Home Guard in the Second World \(#éanchester: Manchester University Press,
2007), 1611.

415 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 4-5; Charles Grave§he Home Guard of Britain
(London: Hutchinson, 1943), 19, 1-P0; Ministry of Informaion, The Home Guard of
Britain (London: HMSO, 1943), 7.

Y8 ongmateR e a | Amyd28.s
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trace the continuity of the amateur military tradition although even he did not

mention the most relevant parallel of all, namely the VTC of the Great®War.

The call up of younger men to the army reduklethe Guardtrergth to

around 1.3 million by February 194ft the intoduction of conscription
established a ceiling of 1.8 million in June 1942. Peak strength in March 1943
was about 1.7 million, a number still maintained as late as Septembef*$944.
In Bucks, the peakumber was 19,816 men in May 194%.

War Office administration was slow to catch up with the mushrooming of the
LDV and, in addition to the many retired officers serving in umitseast 95

MPs and 17 peers also registered, creating a lobby certaipbnasful aghat

posed by the parliamentary representatives of the auxiliaries in thépast.

Amersham Home Guasds" Battalion Bucks Home Guard, 1943 [IWM]

17 Jack WernerWe Laughed at Bondizondon; W. H. Allen & Co., n. d. [1943]); John
Radnor |t All Happened Before: The Home Guard through the Agesdon: George Haap
& Co., 1945).

18 Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition 26667.

“9BA, T/A 1/24, CTA Annual Report, 195851.

20 Mackenzie Home Guarg38-39.
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An organising meeting was held in Aylesbury on 19 May 1940 ammdf

county titles weraccorded to the new formations on 3 August 1940 with Bucks
eventually producing 13 battalions. The first seven battalions coinciding with
county police divisions were thé' {Aylesbury), 2° (Bletchley), &'

(Buckingham), & (Marlow), 5" (Beaconsfield)6™ (Taplow), and 7 (High
Wycombe) Battalions. Three more were created from within ‘tH@aftalion in
November 1940: the"8(Slough Trading Estate)™"gSlough Borough) and 10
(Langley) Battalions. The "i(Amersham) Battalion was formed from tH& 5
Battalion in 1942; the 2(Winslow) Battalion in October 1942; and™.3

(Hawker Aircraft Factory) Battalion from the 1h 1943.From time to time
company boundaries were also changed as in the caselsf #itand4™
Battaliorsin 1942.In the case of the latter, however, it was claimed that the
men of O06AO6 (Hughenden) Pl atoon had no
battalion until May 1942*** Whitchurch, for example, was initially in thé' 1
Battalion but then moved to thé“Battalion inmid-1942, and from there to the
12" Battalionin October 1942

The 6" Battalionwas disbanded in 1942 since most of its remaining men, as

well as some from th@", 9" and 18" Battalions weréransferred to th&01™

(Bucks Home Guard) Rocket AA (aod 0Z0)
the 7£' (Bucks and Berks) MA Batterywi t h 3, alBdat Sjoughm20

November 1942At Far nham Roy &l ,Coxfp am&n offr drh e¢
Battalion transferred to the 1®Battery on the Wexham Roadhich was

commanded by Major G. S. Deakii’Z bat t errockets( € aclk d684d0
long) from single and then twibarrelled projectors and, from 1941, from nine

421 Kentish,Bux 4 59.

422D 113/77, Eric Basden memoir.
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barrelled projectors. They were able to reach a height 5f@8) 6 at 1, 500 ¢
second and carried a 4.25 |b. warhead detonated by air pressure and then

proximity fuses?®

Slough was also the location of 28 heavy-aintraft guns deployed by BA

Division for the defence of Londoff* There was also a LAA Trodp the 13’
Battalion.Training for the 71 HAA Battery took place at Datchet and Uxbridge

on Sundays and in the week at St Geor ¢
Slough. Some additional firing courses were held in 1943 at Hayling Island and
Shorelam.*?® Slough had been of concern due to the restrictions placed by the
nature of mends employment at the Tr ac

348 men at one point in June 19#3wvas still short of 308 men in November.
426

Overall command of the Blks Home Guard was vested in Colonelipiall.
Hall commanded the Bucks Zone (later the BuskbArea and Bucks Sub
District) until February 1942He wes finding Home Guarduties in additiorio
his CTA responsibilitiesoo onerous andanded ovethe Home Guardo
Colonel Georgé.edinghamthe former commander of 8&ield Regiment at
Hazebrouckwhose headquarters was established in Walton House in

Aylesbury, **’

“22Brian OsborneThe Peopl eds Ar my: 1940dEdBhugh:d i n Sco
Birlinn, 2009), 171.

424 Basil Collier, The Defence of the United Kingdg¢hondon: HMSO, 1957), 448, 479.

2% WM, K14256, Account of 71 HAA Battery by Major J. B. S. Bourne May, 29 Nov.

1944,

426 TNA, WO 199/355, DGHG to GHQ, Home Forc@sjune 1943.

“2TBA, D/FR 161/2/43/1, Watson to Cottesloe, 9 Nov. 1®i&kingham Advertise25 May

1940.
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Initially, the War Office envisaged a purely limited and static role with an

emphasis upon observation of potential landings, hence the early epithet of
O0Look, Duck and Vanishé, manning road
points.It was not a role that aorded with the sentiments of the LDV or its

more vociferous representativé&srke always assumed that regulars would

operate in a mobile role but Ironside abandoned this on 25 June 1940 in favour

of maintaining a -lneTRAdormamtions backedibythed of s ¢
OGHQ Lined6 of 2,500 pillboxes. Many of
whom Ironside thought could offer a more active role by denying the invader
mobility. Retaining mobile reserves well behind the GHQ Line did not inspire
confidenceand, in turn, lIronside was replaced by General Sir Alan Brooke on

20 July 1940. Brooke put the emphasis on holding the coast in greater strength

with mobile reserves much closer to the beaches. It was assumed the Germans
might employ up to 200,@men inany invasion attempt. The return of the

BEF from all parts of France by 22 Jyradbeit desperately shaot the

equipment lost in the campaigmproved the manpower problem but it still
necessitated breaking up several TA and other divssin June anduly 1940.

Whilst Brooke agreed with Ironside that the Home Guard could play a more

active role, the regulars had priority in termseqgtiipment

Not unexpectedly, weapons were in particularly short supply. Only 94,000 rifles
could be made available to thwme Guard by 1 Jur940and units were left

to their own devicesBy July there were still only 495,000 .303 rifles for 1.4

million men in the Home Guartf®0On 28 May 1940 what was
Company of the *1 Battalion, Bucks Home Guard possessed 27 (3@3,

seven 2 am 60 shotgling f@&6 mersplit between Ellesborough,

428Clarke Br i t ai n6s ,F4d. nal Defence
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Prestwood, The Lee, Stoke Mandeville, Great Misserafah Aston Clinton**

The same battal i agedtegeMdeBstsHdand& any man
Hollandd s | ast 2 3a5@0horetelephahtgyandad Baguired*° On

20 Maythe T'Battalion as a whole received just 75 rifles, of which 30 were
allocated to the defence of Aylesbuand three to each of 15 villagé$. One
earlyBucksL DV had-spea@abdédaovwith which he was

the bramble patches and potentiallycama |l i ng uf®der gr owt ho.

At Farnham Royal, what wa¥Battationhaedc o me ¢
just eight rifles and three shot guns on 28 May but, by 29 bhadeccumulated

100 rounds of .22 small bore ammunition from the Slough miniature rifle range,

145 rounds of .303 ammunition, and 36dde shotgun cartridgeA.total of

20 Ross rifles wereeceived on 28 Julyor patrol on 14 July one section of 11

men were given just 10 rounds each to be returned and recorded at N® end.
grenades were issued until January 19%Mhitchurch received two 1Bore

shot guns O6énot ssui toanb 1260 fJaurn el ettohgaelt hbeurl
birdshot cartridges and 50 rounds of No. 5 cartridges (usually used for partridge

and other game). On 18 July 1940 the platoon finally received 20 .3@3 rifle

with 400 rounds. The village defenglanin January 194 still envisaged

issuing the 24 men available with just ten rounds each to man five $osts.

429BA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Report, 28 May 1940.

“0BA T/A 8/7/1/1 Fellowes to Foley, 30 May 1940.

“LBA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Elwards to Foley, 20 May 1940.

2 ongmateRe al Dadés.s Ar my

433BA, D 113/1, Log Book, Farnham Royal Company, 29 June and 14 July 1940; 113/67,
Record of & Battalion; 113/77, Eric Basden memoir.

“34BA, T/A 8/7/11/1, Olliver to Edwards, 29 June and 18 July 1940; 24 Jan. 1941.
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As late as August 1941 the Amersham Company'iBdtalion had just 325

rifles for 970 men (33.5 per cent). Its comman@matdon Marstonpointed out

that this was roughly equivalent to Chesharich had 173 rifles for 520 men
(33.2 per cent), Beaconsfield, which had 175 rifles for 530 men (33 per cent),
and Denham, which had 100 rifles for 300 men (33.3 per cent). However, it
took no accant d the greater strength AmershamMarston, who failed to
persuade the authorities to allow him to visit Leningrad to see how the Russians
dealt with tanks, was equally annoyed that he could not procure a tank for his
company**> At Bletchley a smaltjuantity of 12 bore No. 5 and No. 6

cartridges, some 12 bore lethal bullets, and .22 cartridges were made available
in July 1940 but .303 rifles in the ratio of one for every three men with 20
rounds per rifle were not issued urdtil September. Additionaifles sufficient

to arm one in five men became available on 26 Septefiiber.

Equi pment steadily i mpBattaliondeceivdd285%5 Co mp ¢
CanadiarRossrifles in August 1940, followed by four Browning automatic

rifles in September, twd.ewis guns in February 1941, 17 Thompson-sub

machine guns and two Northovermolectors in August 1941, Sten gunsludy

1942, and a Blackerddnbardspigotmortarin February 1943. Similarly, eight

of the unpopuladenim suits arrived in May 1940 and battledress in January

1941 although not enough was availdoteal recruits until 1944*" Of denim,

Leonard Kentish of the™4Battalion recalled*®

43 Amersham Museum, Marston Mss, Marston to Urquhart, 14 Aug. 1941; Marston to
Gibson, 27 Aug., and 7 Oct. 1941.

3¢ WM, Doc. 22105 [MISC 299 (3953)], Bletchley Platoon Orderduly 1940; Bletchley
Company Orders, 5 and 26 September 1940.

*3" Four Chevrons8-11.

38 Kentish,Bux 4 19.
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If a prize had been offered for the designer of garments that would
caricature the human form and present it in its sloppiest and most slovenly
aspect, the artist who conceived the Home Guard denim was a class apatrt.
Though marked with different size numbers, it was alwagssup

whether a man resemblad expectant ntbe or an attenuated scarecrow.

At Bletchley, platoons were asked to list the quantity of battledress required in
November 1940 but in January 1941 lots had to be drawf‘Baftalion to
determine in which order the eight companies would actuallywede

Winslow came first in the draw and Newport Pagnell [&st.

In the Iver Heath platoomyiginally formed in the  Battalion and later
transferred to the f0Battalion the first LDV arm bands were made from Great
War putteesewn with white tapel'he Trust has an armband from what is most
likely the Hambledon PlatooninthB8at t al i on made fr om
webbing strap**® The first official armbands obtained by tH& Battalion from

22 May onwards had LDV in blackencilled on white material. As there were

not enough, the commandindficer, Henry Beaumont of States House,
Medmenham, obtained a private supply but these were soon replaced by khaki
stencilled in black!** At Eton, the OTC provided musketry instructimnthe

local platoon on its owBP (Drill Pattern) rifles?*? By the time of the
disbandment of the"6Battalion in 1942, the Farnham Royal Company had two
strong points, two spigot mortar points, a keep in a disused gravel pit, 14

3% WM, Doc. 22105 [MISC 299 (3953)], Bletchley Company Orders, 15 Nov. 1940; 2
Battalion Orders, 8 Jan. 1941.

4% GravesHome Guarg191; BMMT 778.

441 Kentish,Bux 4 19

442 Graves Home Guarg65.
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machine gun posts, foobservation posts, and five intended road bloKs.

Road blocks hatb be capable of stopping a t&mn lorry at full speed and, as a
result, the recommended ddpgtohiwadrs geéc
i f sand bags, 30ibclay. *Inlteonts sféransparmtde’s and ¢
Battalionbasedn Ipswich Road on the Slough Trading Estadd acquired

seven motor cars and nine motor cycles by 1844,

Some misconceptions have arisen from
t heSCad3nad®kioas and the .300 American M1
Lewi s Gun as nGraegaet Waarpons but then sc¢
Magazii#kaflodgdé d he British army. The Hor
demand weapons used by ttdhleeB¥MInywdbauta
better rifle tthhhe Ltdwi SMGEn whas$ sst il |
serviceable and partdicrudraafltfTedd par .i v
Northover projector and,itnpe oBsliascekder Db
weapons developed by a Home Guard and
the gap iawnn dvebagptomrwer e al so used by t |
(Sticky Tape) Grenade or Sticky Bomb
Bombard at The HRinwWlasi ns®hedcharthe Hol
Churchi |l ledsdeisnpsiitset etnhce obj ecti ons of t
However, the Sticky BonfiSead | ®&lds ® pu ke
were tosuedtittshe autumheerfe ldmdtl WwWiut h s
hoktty that few were actwually distrib

443BA, D 113/77, Eric Basden memoir.

444 1WM, Doc. 22105 [MISC 299 (3953)], Bletchley Platoon Orders, 4 July 1940.
“SBA, T/A 8/3, Vehicle Returns.

“eClarke,Br i t ai nds ,B6390, 41316,28580e n c e

*47 |bid, 14951, 16070.
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volunteed ni f'Beg&®&t oBal i tvhee ywennet bevy onc
the headqu'8Irtt eirs oftitoere.forgotten that
AA Comndnd.

The greatest period of danger was tha
equi pped barntheseawBmrse to the notor
scarf®aton7T dédgpt e mbsAra 1r9eAs0ul t of t he | ac
I ntermedi at e st agae Cofoinabledvrats, itstsas eado chd
houirns neaansyt er n aarde s ud rhce ranh thfec H alt g lelrs
wad prceibed warning devi ce.Tfthreom June

Germans had bombed London for t he fir

appr ehenisfiioendst haisstihmg at | evel of awar
Sunday 8 September Brooke informed no
that the alert had been iIissued to the

alertness was reduced atetd28@0hhobouontl ®

pl ace unti |IBrldo ke pate mbreade i nt,roduced

whereby bells should only be rung if
personally witnessed the arr.val of a
An i nteri waStamsdiedod or rneeg uGuaarrsd bount

223 Septhehbme. G arhds hwaosd down f or t he
27 October 1940. No such high alert s
German invasion of Russia i®1n dudchel d9d4
| i klem yt he caBsuec kosf Bahtet all i orwanit h@y r ec e

48 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 268; FortescueSounty Lieutenancie$9-90.

449 Kentish,Bux 4 32.

“OClarkeBri t ai nds ,Bi8Bal Defence

! Collier, Defence of the United Kingdom 22 4; Newbol d, &®BBA ti sh Pl
T/A 8/7/1/2 Order, 9 Sept. 1940; D 113/7%, Battalion Order, 9 Sept. 1940.
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Wil tshire at 2145 on 7 September with
enemy agents had | anded Amy iko ahta pgpred e
there hadchkaen 6tPlmeni £0 Sundayd in Bucks

number of roadblock’s were hastily ere

On 7 Sepwembleme Gnaddswmeoubside t he B

at Great Missenden halted a fire engi

repl vy, buondogds mates. Thatds our pas
g o, and make 6em jump for it.dd A nava
compl ained that i1t was t hee tlhearvdi ntg me

Ayl esPAryOl ney the mess aljoeme eGuea rvdesdmem

to turn out and have road barriers re

sounded unl ess it was <cl ear t hat an i
0300 to 0800 and, t hereafter, men wer
“Gener avalsynp hiatsi sed in June that the

response to the sighting of enemy par
other churches in case it confused tr
wake of the tpeaenioa éiers sBmask s n 9 Sept emt

bell to be rung unless at | east 25 pa
measur e, it had been emphasised i n Au
upon unless it had committed @anhostil

enemgc hne

452 Kentish,Bux 4,10.

3 ongmateRe al Da d4845. Ar my

454BA, D-X 1302, Note on 7 Sept. 1940.

5% WM, Doc. 22105 [MISC 299 (3953), Bletchley Platoon Orders, 21 June 1840; 2
Battalion Orders, 9 Sept. 1940; Company Orders, 22 August 1940.
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The South Midlands Area had helpfully advised the Bucks Zone on 18 May

1940 that O0German parachutists are de:c
50-f a n a t°°iFurtsedadvice forthcoming from the Air Ministry on 6 June

was that sch paratroopers might be disguiseé o6 Br i ti sh troops,
nuns, or di nar*yTheldcal prdss halpfudly, deseribed wiat was
known of Ger man p‘@Theauial hourswere thougheto h o d s .
befrom three hours beforetothreeo ur s af t er sunri se, hel
patrols. The first such patrol went out at Farnham Rogy&8 May 1940,

patrolling possible landing grounds on Burnham Grove Estate and to the north

of the Slough Trading Estat&? At Langley, patrols in Jun&940 were

mounted from 2100 to 2300 hours and from 0330 to 0530, the routes chosen by

the men themselves but with instructions to cover all open grétid.the

case of the *LBattalion, which had a mounted section to patrol the
Wendover/Kimble/Prestwood area, patrol activity continued until October 1940.

**! There was something of a loss of interest over the winter of494%

danger receded, the lack of interest in detaibisted out German airmen in the
southern region leading the commanding officer of {hBdcks Battalion to

t el |l his men, OAfter all the troubl e t

right foranyonetdt ot al |y di*®¥regard them. 6

OAnptark | sl aceandrasdod resi stanced r emai

defence plans until the possibility of any armoured attack was ruled out in May

4S6BA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Notes on South Midlands Area conference, 18 May 1940.
STBA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Air Ministry note, 6 June 1940.

*>8 Buckingham Advertise5 May 1940.

49BA, D/113/67, Basden Mss,gRord of &' Battalion.

“0BA, T/A 8/13, Patrol Notebook, 7 June 1940.

“LBA, T/A 8/7/1/2, Foley note, 25 July 1940; T/A 8/7/2/3, Foley note, 3 Oct. 1940.
462 Kentish,Bux 4 23.
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1942. Zone Operational Instructions in January 1941 designated Aylesbury,
Bletchley, Buckingham, Newport Pagh Slough and Wycombe as such

locations.In the case of Aylesbury, just 54%n were available to defend the

town although another 150 were being formed in two factory unite.Jounty
Officeswasd e si gnat ed 6a switt hhe tbhked haleTereoutere i n
and ten inner road blocks were intende
Royal Bucks Hospitalnd theBifurcatedRivets works. Firearms available

were supplemented by Mills bombs and Molotov cocktHilhe town fell then

the survivors would try to make (tlepending upon their locatipto Hartwell

House, Stoke Mandeville Churabr Green Park Hotel in Aston ClintoA®®

Night guards were maintained from May 1940 onwards with beds, mattresses
and blankés provided in the Town Half® Back in 1941 one proposal to create

an antitank trap in Farnham Royal by using dummy concrete posts to force

tanks into a lane off the main road was thought unlikely to suct®ed.

Bucks remained geographically important it was a priority to keep open the
Omain routed6 fr omenB sttakordnogWolbumhetddfenae u g h
of which was entrusted to th&"and 3" Bucks Battalions with garrisons

allocated to every town and village on and up to two miles from the ¥§ad
Parachute or glider attack upon airfields, vulnerable paanis

communcations was still a possibilityucks notonly had 12vartime airfields

but over 20 designated major vulnerable points including repeater stations,

“63BA, T/A 8/7/3/5, Operational Instructions, 15 Jan. 1941; T/A 8/7/12, Zone Orders, 2 Jan.
1941, 8/7/13, Aylesbury Defence Scheme, 3 Sept. 1944; 8/7/14, Aylesbury Defence Scheme,
7 Nov. 1941; MB 3/9/1, Aylesbury War Book.

“4BA, MB 3/10/5/178, Crookes to Edads, 20 May 1940; Edwards to Crookes, 13 July

1940.

“6SBA, D 113/67, OC, 6 Battalion to OC, B Company, 17 May 1941.

46 TNA, WO 166/6726, War Diary, Bucks Sutrea, 2 Apl. 1942.
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water and electricity works, MartiBaker Aircraft at Denhanthe Hawker
Aircraft Factory at LangleyiCI Paints at Slough and, of course, Chequers,
Bomber Command Headquarters\aiphill, and Bletchley Park. In 1944 there
were also 94 minor dggnated vulnerable points whilsh the event of invasion,
113 factories had been listed for immobilisatithin the £'Battalionarea

alone, there were 92 petrol pumps that had to be inlisedh In May 1940 the
Aylesbury platoons also had to undertake a guard of the Chiltern Hills Spring
Water Company works at Dancers End and Buckland with Hertfordshire men
taking on the company works at Wigginton. Night guards were also requested
Aylesburyfor Hills & PartridgeFlour Mill, the Fire Brigade headquarters in
Bourbon Street, and the Auxiliary Fire Station in Buckingham Stt®&et.

"~ Aylesbury Town

" Defence Scheme, 7
November 1941
[BA]

T TNA, WO 166/6726, War Diary, Bucks Sutrea, 20 Aug., and 30 Dec. 1942; BHA

8/7/12, Zone Orders, 2 Jan. 1941; 8/7/13, List of VPs, 24 June 1944.

468 BA, MB 3/10/5/178, Redhead to Edwards, 22 May 1940; Ivatts to Crookes, 28 May 1940;
Farquharson to Ministry of Food, 25 May 1940.

135



Bucks had many wartimestablishments includinipe Home Office Research
and Experiment Branch at Peies Risboroughthe SOE Training Schoeat
Fawley Courtand Chiteley Hall the SOE Signals Station @rendon Hallthe
RAF Photographic Reconnaissance Unit at Danedfleladse Medmenhamthe
RAF Mapmaking Centre at Hughenden Mantire POW Interrogation Centse
at Wilton Parkand Latimer HouseMI9 also at WiltonMD1( 6 Wi nst on
Chur chi | | @asTheFioswatsMhitcchuiiynd the Home Guard Training
Centre at Hedgerley Parf® Outstations of th8letchley Park operation were
at Gayhurst, Hanslope PaRadio Security Servicel.ittle Horwood and
Whaddon HalSpecial Communication Unit) with radio stations at Fenny
Stratford, GawcottandWavendon TowetsThe Abbey at Aston Abbotts
became the wime seat of the Czech government in exile while the Polish
head of state, General Sikorski, was housed at Iver Gv¥dyeombe Abbey

was the headquarters of tH2 8SAAF. National treasures were stored at
Fawley CourtHall Barn at Beaconsfield®rinces Rsborough Manor, and West
Wycombe ParkBurnham Beeches was taken over by the War Office in
September 1940 as a major vehicle depot, some 19,000 vehicles being stored
there at peak, many of which were destined to be used-fayDand the
campaign in NorthVest Europe. The woods were partiallyogened to

civilians in June 1946, requiring much remedial repair wifk.

Not all vulnerable points were a Home Guard responsibility since Chequers,
Bletchley Park, Bomber Commarehd RAF stations such as Haltand Wing

%9 |an BeckettWhitchurch, The Fallen and the Seddworld War(Privately printed, 2022),
25-38; IWM, LBY K.91/736, Home Guard X Zonkledgerley Park Training Establishment

(n. d.). See als®he Secret County: Buckinghamshire Reflects on \{BAdtchley Park:

Maybe Magazine for the British Legion, 2016).

40BA, D113/69, Eliot to Basden, 19 Feb. 198fpugh Observe25 Jan. 19484indsor
Express29 Oct. 1948; D113/70, Note by Basden on visit to Burnham Beeches, 30 Apl. 1946.
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had their owrallocatedtroops.Initially, over 40 civilan instructors from Halton
were members ofarious surrounding platoons but a Halton defence group was
formed independent of the Home Guard in March 194 The Home Gua,
however, woulccome to theelief of such major vulnerable points if necessary.
&o(Walters Ash Relief Column) Company from tHeBattalion was

earmarked to assist Bomber CommattSimilarly, &v6Company of the
Battalion would assist Chequers. Apart from its tagtroops, Bletchley Park
had its own intrnal Home Guard, as dithe Hrs in Whitchurch which was
impressively armed given that the establishment developed wedpenslome
Guard patrol and defence mayp Bletchley Park shows that te&ternal
observ#ion outposts and defensive positiaighe 2° Battalionextendedvell

beyond the perimeter of the pafk’

Within Bletchley Parkwvas theentirelys e par at e 60LO6 Campany ¢
the rank of majorbff r ank O6Pet er 6 Lucas, dao Cambr i
6Hut 36, who had bdeBecvmmessBanedliar
Own Royal West Kent Regiment in the Great War and then served in the
Intelligence Corps. Other members includedlithguist andpoet, Henry Reed,

per haps best akmonwn offorPabrTthsed NMabout mus
briefly, Alan Turing.Another anomaly was éhAylesbury Post Office Section

nominally part of the 10Berkshire Battalion but under command of tfie 1

Bucks for the prpose of defending Aylesbur@n one occasiorjedgerley
Parkrangeghost ed t he OWaterhouse Cupb6 for t

Home GuardGlasgow overcomingournemouth, Chester, and St Albans in the

“"LBA, T/A 8/7/3/6, Note, 6 Mar. 1941; T/A 8/7/4/7, Dave to Foley, 20 May 1941; T/A
8/7/4/8, Foley to Platoons, 15 July 1941.

4’2 Kentish,Bux 4 74, 8991.

“PLee Jarman, o6DefSeaadConmy22Bd. et chl eyd, i n

137



final. “*The1®'Bat t al i on formed O6F® Reinforceri
for possible use at Tilbury in the event of a German spoiling raid in the run up
to D-Day.*"

There was some disagreement among military authorities on how far the Home
Guard should have a more mobile rateits capabilities increaseéd’ Its

weaponry wagver more substantial and training at a new peak. Churchill and

others were still keen to emphasise that the force was needed, not least as it

suited allied strategy to portray it as a fighting force to reinforce the impression

that there might be a cre€&hanneinvasi on t o open the O60sec
Germany in 1943Mollifying Home Guard suscepitibilities also led to the

rejection of a proposal to reduce the number of clothing coupons granted men

on the grounds that they received free unifoffi8y November 1943

howevert he Home Guardodéds operational I nstr

preventingarmed sabotagé”®

The local Invasion Committees set up to gatrd essential supplies August

and Septembei941also largely eased to function by Juii®43although they
were not finally stood down until November 19&&ach was to prepare War
Books detailing how they wid provide a messenger servietctricity, water,
sewage, food suppliesiedical facilities, decontamination squaaisd
accommodatiofor casualties. In the event of an invasion, they would be
required to help the police and military as well as attending to the needs of the

civil population. The policyas explained in posters issued in each community

474 WM, HU 810609.

47°BA, T/A 8/13, Notes on 10Battalion History.

476 MackenzieHome Guarg11216.

*"" |bid, 13536, 13842.

“’8BA, T/A 8/7/14, Bucks Sudlistrict to Battalions, 5 Nov. 1943.
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was one of standing firm and preximg refugees from blocking routéhe
committeesvaried in compositior’:’® The scale of plannindgioweverjs

perhaps illustrated by tH&' Earl of Orkney, who lived at The Tythe House in
Stewkleyt aki ng in on the | ocal commi tteeod:
cases of canned corned beef, 30 cases of canned beans, 22 cases of sugar, 13
cases of condensed milk, 15 cases of margarine, and ten chests of tea as
emergency supplie¥he committee hadarlier requested 210 tons of coal and
500gallons of paraffin 0il**° At Fawley, enquiries were made to stock biscuits

from Messrs. Huntley & Palmer at Reading and compressed yeast from the

Army and Navy Stores in London as well as to the possibilitepéiring the

old village well.*®*

The committeat Aylesbury chaired by the mayor had 23 members compared to
that at Wendover chaired by the ARP Head Warden witbti& members, and
that at Farnham Royal with teff* Beaconsfield had 11 members, the ainain

and vice chairmanW. E. Vare and Admiral F. Grahanieing also

respectively chairman and vice chairman of the UBSTAt Stewkley there

4T9BA, MB 3/9/1 Aylesbury War Book; T/A 8/7/18, Wendover War Book, 20 Aug. 1942; D

X 136, Great and Little Kimble Invasion Committee; PR 202/30/6/1, Swanbourne Invasion
Committee, Crouch to Jones, 2 Aug. 1941; Jones circular, 23 Aug. 1941;1[35/6.

“BOBA, PR 193/29/9, Stewkley Invasion Committee Mins., 29 Sept. 1941; 1 Mar. 1943. For
correspondence on food stocks laid in by the Medmenham Invasion Committee, se&XBA, D
1175/3 and 4, Papers of Mrs S. L. Morris, who was thepsstmistress.

“81BA, AR1/1993/85, Mins. of Fawley Local Emergency Committee, 6 and 20 Oct. 1941.
“82BA, MB 3/9/1 Aylesbury War Book; T/A 8/7/18, Wendover War Book, 20 Aug. 1942;
Report on Aston Clinton Defence Committee, Apl. 1942; D 113/73, Farnham Royal Invasion
Committee; D 113/96 kr Invasion Committee. It has not been possible to consult the papers
of the Fawley Invasion Committee, BA, AR 1/93 these being retained currently at an
inaccessible store.

“83BA, AR 105/74/46/19, Beaconsfield Invasion Committee War Book, 23 Mar. 1942,
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were ten members, each of whom nominated a deputy in the event of not being
able to attend a meeting. Meetings &eld in the Village Hall with the
headquarters in a room at the sch6lAt Medmenham, there were just four
members, John Nye of the ARP acting as chairman, with Sergeant Ewers of the
Home Guard, Sergeant Daniels of the Bucks Police, and Mrs S. L.s\gtrri

Food Organisef’®®

Fawley had six members, elected by a public meeting at

Sunny Close on 29 September 19434t Iver there were eight members. The

Battle Headquarters was in the Tower Arms, Richings Park. Curiouslyahe

War Book was only completad September 1944t was not perhaps
surprisingtherebrethat the Chairman, Eric Basdentechnical entomologist,
complained to the police that the standard invasion notice had disappeared from
Antonyos Dairy in August onfl9ilgbombs nce he

might still disrupt food supplie&®’

The locdhHome Guard commanders wetlevaysmemberof the Invasion

CommitteesIn one exercise in 194the commander of the Flackwell Heath

platoon celocated with the Invasion Committeearpub. Haleclined to move
despite the 6noise of battled from Lot
Umpire that the enemy would shortly overrun the village, insisted on obeying

the orders of the Higher Command and remained hiits  b*&Atr 6 .

Stewkley, theorigina 0k eepd in the Home Guard de
Village Hall but the |l atterodos trustees:s

compelling the Home Guard to move the last redoubt to the Old Swaf{’Inn.

“B4BA, PR 193/29/9, Stewkley Invasion Committee Mins., 29 Sept. 1941, 7 Apl. 1942.
“B3BA, D-X 1175/2.

486 BA, AR1/1993/235, Fawley Local Emergency Committee Mins., 29 Sept. 1941.
“87BA, D 11/96, Basden to Smith, 30 Aug. 1944,

488 Kentish,Bux 4 16.

“BIBA, PR 193/29/9, Stewkley Invasion Committee Mins., 19 May 1942.
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At Chesham, Councillor Geoffrey Bedl, War Office civilservantwho chaired
the Invasion Committee, complained bitterly that Major A. M. Melville of the
5" Battalion ignored the Urban District Council and had tried to requisition
rooms in Amy Hill House designated as a sick bay facaees. Both
Ledinghamin Aylesbury and the GOC of the East Central District, Major
General L. H. R. Finch, were called upon to get Melville taoperate more

with the Invasion Committeé®°

Plans were updated in 1944 lest the Germans attempt spoiling raids following
D-Day. Night guardsvere to be placednfive vulnerable points Bletchley
Railway Communications Centre, Gerrards Cross Railway Control Centre,
Hawkers Factory, Marlow Bridge, and Wolverton Railway Communications
Centre. Inlying battle platoons at instant re@dis would be maintained every
night at Amer sham, Ayl esbury, Bradenhea
Factory at Wycombe, Hawkers at Langley, Taplow Drill Hall, and Wolverton.
Mobile reserves were to be concentrated at Aylesbury, Bradenham Hall,
Calvert,Hawkers at Langley, Seer Green, Taplow, Wolverao Wycombe.
*1The 1¢" Battalion at Langley maintained night guards of one officer and four
ORs from each platodmetween 2200 and 0600 hours with a relief every two
hours. Few incidents were reportedted passing flying bombs or distant
explosions although in May 1944 all were ordered to look out for two
suspicious individuals in uniformpossibly deserters or enemy ageritsa

vehicle last seen in Worcestéf

“90BA, DC 16/10/2, Bell to Finch, 30 Apl. 1942; Bell to Melville, 3 May 1942; Ledingham
to Bell, 20 May 1942; Bell to Ledingham, 24 May 1942.

OLTNA, WO 166/14478, War Diary, Bucks Sub Are&,&pl., and 25 May 1944,

“92BA T/A 8/13/6, No 2 Platoon Night Section reports, 29 Apl. to 6 June 1944; 8/13/7,
Standing Orders, 8 June to 18 Aug. 1944,
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At one pointearlier, probably on 2@)ctober 1942 when bombs hit Langlene
ofthel0"Bat t al i onds pl atoons O6without appaé
slept in their guardroom approximately 250 mothers and children turned out of

their homes through time bombs. Half a dozen tired ofi¢he night guard

received and fed the refugees out of their rations, and then with umbrella and

bowl er hat went to twn to do a fdayao:s

The advance from Normangdgowever eradicated all risk by the autumn of
1944.1t was announced on 6 September 1944 that operational duties were
suspended with parades to be on a voluntary basisTamyKing signed a
written message of thanks for servidargely drafted by Churchilon 14
November 1944 and also broadcast on 8dbaber. The Home Guavehs

formally stood down on 31 December 1944.

The Home Guard has a particular popular image arising largely from the
success of the BBC comedy seri®s, o6Dac
Interestingly, Chalfont St Giles Hight r eet st ood +omS efacdr O We
in the 1971 film versiopscenes being shot in the village in August 1970

The seriehas some validity in terms of highlighting the age and previous

military experience of many LDV in May 1940 since the upperiageof 65

was widely ignored. It was claimed in 1945 that 75 per cent of the Home Guard

were exservicemen?®°In reality, the percentage wasually far smaller. The

Stoke Mandevi |l |l e P IFBattasian nepoadd onfyRIperCo mp a r

cent exsenicemen on 25 May 1940 although 70 per cent had some knowledge

93 GravesHome Guarg 191.

494 Summerfield and PenisteBird, Contesting Home Defence76204.

9% Bucks Eaminer, 21 Aug. 1970.

4% john BrophyBr i t ai n6s Home Gu glonton: Harrap,L%5),det er St u
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of frearms**’6 D& C o mp a'hBattakiofh at Marl@had 142 ex
servicemen and 59 men with some knowledge of firearms but 57 without any
knowledge**® One unnamed platoon eulogised by a reporter frorBtivs
Herald who spent an evening on duty with thenSeptember 1948uggested

60 per cent were eservicemen?®® A random sample of 900 men enlisted in
Bucks in 194041 yields only 35.8 per cent withguwious military knowledge

and an average age of 35 yeadt$There were restrictions, the CdyiZone
Commander advising all battalion cormmders on 16 June 1940, that no

6 pi ge o ndwdretorbeenlisted svithout authority® Equally, diens also
required permission althoughere was certainly one former Czech army

colonel enrolled who was now employed as a factory hand at Siagh.

Younger men were called up progressively, 60 per cent of the 180,000 men who
left the Home Guard in 1941 being consaiht® Aubrey Newell, for

example, an apprentice joiner from High Wycombe and son of a Great War
NCO in the 1/1 Royal Bucks Hussars, joined th8 Battalion as an 18 year old

in 1941. Although in a reserved occupation, he enlisted in the Royal Marines as
soon as he could in 19427 Between 1941 and 1944, theé"Battalion sent

“9TBA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Goldringham to Foley, 23 May 1940.

98 Kentish,Bux 4 81.

499 Bucks Herald 20 Sept. 1940.

> MOD, Home Guard Enlistment Papers, Box8521311. The Home Guard Enlistment
papers are beginning to appear at TNA as WO 409 but, thus far, only those for County
Durham have been digitised. It seems unlikely that those for Bucks will be available anytime
soon. The author was given privileged asce sample the 60 boxes relating to Bucks in the
1980s.

01BA, T/A 8/7/1/1, Hall to Commandants, 16 June 1940.

*92MOD, Home Guard Enlistment Papers, Box 1279.

*93 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 269.

*04 WM, 20601, Sound Interview with Aubrey Newell, @8. 2000.
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317 men into the armed forcé®¥ Equally, the battaliowas admonished in
June 1942 for recruiting boys under 17 years of age, all of whom were to be

sent to cadatnits forthwith.>%®

The changedid not increase the preponderance of older men for those
conscripted were replaced by 17 ye#ds. Under the terms of national service
legislation in November 1941, not only was service in the Home Guard itself
subject to compulsion bat firm upper age limit waslsoimposed with effect

from 16 February 1942 although a few were allowed to serve on beyond it. All
existing Home Guardsmen were given the opportunity of resigning rather than
accept the new conditions but those under 51 vithea@ could still be directed
back into the force. In practice, resignations were restricted to thoseaged

65. An effective age limit of 40 was also introduced for those serving in anti
aircraft batteries, a role established for the Home Guard in 24PR. Thenet
result was an erosion of older mémdeed, in July 1942 it was reported that
some 400 under aged boys had lied about their age to join the Bucks Home
Guard since the introduction of compulsiBHA second sample of 600 men
enlisted into th&8ucks Home Guard between 1942 and 1944 indicates an
average age of 32.6 years and only 15 per cent with prewiibitesy

experience>’® By 1943 the average age betwlole force was under 387

The surviving Company Ro |"Batt#lionakHigh o r
Wycombe listing all enrolments between 1940 and 1944 shows a degree of

variation from the samples. The previous military experience of those enlisted

> BA, T/A 8/13/5, List of Men sent to HM Forces.
S8BA, T/A 8/13, Circular by Allan, 11 June 1942.

97 Bucks Advertiser24 July 1942.

%8 MOD, Home Guard Enlistment Papers, Boxes 12321.

0% Graves Home Guard 168.
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in 1940 is slightly higher than the sample average but that for 1943 substantially
so0.The same is true of the average of those enrolled in the company in 1943
reflecting perhaps the enrolment of skilled men who had previously been
exempted from servicalbeit thatthe oldest wartime recruit was a 59 year old

grocer without previous militargxperience enrolled in 1943 (Talgel).**°

Table9 . 1 Previous Military Servite and A
Battalion Bucks Home Guard, 194@

1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 Not Total
Given

Total 38 10 30 75 10 3 166
Previous| 21 2 - 23 1 - 48
Military | (55.2%)| (20%) (30.6%) | (10%) (28.9%)
Service
Average| 41.5 26.2 28.9 41.1 25.3 - 32.6
Age

Source BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 564/1]

Compulsory direction was not suspended until September 1944 andfprm

1943 onwards there was also provisiondor r e ct i ng o6énomi nat ed
between 18 and 65 into supporting roles in the force such as clerical, driving

and catering duties. This regulated an unofficial practice that had already arisen
but such oO6nominated womeno6 weaeemptedact ual
thereby from direction intother fullorpart i me r ol es. 6A6 Comg

Battali on had 70 unofficial OWomen Vol

*19For the wartime aircraft industry, see Scott and Simmidisgh Wy combeds Cont
to Aviation 42-51.
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194Q who helped maintain a 24 hour presence at nine observationbsts.

One young woman fom Beaconsfieldater recalled women undertaking

unofficial observer patrols there in 1948A1 t hough not a 6nomi
wo maMréJ. L. Coalesvas presentedidlyhe of fi cers, O6NCOs a
(Wolverton) Company of the"®Battalion witha special frarad certificate of
thanks to in 1945 for al/l hedeinga&fi nd ar
all rnkso.

Men from the Beaconsfield Home Guard outside the Crown at Eeh®d3
[BMMT]

There had been much opposition to women participating in the Home Guard but

there was constant pressure on the part of prominent women, notably Dr Edith

L Four Chevronss.
121WM, 17426, Interview with Patricia Crampton, 1997.
*13BA, AR 39/2017 [BMMT 7186].
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Summerskill.By 1944 there were approximately 32,000 nominated wdmén

this actually fell well shorof the 80,000 ceiling selNominated women were

not uniformed, paid or armedt* A rather more conventional female role was
fulfilled by the Chesham Home Guard Comfort Fund, led by Lady Pender, a
minute book of which surfaced in 1970. The first meeting edd at Bury

Farm on 9 October 1940. A sum of £120 was raised and by Christmas the
members had knitted 138 pullovers, 197 pairs of socks, 206 pairs of gloves, and

191 scarves and helmet¥

Further to the 6Daddés Ar myhelLDVmadge, t he
Home Guard were treated by contemporaries in much the same way that the
auxiliaries in the past had so often I
OLast Desperate Ventured and 6Long Der
cartoons in Punch drthe monologues of the popular comedian, Robb Wilton.

>1®The relatively few memoirs for Bucks tend to recall the farcical. A then boy

at Beaconsfield recalled, for example, an exercise against men from the Black
Watch in which he and his friendsve abldo signal to the Home @rd when

t hey spot t e'dlnatéxercisé a hacem@réen as an alternative to
grenades, one farmer employed addled goose eggs, which were not appreciated
by t he °6&yoeghoie Guasmanfrom Weston Turville the

headquarters was in the former chauff e

>1* MackenzieHome Guard147; Summerfield anBenistorBird, ContestingHome
Defence 73-80.

*1>Bucks Examiner29 May 1970.

>18 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 270.71; Summerfield and Penistdird, Contesting
Home Defencel04-39, 22632.

17 http://www.staffshomeguard.co.uk/DotherReminiscencesOtherstadesgitbuck.
Account by Bob Sutton.

*18 https://www.laceygreen.com/Sections/History/Homeguard.html.
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country house next to the Five Belleecalled a favourite night patrolling area
around the local reservoir, allowing a swim on warm summer evenings, and

through orchardf&rom which fruit was regularly purloinedf®

There were clashes on occasions between Home Guard and the ARP as at Great
Missenden in September 1941 when a Home Guard cautioned the Chief Warden
for leaving his car unlocked and not immobilised outside thE Aéntre®?°In

1942, however, wardens were given weapons training by the Home &tard.
The Iver Platoon was accused of illegally enrolling ARP members in June 1942
but responded that no warden had been induced, ericasked to jointhe

three that hatieen enrolled had not revealed they were in the A&Pn the

other hand, the eoperation of the Home Guard with civil defence services in

Amersham was praised in 1946

The Missenden plabm commanden ot ed i n August 1940 th
undoubted tendency among LDV once they got a little authority on a road to
make full use of 1 td6 after they had pr
bomb scene at Ballinge¥*Ther e was an altercation b
the £' Battalion and BensksBrewey in 1941 after the landlord at the Bernard

Arms at GreatKimblevas O6heard to say that those

WA 7802660, Ken Rawlinsonion the BBCWW2 Peof
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar

>20BA T/A 8/7/5/9, Foley to Southern, 17 and 22 Sept. 1941; Southern to Foley, 22 Sept.

1941.

>21BA, T/A 8/13/5, Crowley to Harding, 22 Mar. 1942.

2BA, T/ A 8/ 13, Henderson to OC, 6Ad Coy, 10
23 Amersham Museum, Marston Mss, Beachcroft to Mar26riyov. 1940.

24BA, T/A 8/7/1/2, Goldringham to Foley, 8 Aug. 1940.
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Scouts than Home Guards, %GAtAs@smen s uch
the company commander apologised for an unauthdoisetdbpractice-
presimably with grenadesd i st ur bi ng one compl ai nant

and 8 p.m. one eveniny®

The early LDV certainlfendedtobeover e al ous i n hunting f
columni stsdé and there wer e fadedtostopber of
Upon instituting O6motor patrolsdé on 2¢
cars, the Bletchley Platoon of th¥ Battalion was strictly cautioned in the light

of two fatal accidents that had already occurred in the county that the polic

must be in charge. The instruction was repeated to the Bletchley Company on

22 August and 12 Septemb&t. At Wolverton, one driver was lucky to escape

a bullet that went through the car, getting stuck in the front windscreen wiper.

2T he 6f i rawhbylthe BBattaiéon id early June 1940 was a soldier
returning late to barracks one evening with two others forced to skid off the

road by a bullet through a cards back
the back of the car showed where thédtunad entered, passing between the

heads of the two on the backseat, removing the cap of the driver and breaking

the skin down the whole length of the parting of his hair, finally passing out

t hrough the windscreen. dtwdlLDVsWwads t he Of
indulged in since the War of 19148 %B° In February 1941, however, th& 1

2 BA, T/A 8/7/3/6, Foley to Secretary, Benskins Brewery, 17 Mar. and 29 Apl. 1941.

26 Amersham Museum, Marston Mss, Marston to Palmer, 23 July 1941.

527 WM, Doc. 22105 [MISC 299 (3953)], Bloon Orders, 26 June 1940; Company Orders,
22 Aug., and 12 Sept. 1940.

>28 WM, 7300, Sound Interview with Douglas Dytham, 1983.

2 Kentish,Bux 4 9.
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Battalion was commended for arresting three youths who had absconded from

an approved schoot*®

In other respects, the Home Guard operated much like any other of the auxiliary
forces of the pasAt Wolvertonroute marches were always headed by the

uni tdés band, | ed gdgftednmusichaaim theMolveitomal | vy
Works- actually aspecialconstable who was given a uniform for such
occasions>>! There were footbattompetitions, and smoking concefather

as in the case of previous auxiliary facthere were musketopmpetitions as

in 1943 when No Platoon in ¥ Battalion won the pltoon competition medal.
532

The magazine of No. 1 PiBatthlioroah i n 6 D6
Wendover carried gardening hints, cooking recipes, and quizzes. Nonetheless,
there were also the paradasdlectures on such topics asaaft development,
fire-fighting, and the RussBinnish War>*®In addition, there were the

exercises such as that against regular troops in March 1941 and one against

other platoons, characte’¥ised as the

Téwas on a Saenedhpanetlompagon i n g,
When the brave lads of the Home Guard met with a deadly foe
They came from Aston Clinton, from Turville and from Stoke
And Lee sent their stalwarts, and Prestwood, too, their folk;

They crept towards our villagghe station was theaim,

>30BA T/A 8/7/3/5, Cleary to Hall, 5 Feb. 1941.

>3 WM, 7300, Sound Interview with Douglas Dytham, 1983.

*32BMMT 568.

33 )WM, LBY E. 61704 has the first three issuesTole Wender Watdor Feb., Mar., and
Apl. 1941,

>34 |bid, Feb. 1941.
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But theydd never met our smart pl atc

Many of the relentlessly anecdotal pasir unit histories also played upon the

more farcical side of the Home Guard in contradiction to the prospect that they
would have hadb fight in earnest in the summer of 1940. Some on the political

left also saw the Home Guardas ki nd of peopverenore mi | it
radicalattitudes were heldy those who had been involved in the Spanish Civil

War and now offered their serviciestraining the Home Guard in guerrilla

warfare. To a degree, hopes of a political awakening arising from the Home

Guard could not have been realistically entertained by the radicals if it had not

been for the fact that the authorities themselves seenengbyaced an overtly
democratic aspect of the Home Guard. Initial volunteers required the

endorsement of two householders or a magistrate in order to be registered by the
policeand there were fears of admitting those who were politically suspect

(including potential IRA memberr aliens °** Butan Army Council

Instruction on 15 August 1940 chose to emphasise that the force was based on
equality of service and status. There were initially no formal military ranks but

titles such as zone commander and va@aninstead, none of which carried

military statusHome Guard appointments conferremdisciplinary powers

and as already indicate#fome Guardsmehad therighta r esi gn on 14

notice untiltheé h o u s eclmas®wiad svept away in February 1942

With continuing fears thahe Germans would treat the Home Guard as mere
franc-tireurs;sthe Ki ngbés commi ssi on was extend:
February 1941, and backdated to November 1940, but still confesrpdwer

of summary punishment. It was also made dle®&ovember 1940 when the

>3% Summerfield and PenisteBird, Contesting Home Defencg0-37.
>3¢ Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 27073.
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decisionwas first announcethatit was not intended that commissions would
destroy the character of the force sir
affiliations are to beegarded as conducing in themselves to fitness for

¢ o mma Y’ Thdse leaving the force had to revert to the rank of private before
doing so although, later, those over 65 could retire in their commissioned rank

whilst not carrying it into civil life.Thelowest rank of volunteer was not

retitled private until February 1942. Officers were also denied first class rail

travel in 1941 to preserve the democratic air albeit also saving money.

Home Guardsmarecalled being given 3d for each bicycle journeynir

Hedgerley to dut® at Gerrardés Cross.

Wartime film and publications equally played on the democratic ideal and,

again, may postwar unit historiesended to emphasise it although George
Orwell, a perceptive observer al so noted what he ter me
It was a peopl edimpHal imigl appdintmertsaesteglin b y

the hands of the Lords Lieutenatit The char acter, 6Col onel
invention of the cartoonist David Low in tligening Standarah 1934. It came

to represent the supposed reactionary conservatism of army high command as
depicted in the controversial 1943 Powell and PressburgerTiimLife and

Death of Colonel Blimp*°

In Bucks, in 1941 the ten battalions werecalnmanded by men with military

experience. Lieutenant Colonels H. M. Edward5Rattalion),andW. Gibson

>3 GravesHome Guad, 117.

>38 Buckinghamshire in World War Wideo (1995), Interview with Ray Cox. Cox also got

into trouble for using his Sten Gun to hunt for rabbits.

°3% Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 27576.

3 ames Chapman, 6The Life and Bigtaidahloumd Col or
of Film, Radio, and Telasion 15 (1995), 186.
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(5" Battalion)had both commanded Kitchener service battalions in the Great
War. Lieutenant Colonels Henieaumont (% Battalion), L. M. Wilson (8
Battalion), W.H. Lewis (9" Battalion) and H. R. D. Harding (1bBattalion)
were former regulars. Former Territorials commanded the rest: Sir Everard
PaunceforDuncombe, (¥ Battalion), R. Haworth (3Battalion), Lewis
Reynolds (¥ Battalion),andS. W. Ashwarden (BBattalion).Subsequently,

the 2" Battalion was commanded by R. E. Hagley, tflé3 A. E. Impey, the

7" by C. C. Strong, the"®y T. L. Wakley, and the by WalterCorfield, a
poultry farmer from Vver Heath Strong and Corfield were certainly former

officers.

Lieutenant Colonels Guy Crouch and Oscar Viney both served ifi'the 1
Battalion as major and captain respectivélgcarViney took over the Bierton
Platoon in the % Battalion as the old regular first put in charge rarely strayed far
from the Red Lion and the men had done little more than put a guard on the

church tower. Viney at once instituted night patrols and went out to check that

duties were being done. Sittingn t he Bul |l sé Head i n Ayl
Philip Hall overheard wo men compl ai ning, OWe have
nevergoe t o bed. 6 T btasatsiadorylheadqnartersaaddeyn

had to requisition alargeroo i n t he | aseaherharefuséddorled s h o

the platoon make use of it. One compensation was that the platoon included the

local poacher, who kept Viney supplied with hare and partridge.

Lieutenant General Harold Blount of Woughton, a former Royal Marine, took
overthe command of thBletchley Platoon in June 194js being designated
a company in the following monthiMajor General A. B. Clifford was a

lieutenant in the "3 Battalionand Major General Sir Richard Howawyse a

Viney, ORemi-85i scenceso6, 124
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major in the § Battalionbefore comanding thel0" Battalion in 1942 The

Duke of Richmond and Gordon was a second lieutenant if"tBatalion.
BrigadierGeneral John Micklem, who had commanded th&ahk Brigade in

1918, took over the Whitchurch platomn1941las a lieutenanvhile General

Sir George Barrow wasmply a private at The Ledlso resident at The Lee

was the industrialist, Sir Bernard Docker, who was threatened with a court
appearance for refusing to pay rates. Docker claimed that the Home Guard had
requisitioned his buse when he was still living there and, indded,

commanded the local platoo?

Another former regulan the Royal FusiliersLeonard Kentish of Great

Kingshill, succeeded Beaumont in command of th&dttalion inAugust

1942 Kentish had formerljyived in Hughenden and, after 1918, had been
contemptuous of OBucks Colonel sd |i ke
ironic, then, that he effectively became one hims&lMicklem became

commander of the IBattalionin 1942whilst the 11" was canmanded by

Lieutenant Colonel GordoMarston and the 13by Lieutenant Colonel P. W.

S. Bulman.As already indicated, Marston from Chenies Manor, who had been
awarded the DSO and MC in the Great War, had begun as commander of the
Amersham Companyo-founder of an electrical company in Amersham, he

then founded Minerva Mouldings in 1944.

An anonymougorrespondent? e r t uaorbpéaimhedl fo th8ucks Examiner
about the nature of LDV leadership in June 1940 but the editor explained that

this came oder the censorship regulations and would not be printed: the writer

42BA, T/A 8/7/4/8, Note, 25 July 1941.

>43B. L. Kentish,To The Cottage Bor(Typescrip, 1980). Kentish had corresponded with

the Official Historian, Brigadier James Edmonds on operations on the Somme in November
19167 see TNA, CAB 45/135.
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must address his concerns to the leaderdfiplot all commandershowever,

were necessarily socially or militarily prominent citizens. Micklem had

succeeded Charles Bernard Olliver atitiurch. Olliver ran a poultry

business at Oving and had had a quite extraordinary career. As a young
merchant seaman he had been taken prisoner by a German commerce raider that
sank his ship i1914. Set ashore on Tenerife he had served in the Royal Navy
and then, in 1925, was awarded the BEM when the aiRsBipon which he

was a rigger had broken its moorings in a fierce gale and the skeleton crew
managed to bring it back from the Dutch codistra28 hours. In 19287 he
accompanied the Great War amnatographer Geoffrey Malins, on his round the
world motorcycle trip before working for ten years in Australia. In August 1941
and at the age of 47 Olliver resigned from the Home Guard to go back to sea: he
was killed when his oil tanker hit a mine off Hacl in September 1941%°

The commander of O0Ad ( St"oBatalioSwasat f or d)
corn merchant but James Knight had also represented Britain in the cycle team

at the 1924 Paris Olympic.he Lacey Green Pl afoon in
Battalion was commanded liyelandlord of the Pink & Lily, although he was a

former soldier At Olney the commander was the manager of Barclays Bank, W.

J. F. Austin>*® At Aston Clinton, the men were initiglallowed to choose their
NCOs.Malcolm Dunbaywho had served in the VTC, wakosen as sergeant

so he was told later because of hismoaacl 601 t 6 s t hattheynonoc | €
thoughtyouwereabdy ol d col onel *flrno m B6h e( VByoceorr
County) Company of the"Battalion, the Woobur section was initially

commanded by the curate; the Flackwell Heath section by the furniture

>44Bucks Examiner21 June 1940.

>4>Beckett,Whitchurch, Fallen and Second World \W&6-69.
>°BA, D-X 1302.

>*"BA, D-X 916, Dunbar Mss.
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manufacturer, E. C. Gomme; the Loudwater section by the manager of the
Wycombe Marsh paper mills; the Hughenden section by an architect; and the

Hazlemere sectioby a solicitor>*®

Not all placed in command proved satisfactory. At Denham, the solicitor, V. E.

A. Smith, who had reached the rank of major in th@attalion, received a

letter of no confidence from his officers in February 1943. They demanded that

he arrange for a meeting between them and the battalion commanding officer to

di scuss his inefficiency O6and to stres:s
not wholly, attributabl sveekabsegce,esprd el f 0.
de corps hd risen appreciably with the men showing new enthusiasm for

training.>* It is not clear if Smith survived in his command.

In reality, the Home Guard could not have been formed so quickly without the

input of traditional elites although it was altbended by increasing

bureaucracy. In April 1942, for exaiepa company commander in th2 4

Bucks Battaliorreceivedfull instructions on the bumil o f 6 Mo hamme d a |
personnel>® The War Office had not intended to revive the CTAs but they had

to be pressd into service to assist with the administration of the Home Guard

on 30 May 190. From 24 June CTAs were autised to appoint administrative
assistants for battalions with a grant of £300 per annum, as well as receiving an
annual capitation grant for édaman. The Home Guard was affiliated to county

regiments in August.

58 Kentish,Bux 4 71.

S99 BA, D-X 1035/3, Mehan to Smith, 16 Feb. 1943.
50 Kentish,Bux 4 25.
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The introduction of compulsion on 26 March 1942 did bring a change in the
ethos of the Home Guard. Rather as in the case of the tribunal men and the VTC
in the Great War, there were cplaints when local appeal boards did not

enforce their powers of direction. It has been calculated that of 946,000
directions between January 1942 and September 1944 only half were ever
enforced to the bafit of the Home Guard On the other hand, comniing

officers were reminded in January 1943 that Home Guard duties were
undertaken in a mands spare time and
working long hours. In November 1943 these were defined as 60 hours a week
inclusive of overtime but exclusivaid meal breaks and travel. In May 1943 it

was also noted that commanding officers were using their power to refuse
directed men to a greater extent than had been envisaged. Particular problems
were experienced in ardircraft batteries since shift workesgre often being
directed into them by the Ministry of Manpower and National Service.

Moreover, when a shortage of aaticraft personnel resulted in general service
battalions being required to fill quotdbey often sent their worsten. Local

Home Guard manpower boardsereestablished to adjudicate on conflicting

demand®nly in January 1944

As with the VTC the possibility arose of men being prosecuted for not fudfilli
duties.In May 1940 ten hours per week had been suggested as a basic
requirenent. With compulsion, those unwilling to undertake a maximum of 48
hour sdé duaeyek npear ifoodurf aced a A10 fine
Battalions had to face the prospect of undertaking prosecutions at least of
persistent offenderdhere were cses brought to court in thé 8ucks HG

Battalion in November 1942, May 1943 and January 194Zhere were three

*!longmateRe al Dagdéb.s Ar my

2D 113/77, Eric Basden memoir.
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cases in the®1Battalion in September 1943. At oénslow petty sessionis
June 1944four cases relating to thé'and 12" Battalions were heard at the
same sitting>>* In September 194@uy Crouch of the *1Battalionclaimed
concessions granted to agricultural workers during harvest time were being

abused by noagriculturalists>>*

Agricultural areas often faced diffidids but the Home Guard was far from just
the force of the countryside as wsisggestd by much contemporary comment,
which was redolent with a rustic and pastoral imagery of oak, elmpyoes

and village cricket. Ipaid only lip service to the realiseof a largely urban and
industrial force*> One contemporary filmWent theDay Well(1942), which

posited a German invasion attempt defeated by the inhabitants of a typical rural
village was filmed at Turville, later aaured postvar location for many films

and television shows such @eVicar of Dibley The County Council &wed

the addition of a shop, houggymp, andborch for location filming in May and
June 1942 provided they were removed within two month&ural areas were
initially those most vulnerable to parachute attack but industrial concerns made

a significant contribution from the beginning.

Occupations were not given on enlistment forms until 1942, which makes
comparison between earlier and lateripds, problemati but thesample 0600

Bucks personnel between 1942 and 1944 show 50.6 per cent in skilled industrial
manual occupations with 14.5 per cent in unskilled indusidgalipations,

followed by profssional men (9.4%) and agricultural workers (7.79%).

*>3BA, T/A 8/7/12, Order, 1 June 1944.

>>4BA, T/A 8/7/10/3 Crouch circular, 6 Sept. 1943.

>3 Beckett, Amateur Military Tradition 278.

>*¢ penelope Houstoell Went the Day@London: BFI Publishing, 1992), 50.
>’ MOD, Home Guard Enlistment Forms, Boxes 1:4341.
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Likewis e t he Rol | Book "oBhttaliorrhas fevoermpdadc y

occupations for those enrolled in 1940 but the preponderance of skilled manual

workers enrolled in 1942 and 1943 is abundantly clear (Table’® R)reflects

the influence of the warhe High Wycombe aircraft industrynot least

production of the wooden elements of the airframe of the De Haviland

Mosquito.

n

Tabl e 9.2 Occup at " Batal®on Butks HomeOGu&d 1990a n vy ,

44
1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 Not Total
Given

Professiong 2 - - 12 - - 14
(8.4%)

Clerks 1 - - 5 2 - 8
(4.8%)

Tradesmen - 2 10 2 - 14
(8.4%)

Skilled 5 6 25 43 4 2 85

Manual (51.2%)

Workers

Unskilled | 1 2 5 1 -

Manual 9(5.4%)

Workers

Not Given | 29 4 1 - 1 1 36

Total 38 10 30 75 10 3 166

Source: BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 564/1]

>8BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 564/1].
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In 1940,industrial concerns throughout the county had raised platoons. Iff the 1
Battalion there were platoons from Hazells, Hunt Barnard, Northern Dairies,
Nestles Hills and Partridgeand Bifurcated Rivet >*° Over 40 per cent of the
Great Missenden Platoon in th&Battalion comprisee@mployees of the

National Employers Mutual and General Insurance Company, under the
command of Captain D. D. Goldingharff The civil engineers, Wimpey & Co.
had constructed hutted camp at Denham for its head office staff as war
approached, to which they moved in September 1939. A Wimpey LOYopla
was formed from younger employeass™ Battalion and, armed initially with
pickaxe handlethey patrolled the local golf cose.>®* The 4" Battalion had a
contingentaised forthedefnce of Jacksonds Mill at
supplied fibre mill boardsyhilst the whole & Battalion and its successors were
heavily dependent on the Slough Trading Estatgally, the London, Midland

and Scottish Railway, which had absorbed the LNWR in 1&22ed first a
separate platoon and then a separate company of*tBatgalion.

Subsequently, it formed a substantial contingent ol #eBatalion.

The 13 Battalionwas ettirely raised from Hawkers. By contraat| boysover

17 from Stowe OTC were included in th& Battalion and boys from Eton OTC
in the 8" Battalion.The Bourbon Toweat Stowewhich had been uninhabited
since 1921was again used as a military insséitbn,serung as an observation
post whilstbattle training was held in the park by the Buckingham platoon. The
school biology teacher, Bruce Barr, taught unarmed corRlat.of theStowe

grounds wasised for 21 Ammunition Sub Depot (later the Buckingham Central

9 Hazell (ed.)Withthe Colours Apl. 1941, 6.
*0BA T/A 8/7/2/3, Goldingham to Foley, 22 Oct. 1940.
*61 Richard Sampson to author, 1 Aug. 1987.
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Ammunition Depot) from September 1942, an RAOC camp being established at
Tingewick *°? Lewis Reynoldnrolled the captain of the Combined Cadet
Force at Wycombe RGS to be chief instructorhef " Battalion.>®

Urban units had greater access to convenient premises and were able to organise
entertainment akin to that of earlier auxiliary forcéise drawback of many

specific factory unitshoweverwas that they were concerned only with the

defence of their own premisasd could not be fully utilised for wider defence
purposes. They were brought into local defencemsds in due course but

factories under the management of the Ministry of Aircraft Production remained
exempted from local plarend were also authorised to raise their own light anti

aircraft batteries in 1942. Given the difficulty of accommodating essential war
production within the Homnlei nGuasrod werraeme
unemployed. A subsistence allowance of 1s.68l waoduced in August 1940

for five hoursdé continuous duty and 3¢
1942 to 3s.0d for eight hours and 4s.6d for 15 haéits.

Yet despite the difficulties, the Home Guard achieved a great deal and became a
more important component of home defence in time. Like the VTC, Home

Guard service companies undertook-tutie duty on the coast on a rota basis

from the autumn of 1943 onwgs. In the case of Bucks, thé' Battalion sent

five officers and 48 men for duty at St Lawrence Bay in Essex in August 1944
before being relieved by a similar contingent from tHé&attalion.”® At least

one officer from the 8 Battalion,Harold Gowerwho lived initially at

*2 Alasdair MacdonaldStowe: House and Schdgpswich and London: Cowell, 1951), 66;
A2160433 Roy Norris o nawwi.BbC.comWav2peaplesjvdre s 6 War
%53 Ashford and Haworth (edsistory of Royal Grammar Schodl0307.

*64 Beckett,Amateur Military Tradition 27980.

*°BA, T/A 8/7/18, Rouse to Edwards, 1 Sept. 1944.
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Amersham and then Little Missden and worked in Londoaccompanied one

of the oO6mobiled ¥ompanies to the coast

Motor transport companies were formed in May 1%udcks raising the 2003
(Bucks) Home Guard Mechanised Trangsgoompany in 1948nder Major F.

W. Tillion. Such companies used requisitioned civilian transport and, in theory,
were to be deployed anywhere in the country if required. In January 1944 the
2003% was placed in the East Central Home Guard Transport Cdhtemded

to provide a reserve capability in case of rail breakdowns and to transport
ammunition, supplies and stores between tiepnd ports in preparation fDr

Day. **” There were eventually 145,000 men in itcraft batteries, 7,000 in
coastal artiery batteries, and 7,000 in bomb disposal squEus.7 £ Battery at
Slough brought down one flying bomb on 15 June 1944, firing in all 146 rounds
between January and July 1924 As a militarily efficient military force by
194344, the Home Guard wadslfilling a wide variety of important military

roles that took the need for its continued existence well beyond any mere
propaganda rolavhich had undoubtedly been highly important for public

opinion in face of real threat in 1948°

TheHome Guardats pr ovi ded cover for the d6aux
1940 to undertake guerrilla action against any invaders. In the course of the war,
1,206 members of the Home Guard were kibedlied from injuries from

eneny action primarily in aerial defencenlall 137 gallantry awards were

> WM, 10966, Sound Interview with Harold Gower, 23 Oct. 1989.

°57 . B. Whittaker,Stand Dowr{Newport: Ray Westlake Military Books, 1990), 18.

%8 IWM, Doc. K14256.

*°Craig Armstrong, 6Tyneside6s HGonempéaymr d Uni
British History22 2008), 2577 8 ; David Yelton, O6British Publ |
and the Defence of Great Britain, 19404 @ournal of Military History58 (1994), 46480.
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made includig two George Crosse®n Stand Down, the Bucksdrhe Guard
receivedwo OBE, six MBEs, and folBEMs.>"® Seven members were picked

to represent the county at the Victory Parade in London in June 1946.

It might also be noted that compared to the Victorian rifle volunteers and the

VTC, a substantially larger proportion of the adult male population not

otherwise serving in the forces, police or civil defenabout one in five men

not otherwise engagederved i the Home Guard’* In common with other
auxiliary forces, the manner of the Hc
not sufficiently recognising the services rendefidte second in command

(Major Harold Morton a stock brokgrand platoon commandefisieutenants

R. P. Higgins and C. W. Sparkesf)the 12 Battalion, however, were permitted

to accept Czech decorations for their wartime duty in helping guard President
EdvardB e nandhis exiled governmentiie Abbey inAston Abbotts>* The

seat of the governmenthe AbbeywasMor t onés previ ous hom

Forthose who had servethere was postvar comradeship in reunionBhe

Bucks Territorial ah-aircraft units, for exampldiad theirownexs er vi c e me n 0
associatioralthough the annlianeeting ofrepresentatives dhe Bucks

branches of the British Legion decided against admitting former Home

Guardsmen in November 198§ 21 votes to 20”° The Chesham and District
Branch of the Home Guard Ol d Comr ades:¢
claiming in 1959 to be the only remaining branch not just in the county but also

in the country: it was still active in 196&t which point it was ejected from the

>"0BA, T/A 1/2, CTA Mins., 8 Feb. 1945,

>’ MackenzieHome Guard175.

"2BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT 569], Light to Longman, 15 May 1948;ckingham Advertiser
23 Feb. 1946.

>"3Bucks Herald9 Apl. 1948:Bucks Examiner27 Nov. 1970.
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CheshanDrill Hall as the War Office was disposing of A&t Amersham the

6Fi ve o€lmeld bfy members of N6theSlI"Pl at oon
Battalion was still going strong in 1¢
Amersham Common still active in 1966 had also been started originally during

the war by members of the 1 Battalion *"*

Reunions were also held by various components of tfBattalion: Nos. 2 and

3 Platoons of OAG Company, No. 4 Pl at c
Company. For mer members of No 4 Pl at oc
Mandeville and Weston Turvileevenagqni sed a dayodés outing
August 1946. The Amersham and Great Missenden companif<Battalion

made areffort to attract new membens November 1953"° The 7" Battalion

also had reunion dinnerseginning with aStand DowdDinner in Decenber

1944°°6 D6 Co mp a TBattalo at AstoreClirton set up its own Home
GuardOCA in December 1944 with a .22 rifle club and initial activities

i ncluding an O0At Homedé for wives, and

wound up in June 1963"’

As the Home Guard began to consoliddterd&unkirk, there was almost

constant chang®r the TA. Formationswerebroken up or reconstituted, and
innumerable specialist units also created. Of 22 TA divisions existing during the
war, nine were broken ujthe first three in June and July 1948@mid

increasing manpower shortages. Effectively’ Bvision ceased to exist as a

>’ Bucks Examinerl2 Dec. 1958; 25 Dec. 1959:; 5 Nov. 1965 24 June and 7 July 1966; 12
Dec. 1969.

>">Bucks Heralg 2 Aug., and 20 Dec 1946; 28 Feb. 1947; 15 Dec. 1950; 20 Nov. 1953.
S®BA, AR 56/2007 [BMMT564/23] , Me nu C a'f Bhtalion tahéDo®ro y , 7
Dinner, 15 D e ¢"BattdlionRéuniondmrder, TAply 19497

>""BA, D-X 1369/13; Bucks Herald 23 Feb. 1945.
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first line formation in 1942 with many units transferred. No\wee units were
actually disbanded bubn@weatt hattghopsuanry
artillery units, a distinction was made between batteries and regiments so that
batteries were disbanded but regimemseretained albeit in suspended

animation>’®

Within the regular 2 Division, the 99' Field Regiment \&s safe from
discontinuanceJohnMoreton had found himself sent to Porthcawl from Dover

on evacuation from Dunkirk but was ordered north on 8 June as the regiment

was reconstituted in the East Ridirsgationed at Bridlington arféiley. The

regiment waseasponsible for 32 miles of coast by the end of July 1940.
O0Covetousd eyes had been directed towe
transferred elsewhere whilst about half of the men were no longer from Bucks.

>t stayed in Yorkshir¢apart fromexercises) until moving to Tewkesbuoy

3 December 1941Whilstthe regiment wathere the wing of a large swan on

the White Swan was removedfter the warjt regularly appeared at regimental

reunions>°

Prior to embarkation with the rest ot*Division for India in March 194there
wereinspectiors by Churchill on 28 March and by King George VI on 1 April

With the regiment divided int)A§ BdanddCoBatteries in June 1940, one

batery was rearmed with two A%ounders in July 1940, the other twetaining

4. 50 howitzers. Some personne,l i ncl udi
Lieutenant Edmund de Rothschithd Second Lieutenant Ralph Verney were

exchanged with theegular10™ Field Regimentn 2™ Division. Rothschildhad

°78 Beckett, Territorials, 139.
S®BA, D/FR 161/2/26/2, Watson to Cottesloe, 31 July 1940.
>80 \White (ed.)More Wartime MemorieS5; BA, AR 28/2009 [BMMT 597], Memoirs of

Norman Dubber.
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mi s sed t h &940canpaigmastng hdidsbeen invalided home with a
near fatal blood infection in January 19#& was ordered up to rejoin in

Belgium but was unable to do in the chaos of the retreat, being assignedf to 110
Field Regment in August 1940°*

The99" Fidd Re g i m &g tBoasmdCobatteries were rdesignated 33
394 and 472 Field Batteries @ February 1941In May, Watson relinquished
command, which was assumedJnhn Whiteley, MPWhiteley was killed
subseqantly an 4 July 1943 in the sanarcraft crash as the Polish general
Sikorski while taking off from Gibrhar. Christopher Lionel Hanbury of
Hitcham Houseucceeded Whiteley agcondin-commandAmong other
officers joining in 1941 waSecond Lieutenant HugWiontefiore, lateiordained
in 1949 and to become Bishop of Birmingheni978.Montefiorerecalled that
the regi ment was st idtrobnganbeee\withacley, one (
a Hanbury, and a WatneBfyan Bonsoof Liscombe Paré % Arthur
StewartLiberty also serveavith the 99th throughout the warhe 2™ Division
had expected to go to Madagascar but the first party of tha88ed at
Bombay on 3 June 194Zhe division had sailed in a major convoy with 20
troop ships starting from the Clyde, Liverpaél,onmouth Swansea and

Newport,calling in at Freetown and Cape Town en rotfte

Training was undertaken around Ahmednagar and Paxothan the Deccarit
was a very different experience for the men. Bombardier Wrightnaer
Hazel |l s6 empl obyEevee r yrtehpionrgt eoduthe hizaegr,e i s

*81\White (ed.)More Wartime Memorie®26; TBA, WO 166/1519, War Diary, 13 Aug. 1940.
*82\White (ed.) StrikeHome 111.
*%3 |pid, 33.
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sects and creeds, the dress, half ancient and half modern, and the bullock carts

that have not changed s nce, | supposece

With Hanbury posted to GHQ India, and Whiteley appointed CRA Bf 36
Indian Division, command was assunmed\ugust 1942y theregularbrigade
major from 29 Division, Lieutenant Colonel Markaunsell withLeonard

Tetley as seconth-command. 393 Batteny e ¢ e i vpaakhoBitzerso

Ki plingoés f amaovhilst478 which Fadvinitiglly nad dder Mark

| 18-poundershad25-pounders394 Battery certainly trained in the course of
1943 on seklpropelled Priestsa 105mm gun mounted on a Grant tank chassis
butdid not usethem in Burma. All batteries used the-@&dunder in the last

stage of th@dvance into Burma in 19456.

Il n January 1943, under Maunsell 6s comr
less one troopyere committed tgsupport 6 Brigade in the Arakan, while 394

Battery and the other 472 troogmained in India with Hanbury. The operation

was a first venture back into Burma following ®Betish retreat from the

country that had ended in March 1942e intention was to regafkkyab. 6

Brigade had been given amphibious trainioga seaborne aault on Akyab

but, in the event, it was seowerlandto Donbaikto give additional support to

14" Indian Division.Batteries and troops were detached in support of various
elements at different times. Sickness rates from malaria werénhilgl paddy

fields interspersed with low hilendbamboo thicketsvhilst jungle sores took a

long time to healThose evacuated took at least a week to be returned to India.
*%The operations against wétirtified Japanese positossuch as 6 Sugar

- artillery fire was often ineffectivewere both unsuccessful and cosfly.one

*84Hazell (ed.)With the ColoursDec. 1942, 5.
*8%\White (ed.) More Wartime Memorie$54-55.
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point 6 Brigade headquarters was overrun on 5 April and its brigadier, Ronald
Cavendish, killed when he deliberately called downlarilfire on his own

position.

The Arakaneffort was closed down in May 1943, thé"dfing reunited at

Ahmednagar in June 19430 nmany of those who had returned from the

Arakan, however, were suffering such recurring malarial attacks that the whole
regiment was sent to the Mahableshwardtdkion for intensive treatment with
quinine.*®® Maunsell returned to the staff March 1944. Subsequentlyewas

appointed Chief of Staff to the Allied Control Commission for French

Indochina in 1945He was presentwhéni eut enant Gener al T a
Chief of Staff of Japanese Southern Army and the representative of Field

Marshal County Terauchsurrendered Japanese forces at Rangoon in August
1945. At Numatads request his sword wze
to the Bucks CTA in April 1946®

Reunited the regiment underwent jungle training atBelgaum Wi | | i am S|
14" Army wascarefully prepared for another advance. In March 1944 the

Japanese advanced themselves throwing 100,000 men at the frontier stations of
Imphal and Kohima ifAssam. Kohima was held by a TA battalion, tfe 4

Royal West Kents, and elements of the Assam Rifles, the Shere Regiment and

the Burma Rifles. ¥ Division was moved to the relief of Kohima and to open

the road to Imphal, which was being supplied by aBri§ade broke through to

Kohima between 18 and 20 April, a grim struggle ensuing for the surrounding
jungle-cladhills and ridge whilstat Kohima itself only the width of the former
District Commi ssionerdds tennis court ¢
positions.The stench of death was overwhelming with bodies from both sides

lying unburiedin scenes reminiscent of the worst of the trenches of the Great

*88\White (ed.) Strike Home109.
87 The sword is in the BMMT collection as BMV234.

168



War. 6 Brigade undertook a major offensive oit May, thelapanespulling
back after &4-day batté, which cost British and Indian forces over 4,000
casualties and the Japanese over 7,A80ing to the misery was the cold wet

weather.
r

Garrison Hill at Kohima, June 1944 [BMMT]

Lieutenant Colonel Johfames, who had assumed command of tRe8®6
March1944 was nortally wounded by a sniper onMay, Tetley taking over.
Captain Rchard BoydThomsonfrom Soulburywas wounded on a patrol which
had to abandon himn 3 May anchewas later found hacked to piece$.

Firing was often over open $itg andess tha 2,000 yards from the Japanese
whilst the forward artillery observation posts were invariably involved in the
hand to hand fightingddn 28 April Moreton was woundddading a party of the
99" to clear a platoon position the Japanese had overrun on Garrison Hill, for

*88\White (ed.) More Wartime Memories/7-78.
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which he received an immediate M Captain(soonto beMajor) Bryan

Bonsoralso won the MC for his gallantry and leadership, Moreton recalling that
Bonsorwas invariably seenigr een cor dur oy trouser s:
casual, it was just that he made as few concessions as he could to the war and

the army, and he refused to modify his personal standards of dress and comfort
more than was necessary. Anywaywees a cheeringight just now, dll of his

usualseic onf i dence and c oBomlsetre&lsy MCn pvaarst wal
for action on 13 May during an attack

Bungal ow, in which a 3.70 howitzer was:s

Japanesegsition at 200 yards®

*89\White (ed.)StrikeHome 69.
*Ybid, 71, 127.
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2" Division opened the Imphal road on 22 Jumel the 99 supported further
operations until withdrawn for rest and training in August 1944. Returning to

—IN

. o
—s o B

393 Battery, 99 Field Regiment Crossing the Irrawaddy, February 1945
[BMMT]

the front,the s upported Sl i mdés advhaChimdwini nt o |
on 21 December 1944 and tieawaddy m 24 February 1945yhich was the

last occasion on whichth&Di vi si onds arti Ptery was

It was expected that there would be a combined operation aimed at Rangoon
with 2" Division concentrated at Calcutta in April 1945 but it was not required,
theformerfalling to 26" Indian Division.With most of the regiment expected to
be released for home in the autumn of 1945 there was concern that it might be
designated as a depatit and lose its Bucks identity. As honorary colonel, Sir
Richard Howarevyse was tasked with trying to ensure the Bucks identity

%91 |bid, 95.
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remained’In the event,tie 99" remained at Secunderabad, many men finally
returning to England in November 1945 to reeemn oficial welcome at
Aylesbury.>*® A small cadre, however, remained in India on internal security
duties untilthe regiment passedto suspended animation in August 1946 with
the guns and some personnel ger208" (later 72¢) Field RegimentThe ®"

won severMCs, and seveMMs during the war with 34dnembers mentioned in

despatches, and Whiteley awarded a military OBE.

The £'Bucks Battaliorhad a more transitory existence. It was reconstituted at
Hereford withRonald Sale postdaack acommanding officer on 23une

1940. Captain Pallett wasitially made temporary CO on 12 June and Captain
R. K. Stevens the following dayhen Pallett was made Quarterster ofl45
Brigade >°° Much of the2" Echelon had remained at Margate during the 1940
campaign and its records were invaluable in determining who had survived the
campaign’® Somewhat bizarre|ySalewas shown in the Army List as never
having reverted to major at all and having held his rank as lieutenant colonel
since 27 April.Yet, he was only reposted as lieutenant colonel on 18 JAly.
large draft of 375 mewasreceivedrom the50" Somerset Light Infantrgnd

the Infantry Traimg Centre at Tauntoso that twethirds of the men were no

longer from Bucks byAugust 1940Those from Bucks found the Somerset

*92BA, T/A 1/2, CTA Mins, 12 July and 1 Nov. 1945.

>93 Bucks Herald 14 Dec. 1945.

94 White (ed.) Strike Home12223; idem,More Wartime Memorie94.

% BA, AR 110/2007 (BMMT 579), Sale to wife, 3 Aug. 1940; T/A 6/16, Regt. Orders, 12,
13 and 24 June, and 18 July 1940.

% BA, AR 110/2007, Memoir of Ken Bateman.
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dialectalmost impenetrablé®”’ The battalion was cheered to receive a message
from Princess Marina, who especially mentioned the performances of Pallatt

and Sherwell at Hazebrouck®

After a brief stay at Melksham in Mshire, anti-invasion duty followed in

Devon atOkehamptonUffculme, Ashburtonand Newton Abbot although the

battalion also provided platoons for fiveatching at Torquay and digging

defences at Plymoutfiorquay at least provideglaxation from traiimg.

Finding it too dull, two officers and 80 men volunteered for service in East

Africa in August 1940a call having come for volunteers as well as those with

any knowledge of African languagé®’ For entertainment, there were film

shows at nearby Denlmamp, those in November 1940 including Fred Astaire

and Ginger Rogers in o6Carefreed and 0/
i n ORoom ServiceanhdoOhe Mesher nRi |l & WM&
and o6Destry Rides Agaidmagrand Migany balenr e al |
Torquay that same month, whilst the battalion baretonstitutedn October

1940- entertainedhe inhabitants of Asburton and evacuee childrah

Ashburton in December 1940, and also performed at Buckfastleigh and Newton
Abbot. On one occasion it played in Dartmoor Prisdongside the prison band

They also formed a dance band that was soon in much defff#dncess

Marina inspected the battalion aébury m 21 August1941, the march past

*9"BA, T/A 1/7 CTA Mins., 8 Aug. 1940; D/FR 161/2/26/1, Sale to Cottesloe, 22 July 1940;
161/28/2, Cottesloe report on visit t8 Bucks, 31 July to 1 Aug. 1948MMT 778, Carr,
Wartime Memories31

*9%¥RA, MDKDH/ARMFOR/11/9, Lady Herbert to Cottesloe, 16 Aug. 1940; 11/10, Cottesloe
to Lady Herbert, 20 Aug. 1940; 11/12, Sale to Lady Herbert, 26 Aug. 1940

*¥TNA, WO 166/54162, War Diary, 15 Aug. 1940; BA, T/A 6/16, Orders, 14 Aug. 1940.
%0 BA, T/A 6/16, OrdersBMMT 778, CarrWartime Memories34-36.
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