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The beginning

e The first time | saw
the Colours, In
2002, they were
displayed high on
the sun drenched
walls of the old Drill




Taking the Colours c

It was nearly a year
later that we were

finally able to take i
and roll them for ™. . o T e
storage.




n work begins!

.‘ - The Colours were
~«_ brought to my
conservation
workshop in the
autumn of 2005 and
work began at the




This Is the story of the
conservation of the

First Buckinghamshire
Volunteers Colour of
1803:



The Colour had been
sandwiched between
two layers of brown
net and stitched in a
grid pattern. After
years of bright
sunlight, this net was

completely rotten so
the first job was tc




Firstly the grid
stitching was cut
through and the net
on the upper side
peeled away.

The photos which
follow show the net
being removed.




























The Colour was then rolled
carefully, leaving the under
layer of net behind.

The rotten old net was
discarded and the Colour put
carefully to one side while the
conservation materials were
prepared:



Because the Colour was extremely

fragile, brittle and, literally, turning to
dust in many places, | decided that
the only safe way to hold it together
would be to use conservation
adhesives.

Sewing was just not



Firstly | took several lengths of very fine
silk gauze and laid them out on tightly
stretched polythene. | then painted on a
specially formulated conservation
adhesive and allowed it to dry.

























As soon as the adhesive was fully dry, |
carefully removed each length of silk from
the polythene base by rolling it onto a

plastic pipe. The next few photos show
me doing this:




























The silk gauze was then laid out on the work table,
adhesive side up, and the Colour unrolled onto it.




After unrolling and remo
tissue paper, the Colour
eased into position and |
pieces put into their corre









Key parts of the
Colour were then
fixed in place on the
adhesive coated
gauze, using the
gentle warmth of a
spatula iron:




Because the Union Flag area of the Colour
was very fragmented, some of the brown
net had been left in place until the tiny
pieces of silk could be stuck down. Before
work could continue, the remaining net






















After positioning all the pieces of silk, loose dust
was removed using a soft brush and suction from
an adjustable vacuum cleaner, set very low!




An iron, set on
“Cool”, was used
to soften the
adhesive on the
silk gauze and to
stick the Colour
firmly in place.
The special paper
between the iron
and the Colour Is
to prevent the two
from sticking to
each other!




Mounting the Colour ..

A mounting board
was constructed for
the Colour. It was
then covered with an
Isolating film, soft
cotton and finally a
strong, natural



The Colour was unrolled onto the new mounting
board and then covered with some very fine net,
which | had dyed to match the silk.




The Colour and the net were both carefully
positioned and then stitched into place.

As you will see, working around the edges
IS quite easy, but securing the middle Is
not always the most comfortable job!































| then covered the red
pole sleeve with red
net and stitched it
down.



Finally | repaired and secured the broken tassels
and stitched them into position on the mounting
board. = =
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